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' + EDITORIAL.

- --The- fourth issue and over 100  Subscr ibers already! Have we already
, reached this milestone?__ Or is it a- millstone {round 'my neck}? No, not really. I

Anyway, thank you for your support, ali 101  of you: it realty is appreciated. in
fact your- support comes up for renewal with this issue and deeper inside you
will find a little rubric on the subject I _hope- you will wish to stay with us' — '

_ if not, you should be telling me why not, so i canF improve  or alter the content '
. o f  the newsletter. I - -

Now l_ have some good news and some bad news but let’s have the good
news first. ' - - -

From issue 5 495 Alive will - be expanded to 48 pages each issue and the next
number; wilt appear earlier, in January. Even better, as long as stocks "hold out,
everyone will get a free giftl. _ Yes thanks to :Philips you wiii receive-a copy of-
Tel'evision the first Fifty Years by Keith Geddes and Gordon Bussey. The normal
price of this 32-page colour booklet is £2 .  25  and if you aren't already familiar
with it, you will be pleased to add- this to your library.

. OK, the bad news. We have been so successful that we must have 'a  price rise!
You will at ieast get more pages and I hope you wiit still think 405 AII've good I.

~value for money compared with other similar enthusiast publications. But why is
it necessary? - -

Easy - the printing costs have risen. These have been subsidised up Ito now as
_ i was p roduc ing  the  news ie t te r  4— wi th  permiss ion  - on  my  employers
‘. photocopier. All i had to pay was the cost of the paper, which was fine to begin

with but now with _over IOU copies to print and 40-—pius pages each,  this is no
longer viable on an off ice copier .  Other  peop le  a re  queu ing  up to  use  the
machine and the process now just takes too long.. So I have had to go to- an
outside printer and not surprisingly, the cost is a lot more.

Also, to simplify administration, I have decided to provide the envelopes and I
. stamps, which will save you {but 'not me!) time and effort. Because of this, your

's'ubs'cription will be £3  for the next year, This seems a big jump from the
___previous ievel but don’t forget you previously had to pay for stamps and
_ enevelopes and won't from now on. I'm sorry, but it s the only way, and you may

rest assured that 405 Aiive is run on a totally non profit- -making basis. i hope
_I Can maintain this subscription Ievel for the following year as well.

Back to this issue in which you will see many articles contributed by you,
the readers. This is excellent: there is a wide spread of content and we are all



Let’s have lots more of this olease,
worthwhile." -

it makes editing a newalette'r" So i 'muoh rnore

. -. ..— ' ' -  ' '- "ins: i think'I'dO.
. ._ . d to tell-youi-OPatx . .  h e

' - Sflmeth'"  that 1 “Fe ' - ddress and P 0“ -- _. . ,_Now.t  2:: E: the Bat: Protection that four hauled: There is absotuteiyender imEmitenothittg 'eise} are held 0”  a :computer  
”we it i5 the onlyi 835?"um?!" { inieter  in i th is  and I oafiD- i t  thls"way beciildse people with a "iistof 'nothttitgc; keep up with. thelorganisation and aloud PFEU wit! have the unexpired

wait = .' - h n~tell me .aI'I.' Y - " - -' -

_ _ f an object, t E - . . - merit.- oti'rlter f4:::::ufi:;rilptign refunded. End of public SEW“? announce -
' pa  0 . ‘. __ _ > ' i '  

'- '  - 5 ' ' - '  w ‘ ‘ i . "- overe
_ - ' _' tions In the iast '55”; were. -

- a oio now]. The illustra. . __ ._ ere 'I et the‘12- - " neonatal-3nd #5 a . ””4? '_ ' ' . d do betterpages culfliirgaslagts ogtne to service it. _I have __??ked 
theTrrEeignta-fi i '  1

fruit? 3:: EHHOUQh' as we are Changing. Printers It _5_ pretty 1 ' - i '
[IE . I - ' _. ‘ ' '

suitable transmitter.

An dy Entm era on.

BRiTtSH - FA mo we; TELtsirtstoN
Man 1.953 ' -

'625-l inge Transmissions
' - PlannedSPEAKING at the Tcicirision- seem-sannuai dinner in April Sir Robert -= cwick. President of the Society}. said_ they-would soon be building an expEIi-fmental _&25-iinc trattsmittér to provide'tt service to both the radio Influtitt'yrand amateurs,_ so helpingthc exportmaikfl .  z -It was realised that receivers: intendedfor the Continental standard of 625 linescouid be more coninnit-nitnttlzir demon- '- stretcdand tcSted‘on a . radio signalunder working conditions. and withtheopproval of the radio indLISliT the'my have undertaken to opcmtc :1

Discussions are 0 take place soonbetween the Society and B.R.E.M.A...on  _a suitable silt: and..design fir theEquipment.

3 .



i From Peter'flelaney. Hargrave:

_Hany thanks f o r  4 0 5  A l i v e ;  I e n j o y e d  r eading i t  a l l  even the
parts that a r e  n o t  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t .  N o s t a l g i a  h a s  t h a t
effect' - - ’ ’ ". '

I would n o t  have c o n s i d e r e d  m y s e l f . a  t e s t  c a r d  e n t h u s i a s t  b u t '
have found the pieces on cards and muSic of interest. Some tapes
s e e m e d  t o  _ a p p e a r '  r a t h e r  l e s s  o f t e _ n  t h a n  o t h e r s .  s o ' I  a m -
intrigued that i t  was possible t o  predict whi_ch tape was likely
to come on later (page 1 3 } .  My memory is o f  largely watching BBC
in t h e  l a t e  5 0 5  o r  e a r l y  E d s ,  b u t  t h e  l o c a l  I T ?  c o m p a n y
(Southern. where I lived then} had. t o  me, a captivating.film
shown before the-published programme start-time. The music began
_with the C h i l l e r t o n  Down cha_nnel 1 1  i d e n t  c a r d .  a n d  a t  a;
p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  a f i l m  showed v a r i o u s  s c e n e s  o f  the Southern
area - yachts in the Solent English Channel cliffs. the Needles.'
Brighton'Pavilion, and so on until service began._‘

memory is not always reliable-for ’historical’ fact but I think
the film was changed twice v once.when the Southern territory was
extended to include the Dover transmitter area, and laterten a
colour version- was produced. D i d _ a n y _ o t h e r  programme contractor
produce a Similar film? [Yes. several did. AE] I never saw any,
but to this day I can s e e  parts of the Southern one in my mind as
the tune runs through my h e a d !  I doubt i f  anyone has a copy o f  i-t
- p r e --video tape and a l l  t h a t  - but i f  s o .  I '  d l o v e _ t o  s e e - i t
a g a i n .  At i t s  end t h e .  Southern Star symbol ‘ g r e w '  the symbol w a s
to be s e e n  a t  va_rious p l a c e s  i n  So_uthern' s s t u d i o  c e n t r e  in
Southampton a t  the -time {the old P l a z a  cinema).  Happy d a y s !

* From Robin Howells, Kidderminster:_

.Just writing to say how good your newslett—er i s  especially the
adverts section_, where I ve bought a few 4 0 5  line sets and other
things. I '  It: sure that many readers will disagree, as I d o ,  with
your comment in the September editorial that collecting old TVs

-is a cheap h o b b y . ‘ I  .agree that you can get cheap s e t s  but you ' v e '

got to pay a l o t  for the r e a l l y  old o n e s .  I hope your newsletter

continues f o r  a long time to  _come. . ' '

* From David Boynes,.Winl  atont

Ho w about a Receiver Profile feature in 405 Alive? I have- twenty

4 0 5  line TVs in my collection. ranging from 1936  to the mid 'SGs..



- I am currently restoring a 1 9 4 6  Marconi 1 0 "  receiver: t h i s  s e t  i s
similar to the 1 9 3 9  model 7 1 2 .  The post war verSion has different'

. v a l v e s  i n  t he  r e c e i v e r  s e c t i o n ,  3 6 6 s  i n s t e a d  o f  K T Z d l s :  the
e t i m e b a s e  i s  almost the sa-me save for a few circuit economies. The
s e t  should be working shortly, asSuming the EHT transformer and
the tube are O K .

The next restoration project i s  1121933 Pye television- radiogram
c o m b i n a t i o n .  I a m  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  m a i n s  t r a n s f o r m e r  t o  b e

, returned a s  this w a s  burnt out and required rewinding. -

* From Stephen Maitland Kinghorn:

R e f :  issue 3 editorial. I t ' s  you w h o '  s to blame f o r  bake-lite TVs
becoming highly; desirable! How? By generating interest through
405 A l i v e  and g i v i n g  t h e  s i g n a l  t o  a b o u t  1 9 0  e n t h u s i a s t s  t o
enquire in the—'trade'. about such things in. a relatively short.
space o f  t i m e .  w h i c h  i s  i n e v i t a b l y  g o i n g .  t o  lead t o  a price
spirals there- won ' t  be that many s e t s  on the market .at a given
time to meet demand. This w i l l  go on until everyone has got their
s e t  t h e  p r i c e  w i l l  t h e n  s t a b i l i s e  and p e r h a p s  c o m e  . d o w n

kslightly! - , - - -

Proof?- Until you started 4 0 5  A l i v e  I used to see TVZZs a t  antique
fairs that didn— t s e l l !  Now they go like hot cakes. I think the
same happened with telephones. Now that everyone has had time t o '

- a c q u i r e  the telephones.  they want prices have stabi1ised and haveV c o m e  down {on _som_e).' - - -

I think though tha  t this i s  a l l  inevitabl  e and a good thing. As
s o o n  a s  s o m e t h i n g  b e c o m e s .  v a l u a b l e '  "_it i s  S a v e d  from_ t h e ‘
scrapheap. I '  d much- rather s e e  things with _'high' p r i c e s  on -them-
than destroyed and lost f o r  -ever. I t  has got to be worthwhile for

' s o m e o n e  w i t h  no i n t e r e s t  t o  m a k e -  _the e f f o r t  to s e l l .  h n d _ i t
benefits the collect_or as it brings out_more interesting items
onto the m-arket.s - '- 5 ' ' -'-

=* From Charles_Brown._HanlEY=

I was wondering how many o f  your readers can remember when they
were watching t h e i r  T? s e t s  and as t h e y  watched a neighbour-
.perhaps- .drove his car _outside and _left it running_ {while he went
indoors for some reason} causin  g interference lines to appear on

' t h e  screen- running up and down j u s t  when the programme came to a'
good p a r t .  The v i e w e r  f e l t  l i k e  g o i n g  o u t s i d e  _a.nd' t hrottling
wh_oever' it was! 1 e n close a c u t t i n g  from a 1 9 5 4 -  nmgazine
{elsewhere in this issue] called fifireiess and Eflectrical Trader
that I thought your r e a d e r s  might be intere _sted i n .
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On the next two pages you will find a new feature from Steve James on
recordings you might wish to buy. I think you' l l  l ike it but  please let us  have
your comments on this feature — was it good, would you like to give your own ‘
opinions have we missed some goodies? Do write in! '

' We are also starting a small section where you can  put a request for  programs
you have missed.

i n  the meant ime some brief ment ions o f  o the r  new re leases and  re—releases

> > > > Video tape:

rI-IuIIcEFIsInos voLq II — THE Iuposrsns; THE llhl- FROM MIs
{Channel 5 Video, £199}  - ' -- ~ - _

Yet another o f  Channel: 5 s many re-re leases which will please fans of
Gerry Anderson’s supermarionation series for kids of all ages. Either you like
these th ings  o r  you don" t ,  so  the  conver ted  will need  no pe rsuad ing  Non—
believers lilse myself might be swayed by, the fact that this one contains several
original TV commercials from the 19605 for Lyons Maid ice cream. At least they
say. these are TV commercials, although they a re - i n  colour {perhaps all Gerry
Anderson productions were made in videcolor in those days}. They come complete
with the telecine lead—in used by ABC-TV in those clays and are just great. 1
loved the  one  i n  wh ich  t he  Post  O f f i ce  Tower  i s  saved by  launch ing an  i ce
lolly! - - .

_} > > :> Audio tapest

OFilGlNAL Tv' HITS OF THE sunss
{Momen t  C,105  £4 .  49}

This compilation is sub— titled Collectors Edit ion which is usua l l ya
warning that you are about to be conned. Well, these are cover versions, not
the originals but ' they come over quite well, and you' l l  probably like the picture
of a Bush TV 22 on the sleeve. Youget 11 tracks- for your money, viz. Route
66 ,  Dr Kildare, The Human Jungle, The Saint, Danger Man, The Manfrorn UNCLE,

The Avengers, The Baron, Thunderbirds, -Dept. S‘ and-The Prisoner. Harmless
enjoyment.

rv TUNES
lK—Tel cs2429, £6. 99}

50  of  W’s greatest themes it says on the sleeve and this one i s  first-
class.- Most of the tunes are from the 19605 and T05.  with a few from the 305,
and they appear to be the originals. The album. is derived from four other ones,
Television’s Greatest Hits violumesnl - l l l  and Australian W's Greatest Hits,



_::which are .. also available on the Screen IRecords labeL The present-album cuts
out a lot o f . t he  obscure American- and Australian series you. have never heard
of  and concentrates on {mainly American} ones you do remember;  Recommended.

{complies-1t '67102'0-2411-2'135 - - _ _

This is  an  American import ' [ o r i g i na l l y  on the Dec-ca_!abel}—which you 'rnay
”f ind in Virgin Flecords shops at this bargain price. The album contains competent

but so -so  versions of ten USA series "o f -  the. 19505.  ' A t '  21 .85  i t '  is” {just} worth
buying for harmless. background [ no i se '  when ' y ou ‘ f r ‘ e  ' reading 405  'Alive or
whatever. - - - - .' ’ . '  . _ ' _

NB: the-foregoing reviews are of  cassette tapes. CDii 'and LP record versions are
probably available too, but I 'm not sure. [Andy Emmerson] ' ' .-

~> '> > > PROGRAMMES wasnso

i f  you  have reco rd ings  you  are p repa red - to  lend ,  p lease  coh tac t t he
person. named direct. - 405  Aiive will NOT become" involvedi'inl any dealings
resulting from this section. ' ' ' ' - _ -

* Film-s: THE DAMNED (GB, t‘QBt], released in USA in lgt‘ié as THESE ARE THE
DAMNED. LET’S KILL UNCLE (USE-1,1965); Philip Howard, cfo Garnet Langton, FLO.
Box 4', Bournemouth, Ha-nts., 8H1  ZHY. ' ' .  . _ . . _

Horn 1Wireless a Electrical Trader 6.11.54 i - i  see ‘ Ietter .fl'om Charles Brown: on
page 5 . ‘  . - . _ _ _ ' .. . _

COMMONS DISCUSS
TV SUPPRESSORS'

Inreply to several questions on e sub'ect oftelevision interference caused by mttiltor velhicles, --Mr. Dand‘fiamnuns, the Assistant Postmaster-Gentu'a], sand that in tie-sand to issuing-a regula-tion malung the fitting of ' a suppressor oom- .pulses-y, it was useless unless i t  could be enforced._. ‘ It 1s comparatively easy to enforce the tegulaét_1on about silencers because one-can hour—if thereI! _not, a silencer. The proposal to make the- litany, of suppressors compulsory would entailrecruiting a corps of inspectors to go round look- ' '
in; at every _rnotor car. and we do not believe ._ that it 1s desirable or necessary, in viewr of the 'success which the present campai is having." ‘ 'He stud. that although he coud  not-give anyfigures showing the proportion of' so pressed-1ounsuppressed vehicles, there was s '  a steadydemand for suppressors to be fitted to older cars,posstbly as_a result of theappeals that were con--Imually being made. -

I—h .



_‘PICTURES _ - __ _ _. ' ' _
"PAGE ‘_ _ _' " ‘ Video Reviews by Steve Jones

' Standing in the City Centre 'Music Megastore' in the midst of  a seething saturday
afternoon crush, dazzled by pop videos from flashing screens and pinned to the -
spot by throbbing chart music is not perhaps the best t ime to select the best
vintage videos to rush home to  the o ld T‘v’22i Never fear lads, for I alone shall
volunteer to scour the shelves to f ind the best archive offerings. '

In this. issue I have chosen three widely available videos, and looked at  each,
paying particular attention for value for money, entertainment and authenticity-
The latter of  course, will be more importpnt to us, who will want to display
programmes on our sets as near to be ing '  as originally shown' as possible.
Naw read on... - _ _ s -.

WATCH WITH MOTHER? THE NEXT GENERATION BBC V4230 - £7. 99

This tape follows i n  the _footsteps of last years incredibly successful original
Watch with Mother compliation. This time, however, the programmes span the

_ years 1964 to 1973 and so of course will appeal to a different generation of
grown up children. I f  this tape‘ 5 predecessor was anything to go by, these '  grown
up children' will show i t  to their offspring in favour of  todays horrible American
space-zapping tripe. The tape runs for 70- mins, and include five programmes as

.. follows; Tales o f  the Riverbank Pogles Wood, The Herbs, Mary Mungo 8. Midge,
' and Barnaby the Bear. Actual transmission dates are included on the packaging

and the programmes are shown chronologically. ‘ .

Picture quality is very good. The only complaint is that the BBC have seen f i t  '
to superimpose the actual t i t le  .of each story- in horribly shimmery computer ' '
generated writing over the opening frames. This wasn t necessary originally,
so why do i t  now? The programmes were made wi th  an interesting variety of
processes including live action, stop frame models and standard drawn cartoons.
The Herbs, Mary Mungo 13. Midge, and Barnaby are in colour I 'm  afraid. It is _‘

' still very early colour though - hands up who's running a Thorn 2000 seriesll

_ VERDICT: This cassette' 5 appeal will probably be dependant entirely on your
age.

_ THE PRISONERM- EPlSDDES l 6. 2 CHANNEL 5 VIDEO CFV04742 £9. 99

. This is the fitst in a series of tapes from Channel 5 which contain all l 7  episodes '
1 is this classic sixties thri l ler. For those who don't know, the story revolves '
- around a newly resigned top-brass Government official, played by Patrick.-

McGoohan (he of  Dangerman). Just as he is packing for a well earned holiday,
_ he is rendered unconcious by a cloud of anaesthetic gas, and wisked off to the

isolation of  The Village. This is a place "where men and women have no names,
only numbers (our hero is  Number 6}, the signboords and roads lead to  nowhere,
and you can travel by taxi to any location you want, as long as _it' s. in The
Village. I t ' s  a sort of  Swiss styled Mil ton Keynes with Mihi Makes.

' Each episode has the inquisitar, an ever changing 'No. 2' (watch out for Leo
McKern and Paul Eddington) trying more and more devious ways to get No. 6
to tell them why he resigned, which of  course he doesn' 1-, despite coming pretty

r nail bitingly close. -



The—programmes vary from edgeeaf—sette‘e situations'to very surreal and over-
complex pieces. The series was made in 31%7’, and it  seems that some of the
feeeling of that particular year does come .across.  The series _'was made in

l. colour, presumably for export, as at the time in this country of course, only
’ BBC—2 was jUst starting ‘to. make headway with colour transmissions. _

' Picture" quality is rathervariable, although this is not so significant, as the
programmes themselves are all of aivery high qualityzlt seems to be the sort
of  series that everyone wishes was sti l l  around today-"in some. modern equivalent,
basically something really exciting thathas you biting the cushions as you
have to wait a" whole-week for the next episode. ' ‘ .

- VERDICT: lArguably SUperiar to The Man from' Uncle, The Championsa'nd . ' It
' other similar action-series, but how aboUt Channel 5 releasing _ those too? '

THE MONKEES VOLUlflE 2 -._'ncx cOLUMBvloEo cvtnoas ‘. £9.99 '_

'They sing, they play, and they‘re more fun' than a bar-rell of Hey Hey- i t 's
The Monkees' runsthe blurb an the back ofthe- packaging, giving you some
idea of what-we are up against with. this one. They-mayfihave song,'but did- .

'. they play? Anyway,-this' is the second of four volumes of Mankees epidsodes
from RCA—Columbia, each "containing two episodes,-in"turn-containing two
songs. - - ' -

The first programmes is~called 'Dance, ‘Monkee's, Dance' andzdatisirfrom ”-66
when they were really. at the peak‘of' their success. Thejokes and script in
general really are very corny, but of 'course'the real purpose of theseshows

' was to give an airing to a coople of new songs, and pad'out the rest of the
show with some kind of story.- The songs are- actually quite good, thanks mainly
to the songwriting team of‘Gaffin fiving, who also wrote big hits for other-
contemporary stars" in the early 3960's. - ' ' ‘ -

The second programme dates from 1968, and loses the studio audience, but
gains afro haircuts and kaftans. Whilst the 'de'rniSe of the audience may .at
first seem a "goodthing, it. does tend to leave you wondering where to laugh.
Also,” this programmes-is almoSt all—filmed out o f  doors, whereas thepreviaus .

. one was very much'studio bound. The last song in the show .'Star Collector? is
very period, with dry-ice, light boxes and CND symbols etc-'etc.‘ ' -

_Technical qUali-fy is very good: despite the l 's l - ight lyodd colour, and threw-sound-
trackoppears to be have re-mastered to high-_ fidelity-mono. . - ‘ - ' '

VERDICT: Harmless fun and-gaite good tune-5.,F’resentation is‘ completely-as .
original. _ . - ' ' -- . 2 . - ' - _ . .

Thats it  for this, issue. All the above tapes 'date- from the 1960’s, so to balanCe
things out a little, I hope to be looking at tapes of older material hext time. _
For instance, there are now several tapes of'British Movieto'ne News which may
be worth a look, and some. vintage sporting material has also'appeared. ' h

i f  you look aroundgc'arefu1'ly, there are plenty of top ' 5  around that would look ‘
_ great i f  replayed on 40541ine equipment. 1What aboUt someof'those great 'British comedies of the fifties with the likes of Alistair, Sim and Terry Thomas. '

9"



Beeb
tapes _

- wanted *5 figs: .n at
thEIfllJSiC

. Sir—TWW- fla i l . “ andI-‘neonv'inéedthat
. t on err-BBC someone; somewhere

1,119 3P9 Maehine. It hasreeordings of 1t.
acttheyerymachine Pleasecanyou hel mewhich was used to  play

the tapes of BBC Test find that someone?

the late Sills and early ._ ‘9 find this music is to
. - launch a nationwide

for help, -so I’m
_It'ismylifetime’s antho- :fitingtu newspapers

_ tiontoowntaperecor’d-in townandcity.
ingsmoiallthetapesof chi-mouttheUK.
musicplayedonthe

-BBCTestCardbetwee1_g P19389933 1191 mef953andl$65sothat inmysearct tot =
_ once they can he lifeonte s ambition by .
' pniachrnea onthe. same printing this lettpr'E '

' that layed our newspaper in e
.l the. during [Lt hope that someone, -
. periodof time. somewhere can help -
' Ihave writtento - mi - -

BBvtsadIytdiey Rooms 11. coores
can'thelpa'stheta' ilflewcohnfioad
no longerexisgsom .Edgellill

' 110:3”q mi .
Yin: 43L

l-lenley Standard September lst, I939

m TeSt of time
A LETTER i'rom one
Norman Cooper of Yorkshire
makes an unusual plea tor -
help.

He explains: “Two years
ago I bought an cit-BBC
studio 'tapc machine. In
fac t ,  the  very machine
which was used to play the -

tapes of BBC test card
music  be tween  the  la te
1950's and early l96il’s.

_ “ i t  i s  my  l i f e t ime ' s
. ambi t ion  to  own  tape

recordings of all the tapes of
music played on the BBC
test card between 1953 and

' 1965 so that once again they
can he played on thc'same
machine that played them

-. during that period of time.
“I  have written to  the

BBC but sadly they can t
help as the tapes no longer
exist, so I‘m writing to  you

. in  the. hope that your
readers can help.

“I'm certain I'm not the
only person in Britain who
liked the music and l’m
convinced that someone,

somewhere has recordings
of it. Please can you help me

. find that someone?

i feel that the" only way  to'
find this mnsic is to launch a
nationwide appeal for help,
so I’m writing” to newspapers
in every town and city

' throughout the UK.-“

. Anyone ' who can help
should get in touch with me
and I will pass on messages.

A LlFETlMEfS _AneITIoN:

Readers- .may note this letter, which" has  appeared  in  l oca l '  papers  across the.
country: art—article- on Mr Cooper also appeared in-The Guardian of September 26 .

A number of 405  Alivers have reported difficulties in their dealings with this
genmtleman he  also asked me for ass i s tance  in h i s  ques t  w: thout the  courtesy of

--a rep ly --_paicl enve lope .  When  l sugges ted  he  join 405  Alive and  take  out  an
advertisement l had no reply. 1 leave readers to draw their own conclus ions

.+m; ;mmmmm____mm__m_m_; ;__m_; - -_ - - -_____; ; -_ ;_n___ ,____h___m__f__+_

; . - _ . ' TECHNICAL NEWS ' . l
+ ————— -4————-——--ee——*———a—-——~*--—————-——4 —————' ———————————————— +

One of the nice  things about  our group i s  that we span  a wide variety of
interests from the  art i s t ic  {programming1 graph ic s  and  mus ic }  to  the .  deep ly

' technical. Nobody can be an expert in all these  fields but at least we can have
our  own specialities and  i hope  no -  one  f ee l s  in t imidated  or. a l i ena ted  if there

are  a few parts of this newsletter that are double— dutch to  them- ' '

'That  sa id  i make  no  apo logy  for some  deep—tech  s tuf f  nowl 'We  ge t  s evera l
requests for a s imple e lectronic  device  to  convert 525  line recordings  to  405

. l ines  mainly from peop le  who  innocently dont  rea l i se  what  they  are  asking!  in
the  past, this process  needed several hundredweights of electronics; nowadays

you  can get  the  necessary apparatus .nto a space  the  s i ze  of  a suitcase.  It i s

still h i - tech  stuff and would cos t  about £300  or £400  to  construct  but at l eas t

it i s  now an  attainable project for a keen  technic:  an .

One  of  our  group 'has  built h is  own.  s tandards  conver ter  and  it real ly  does
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function extremely well. He has agreed to deSign printed circuit boards so others
can make their own converter, which is marvellous news; _I won't print any more
detai ls  unt i l  he  i s  ready t o  announce  the  news bu t  I hope  we sha l l  have

' . some th ing  to say in about two issues time. This is good stuff!

Anothe r  dev ice on  'many enthus iasts  w ish  l ist- i s  'a solid— state Tes t  Ca rd  C
electronic test pattern generator. This is 'a very practicable project and could be
built into.  a case not much bigger than two VHS video— cassettes. But, and this
is a b ig  bu t ,  we need  someone wi th  the  necessary  ski l ls and  appara tus  to'.

develop it for us  th is  i s  no t  an  easy  project . -  One  o f  ou r  g roup  has  t hese  sk i l l s  -
but not a lot o f  spare ti_:rrIe if all those of  you who could make use o f  one o f_

' these wrote into me, perhaps I- could persuade him this would be a worthwhile
pro jec t !  There would be  deve lopment  cos t s  bu t  hopéfd l l y  we cou ld  spread these
among us .  Do let me know i f  you are interested — drop me  ”a line or give me  a

_ r ing.  _ _ . _ _ _ _ , . _ __ - _[Andy Emmerson]

+__________fl ;  ______  L________ fa_ -_ ;__fl___ ; *fl - __ f f _ ; ; ___ ; ; ;  _______  +

: P D R T I S H E A D  MEETING REPORT __ ' . _ w _=  .; B i l l -  Jgurneaux [
+“—- - -_ ‘—_-_—- - * ‘ “ _ “ “  ? ‘ *__ * f f f  - - - - - - : * -F * * - f - - - ; - -—-—w*——f  —————— +

This event the seventh Aerial’ vintage wireless meeting and stall _,sale
took place on  Sunday 3th September at ClarenCe House,- Portishead, near Bristol.

-_As usual it was well suppor ted  with over 150  enthusiasts  in a t tendance.  Among
the more interesting television items offered for- sale was a -Pye LV2D, also a
Channel 405 line pattern generator and two BuSh W22  sets. —

Displayed in the ante—room was the usual 405  line television sect ion, run by
Bill Journeaux and Terry Burnett with a number o f  vintage sets displaying-
'suitable vintage programmes. - -

The next meet ing  wi l l  be  he ld  on  t he  3 rd  December  1959  and admiss ion  is
str ic t ly  by  t i c ke t  on ly .  Fu r the r  deta i ls  f r om Mrs  D .  Flo'e, "I" Ashdown  Fload,
Port ishead, Bristol, 8523 EDP o r  telephone Bill Journeaux on  0202—. T48tJ'I’2. ' '

I 405  AIivers‘ Inay ca re  t o  no te  t hese  meet ings a lways have a 405  l i ne  s igna l  I
source and they are always welcome to br ing their 405  line sets to  test  o r  put

' on. display.

' +_ ;_ ;  __________ - __ ; ; __ ;___a_ ;_ -_ ; f _____ -—_;___a_—_f__ ,_ ;__ ;___ ;__¥

i FREE SUBSCRIPTION OFFER! _ _ j .  - - ' _: - " i+ -—  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' - f 4 f - -w f - -w - - * f - - - - - f *+

As you  w i l l  see- be low  _ i t ' s  renewa l  time and I am hav ing t he  cheek to'.
demand money of  you .  Ac tua l l 3 ,  I don ' t  think. 53  is  un reasonab le  for so  much
una l loyed  ha rd -  core 405 mat_cri-,al espec ia l l y  w i th  the  free book  as we l l .  but  as
a fur ther  swee tener  I am giving away a free subscr ip t ion to  t he  au tho r  or  thebes t  con t r ibu ted  a r t i c le  o f  t he  3ea r  ( i n  t he  ed i to r ' s  op in ion ,  that: i s } .  The cashva lue  is  no  b i g  dea1 . I  know  bu t  i t  is  a t  l eas t  a mark of  recogn i t i on !

The first award goes t o  (opens envelope wi th  unsteady-hand} .-;. Paul Sawte11I_
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for h is  detai led ar t ic les  on  t e s t  ca rd  mus i c .  I t h ink 'he  has  amazed  us  w i th  the

amoUnt o f  de ta i l  he  . ha s  manage? t o  s e t  ou t  111 5 .'_12h a d iges t i b l e  form.  We now

' look  forward t o  more  a r t i c l e s  o f  t h i s  ca l i b r e .  Bu t  21en i f  you  don ' t  t h ink  you-

a re  in  t h i s  l eague  shor ter  o r  more  modes t  a r t i c l e s  a r e  j u s t  as  we lcome .  We p r in t
e1  erything!  I t  i s  be t t e r  i f  you r  t e s t  i s  t )  ped  bu t c i ea r  handwr i t i ng  w i l l  do .  We
cou id '  do  with more  p i c tu re s  ' -  drawing  and  d i ag rams  seem to  r ep roduce  be t t e r
than  photos. See  wha t  you  can  no  don t  be  heS i t an t !

IT'S RENEWAL True:

Bear  405  Al ive r ,

You p l ay  a very _ impor t an t  . r o l e  i n  t he  435  L ine
Group.  Wi thou t  you  a s  a pa id  up subsc r ibe r  the
ac t ive  conSe rva t ion  and   preservation o f  t e l ev i s ion  _

. h i  s to ry  su f f e r s .  I am the re fo re  a sk ing  you  to  renew
. your subsc r ip t i on  NOW.so  tha t  I can  ma in t a in  con t inu i ty
- end .make  su re  your  nex t  i s sue  r eaches  you _as  soon a s '
. i t _  i s  p r in t ed .  405  Al ive  has  grown_ from a th in

news- shee t  t_o a r egu la r  40—plus  page  r ead  and wi th  yoUr '
£3  subsc r ip t ion  t h i s  can  be  ma in t a ined  th roughout  next '

_yea r .

_: I be l i eve  t ha t  £3  compares  favourably  wi th  o the r
' spec ia l  i n t e r e s t  news le t t e r s  and  I am convinced tha t

' 405  _Al ive .member sh ip  pays .  no t  cos t s .  The con tac t s  and
' . good  dea l s  ava i l ab l e  through the  news le t t e r  a lone  a r e

wor th_  the  dues .  Bu t  we need  -YOU i n  order t o  con t in—ue  . a l l

-We  are  doing;  so  please s end  of f  you r  cheque .

many thanks ,  _
Andy Emmerson .

The good old days 11953)! -

Gfosgonr Lirensmg- Court has
upprorrd TV In 1‘i pubs. This
Jeri rim: opens a marker for some-
:Mug like I 1110 TV ...mr Rum-1::
may; rho: the sets must be in a

new! other than me puhfir bar _ .
"ms: be operated in mum! fig!!!-
ing am! must be homfl'af only by ‘.
.rhe fire-um or 111': .rrof.
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soc-2 AND THOSE venoERFUL_TRAoe TEST COLOUR FILMS

' Malco lm Batche lorh

IL ike  many o f  _your  o ther  readers_  1 ador_e  ear ly  Tes tcard  -Hu' s i c

‘ - fa sc ina ted  by Eng ineer ing  Tes t s  and  genera l ly  wa11ow.  in  tha t  per iod
gof  Great  Br i t i sh  Broadc_as t ing  be fore  ”Day_t ime  Te lev i s ion"  came  a long  .h
. and  ruined every th ing . I  " . -

Let  me  take  you  back  21——years  ago  to  a typ ica l  day  on  BBC-  2 in   1963
when . the  Co lour  Ser i ce  was  Jus t  in  b t  g IearI . . .  . . .

9 .  00am and the day  would  s t a r t  with  a s1 ight1y  adapted  b lack  & w h i t s
.Tes tcard  'C '  on  v i I s ion  .w i th -  tone_ .  a t  9 .  05am the  f i r s t  o f  the  ha l f -
hour  tapes  would  commence .  I t  cou ld  be  any  one  o f  f i ve .  The f i r s t .
tune be ing  one o f  the  fo l l owing:  "Yankee  Doodle Rag";  "Going  Up":
“Piaz i  P i zz i" :  "High land  Hol iday";  or  "Nos ta lg ia" .  9 .  30am:  Tone; ,
9 .  35Iam:  the nex t  tape  until 9 .SBam.  Th i s  i s  when  the duty  announcer ;
would t e l l  u s  ~that"__ '—'Serv ice  In format ion  for  _the Rad io  and Te lev i s ion  I
trade would beg in  in two  minute - s"  k~ro11  on  the  drum a_s the c lock  '
t i cked  away. in  t ime  wi th  Syd DaI1e_  5 we l l  l oved_  “Walk  And Ta lk" .

Int  10 .   00am the fun began .  Captions at  the  r eady . .  . For  th i s  was
'Service  Information for -  the Radio a TV Trade .  Though l 'd  haszard a
guess  the audience_  was  a l o t  l arger  than  who  i t_  was  meant  for .
Each bu l l e t in  would give in format ion-  about Transmi t t er s  o f f -  the -a i r
or  on reduced power, details o-f new Transmi t t er s  and _Relay S ta t ions . '
news about  for thcoming  event s_  and  exh ib i t i ons  o f  in teres t  to  the  t rade .
along wi th  a br i e f  recap   then a run thrqgh  o f  those  wonderful Trade_
Tes t  Colour Fi lms  be i_ng  shown tha t_  day .  A l l  th i s  wou ld_  take  anyth ing
from two  to  five minutes  then  _hack-  to  another  tape  th i s  t ime  ac -companied-

by the magnif icent  Colour  Tes tcard  "F"  - in te_rrupted  for  f i ve  minutes  ,
_at  10 .10am for  a v i sua l  f eas t  o_f_ "Co lour Bars" .  .~ -

The Trade Tes t  Transmis s ion  now in  fu l l   swing a s  10 .  30am approaches  f
‘ and a capt ion on screen  appears  read ing  "BBC-  tv  COLOUR RECEIVER -_

INSTALLATION FILM" Yes .  Pau l  Sawte l l ' s  l ong  lo s t  l ove .  twe lve— and—a- '
ha l f  minutes  o f  good o ld - - fa sh ioned  bas i c  s tu f f  on  how to  ge t  i t  a l l
toge ther .  In  the c lo s ing  words  of  the  f i lm  i t s e l f . . .  .
"To  -sum up ,  the a spec t s  wh ich  need  to  be  checked  and occas i -ona l ly

' ad jus ted  when a co lour  to l ev i s ion  rece iver  i s  in s ta l l ed  are  a
-prov i s ion  o‘ a good s igna l  S tandard  pre l imina_ry  checks ,  s creen
”demagnet i sa t i  on,  co lour  pr ior i ty .  convergeanc  a .  r e f erence  whi te  and

; grey scale and f ina l ly  the  v i ewer  should  be  shown how to  ge t  the   best
re su l t s  from the i r  new co lour  t e l ev i son  rece iver“.- ' _

Ah. . .  - thcse 'were  the days ,  but  what  about  those  Trade  Tes t  Co lour  F i lms
1 hear you  say. Fear  no  more .  10 .  h jam d_raws near  and fo l l owing  on  '

' f rom the Co lour  Rece iver -  Ins ta l la t ion  F i lm a new capt ion  appears . . . '
“BBC—t? TRADE TEST COLOUR FI LM". ‘ Yes .  here  i t  i s .  the  f i r s t  one o f
the day .  Now depend ing  on  what  month  in  1963  you_w_ere  watch ing_  you
may have seen  one  o f  the  fo l l owing  f i lms .  "Toe  Hold  On  A Harbour"

_ about  New Zea land:  "Impress ions  o f  Expo  ' 67 "_  f rom Canada;  en joy ing .
a "Diese l  Trainr ide"  f rom Br i t i sh_  T—ransport  F i lms:  or  v iewing  a zany

-car toon  from France en t i t l ed  ”Vi l l a  Mon Reve"("My Dream House“ ) .
Ei ther  way th i s  wou ld  be  a shor t . tak ing  us  through  to  a few minutes -
of  Tee tcard  "F"  and mus ic  t i l l  the  l ead-  in  to  "P lay  Schoo l“  a t  11 .n0am.

Now what  can  you  remember  here?  Monday  was  "Use fu l  Box Day"  ITuesday

“DreSs ing -Up  Day"  ( tha t s  where  we  went  w_rong wi th  our  k ids ! ! )  t
Hednesday  was  "Pet s  Day”  and  Fr idaIy  "Ec ience  Day" .  Buthat  was  Thursday?
Er . . .  you  mean  you  d idn_ '  t watch- - i t? ! !  - -- 1—
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C.K. Back'to Testcard "F" at 11.253m and.then Syd Dale taking u s  into
another Service Information b u l l e t i n  a t  1 1 . 3 n a m .  f o l l o w i n g  on w i t h  the

;second Trade Test Colour Film o f  the day- which could be anything from
a mouthwatering f i l m  about New Zeala_nd ap_ples c a l l e d  " C a s e  H i s t o r y " ,
"Birth Of A Rainbow" about Rainbow Trout a film showing the buirflng

. c  Live rpool's Cathedral ca_lled "Grown Of Class". o r  one of John
'Betjeman'  s superhly narrated _National Heritage films "Beauty In Trust"-
o r _ " J o u r n e y  Into The Weald 0 f  K e n t " .  fond m e m o r i e s  t h e r e .

' T h e  film a t  11.  33am would tend to run for 1 5  o r  2 0  minutes taking u s
' b a c k  to Testcard "F" then Colour Bars at 11 .55am for five minutes. .j
-with music-interrupted for h minutes of Tone at lZmidday. ”
At 12.10pm the second Showing o f  the “Colour Receiver Installation Film"
to 1 2 .  2 3 pm _when back t o  T e s t c a r d  " P "  and m u s i c  t i l l  1 2 .  30pm w h e n  the
s c r e e n s  went blank and everyone w e n t  off_ f o r  -an e x t r e m e l y  large lunch.

_Largel because Trade T e s t s  _were not resumed till 2 .  00pm !!!

= I n t o _  the afternoon then... Testcard on 2 a t  2 . . . .  w i t h  Tone and Music
till 2 .  23pm when Syd Dale takes up h i s  baton one more time and it'  s the
fina1 Service Information b u l l e t i n  o f  the d a y  a t  2 .  30pm. ( h .  30pm i n '

latter years). The afternoon pattern takes shape with a Trade Test
Colour Fi_lm at 2. _33pm the final showing o f  the day of_ the Colour Receiver
Installation Film a t  3- .  1 0 p m  and then Trade T e s t  C o l o u r  F i l m s  o f  a

'slightly longer length at 3 .  30pm. h.  30pm and 5. 30pm genera-11y 2 5 -  30mins
in duration ranging from the delightful- "Giuseppina" a d a y  in the life
.of a lonely Italian girl, the jfasc'inating "Home-made Car" a new life
_in India in EA Peaceful Revolution“.j the story of "Paint" from t-he'
Shell Film Unit and "The Splendid Domain" showing how Canadians enjoy
l i f e . .  After each film i t  w a s  back to the Testcard " F "  w i t h  music and

tone and time out a t  10minutes p e a t  e a c h  hour for five minutes of
_Colour Bars. All th_is t i l l  evening programmes commenced o r  during the
summer months Cricket coverage was relayed on BBC— 2 from h. 30pm.

' I f  BBC—2 programmes were t o  begin after 7pm then the final Trade Test
-Colour Film o f  the d a y  w o u l d  h e  tran-smitted a t  6 .  30pm and would u s u a l l y

be selected from the l5'-_-20 min. range,_e.  g .  "How- A Motor Car works"
_ from She_ll, " S t o r y  In The R o c k s "  a b o u t  P a l e o n t o l o g y .  " S m a l l  P r o p e l l e r "

'about a speedhoat rescue service o r  perhaps just "Colour TeleviSion"
from Mullard ( l a t e r  replaced w i t h  f I t ' s  The Tube That Makes The C o l o u r " ) .

So that wraps up a t y p i c a l  " D a y t i m e  o n  2 "  2 1 -- y e a r s - a g o  w h e n  Trade T e s t s

were a t  their m o s t  a c t i v e  and m o s t  e n j o y a b l e  w e r e  " T h o s e  Wonderful

Trade T e s t  Colour_Films....'. .

I Radiosaras ‘ Ltd.
FOR ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS-BY RETURN
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- ' _ +
I BBC T? TEST CARD HUSI C — a personal  vie_w in three par t s  ' i
I by PhHL SAHTELL- 1 .x .  B .  I .  I . '  M. P .  h .  _ _ _= . -  - _ 1
I ' ' g _ ' - _
I P_art three - 1973  to  1933 .  I_ _ _ _ _ +

In- thedajst art ic le  we arr ived  a t  the  s tage  where  areduct ion  in  tape
speed at the  BBC from 15  ip s  to 7 .  5 ip s  enab led  them to  compi l e  50  minute
(p lus )  sequences as opposed to the o ld  30  minute ones; another change was the

' disappearance of the BBC signal ( the  musical notes B .  B and 0..- and finally the
tone (1  kHz on B501.  400 H: on 13302) was transmitted every 15 minutes instead
of every 25.

Although i t  was sad to see the  end of  the half-hour tapes as the format had-
stood the test o f  time. the new tapes were certainly very varied and exciting
All of a sudden there was  a new system to get  the hang of. and leads o f  lovely
new recordings to make. Superb selections from great shows such as 'Showboat' _
My Fair Lady' and ’Okiahomai'  were on  offer on BBC2 while on  BBCI there were ;

some Offenbach compos i t i ons  as  we l l  a s  the  usua l  mixture of  l ighter  music .
September 1973  saw the end o f  the Trade Test Colour Films on 3302 having '
been transmitted regularly s ince 1954.  It was decided that as there were colour
programmes shown throughout  the day on one or  other  channe l  the t ime .
available for transmission of  the test card had been reduced. So. it was agreed—
with the T? trade that the available time on  BBC2 would nowr be filled with the
test card and service information announcements. These would now be at _.430
pm instead of 2 .  30. but would remain at 10 .  00 am and 11 .  20  am.

Around this time. they were becoming less regimental about tone transmissions - '
the 'every fifteen minutes" routine soon gave way to every 25 again.“then every - -
55. January 1975 saw severe  reductions in  the BBC2 trade' tes t ' sc 'hedule '  -
apparently due to .‘Auntie s d iminish ing  reserves -{and the need to conserve fuel} -

the 3302 network would now be  off the  air from 9 .  00am until 10 .  20  followed by
test card at 10 .  30  until 2 .  5 minutes before Play School at 11.00. The test card "
would then be shown (usually with,  tone no music)-  unt i i  11.30 .  The network
would then close again. -unt i l .  1550  followed by the test card a t  1500 until the
start of scheduled prograMes. The only exception to this was i f  there was a
break of less than mo hours between programmes during the day (often this
would happen during live coverage of  political party conferences educational "
programmes etc) when the test  card and music would be transmitted. The other
exception was Saturdays when  they  wou ld  transmit tes t  card  and music  a
programmes throughout the day.  As  i f  all this was not enough. in November 1975 -
after a period of ten months without any new tapes someone had the bright
idea of melting the test card sound l ike nearly every other musical medium by-
putting together tapes of pop vocals!  Fortunately this trend d id  not last very
longl I say 'fortunately' because I believe those who like pop music are very-
well catered for: the test card music was always something a little different and
I '  could not see why i t  should suddenly have to be 1'hroughi: into line' with Radio '
One!
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All these vocals were 'cover versions“ . that i s  to say they were recorded by
session singers based on the original records As  I said in  the first article. the
BBC test card music must  NOT be available to  the public on commercial records.
However  there  was  a l a t er  voca l  tape  conta in ing  songs  by  Bread .  Pau l -
McCartney. Helen Reddy etc: anyone possessing the original commercial records
would swear blind that they were identical to  the tracks used on the test  card!
lilell. yes they were and no they weren*t. Actually these were what we call ' ou t -
takes'. That is to say that where a recording session takes place outside the UK.

,many  'taices' o f  a song will be done before the producer is entirely happy with
one. o f  them.  That  ' take '  goes  on the  commercial  record  and i s  so ld  to  the
publ ic .  However. by spec ia l  agreement.  the  other ' takes '  no t  used. can  be
transmitted by the BBC as '1ib‘rary' music;  it fulfils the basic qualifications as
the  recording took place abroad and that tape is not issued to the publ ic !  '

1976  saw the first fully classical  tape on BBCZ; whereas BBCl hadhad  several _
such tapes this was the first on  3802 not  to contain any ' i ight'-  pieces.  In fact
there were  some tracks  played by" the  woodwind sect—ion o f ‘ the  Norwegian _
Broadcasting Orchestra. which had featured on a BBCI tape in May ”1975 .  ”Thi s

- tape did not last too long. however.  possibly because there was only one word
to describe i t  -_ BORING! Although the music itself was good and the playing
superb. it was a full hour of  exactly the same thing! Rather like today' s Ceefaz '
tapes. . . _ .

well out of the "vocal' trend came a superb selection of tapes on both B501 and.
BBGZ in 1977.  A beautiful mixture of  classical and light. again with the odd ‘
'novelty' number thrown in  for good measure. 1981  saw a lovely tape-  appear on .—
3361  much o f  which  were repea t s  from the  'good o ld  days '  of  the  30  minute
tapes. These were played by the Savoy and Siegfried Herath orchestra and it
was  60  minutes of sheer delight - light music of a type seldom heard nowadays.

' Television Presentation were always on the ball in those days. and when this -
country dec lared  war  over  the  Falklands.  i t  was  cons idered inappropriate to
have  ' i a szy  l a t ln——amer ican '  mus ic  over  the  t e s t  card .  So .  the  br i e f  to
Internat ional  Record ings  ( the  revamped  Foreign Recordings  Uni t  a t  the  BBC '
responsible for collecting and compiling test card tapes along with many other '
duties)  was to  supply two tapes which were 'sombre. but not too funeralistic'.
As  i t  turned out the war was soon over; but the two tapes continued well into
1934 .  ' - .

March  1983  was  as  far as  I am concerned .  the  end  o f  the  s tory :  a f t er
transmitting a toot card regularly since 1947  the BBC suddenly decided that on
no  account should a television set  be s e t  up on a test card. So .  the first day of
BBCI'  s Breakfast Time was also the first day without Trade Test Transmissions.
Ceefa'x pages were destined to rule instead. I think I could shoot have coped
with this if the music had not been toned down to  sheer mediocrity. Apart from
the occasional interesting tape the Ceefax scene has been a musical graveyard.

. In fact I am told that the BBC- hardly ever compile a tape themselves these days _
but leave it up to the music publishers to do it for them! ' '

So  of conc lus ion .  I be l i eve  the  BBC te s t  card has  provided an invaluable
platform for the work of many musicians. work which we  would probably never '
have  heard  due  to  i t  no t  be ing  commerc ia l  enough  for  genera l  re l ease .
Tremendous variety of material. special tapes {two for Lilal'entine s- Day 1981;
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dhristmas tapes - s ince .  197-6 ;  Falklands war - tapes ! )  a l l  superb ly  played and
arranged If someone asked me _to provide a commercially available record which
would sound like test card music ,  I just wouldn't  know where to star1:.I '

The author would be  very happy to hear from anyone who shares an interest  in
this subject, also tram anyone who would like to swap info,  recordings etc.- Write

- to  Paul Sawtell,  20  Seymour Road, Stourbridge,  West Midlands.  9Y9 8TB. Or you -
may telephone 0384 - 8956?9 .

_SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT
_I Following much recently declared interest in BBC- test  card music,  it'  i s  _

hoped i t  may be  possible  to  hold  a test  card music convention some time next
year. It i s  very much in  the early stages of organisation at present but i t  i s
believed th is  will be a unique opportunity for all those genuinely interested in
this music to  get together. lllould anyone who  i s  interested please I- contact me at

20 Seymour Road, S'tourbridge,  West.— Midlands ,
- receive further information as i t  becomes --avallable.-

October [939 ' ELECTRONICS worms: 1 mLess wenLo

e" '

«a
ss

-e
ye

la
sh

l .
“

- -
 

' 
, -

 
Ju

l. 
'

*'
 Il'

t-l
-r

-v
f-s

‘ll
fl'

 
.-

' 
-I

 ' 
- 

1-
I

..
 

.-
 

ll
-l

' 
I.

 
. 

.:.
. 

. 
-

11
11

. 
m

m
 

1 
l1 .

' 
'=

 
+1

 
. 

- 
I

1‘
 

,m
' 

. 
. 

‘ 
.

11
.1

I.
..

_
, 

I.
.- 

-
-I

-.
- 

v“

.=
' 

.I
' 

. 
'1

' 
' 

_.
 

'
. 

, 
, 

. 
. 

. 
. 

F 
I. 

I
1.

.
- 

‘
11

 
w

 
-

1
,1

:
' 

l
' 

' 
a 

. 
4.

 '1
 : 

‘ 
-I,

"I
-"

 , 
'

'.
 

'
, 

1 
-

,-‘.
{'

1
1

,1
.

a 
: 

.l
l-

I-
 

-. 
- 

. 
.

I.
_.

'
I

-.
 

. 
gm

.

' 
.1

 
,

' r
 

..
‘ "

In
 ' 

' 
‘

.
. , 

.
- 

....
I- '

- 
' 

'
'1

 
I 

I 
‘1

 
P

”

#

Adele Dixon opens the world’ s first public television service from Studio A at the
' Alexandra Palace on November -,2 -.l936 AP's

(Photo: BBC)
lien‘iage is now; under threat.

Ally Pally threat
. - The cradle of television broadcasting,
‘ the Alexandra Palace in north London,

may not after all have its old BBC studio
space converted to a television museum

. because of the high cost of the plan. '
‘Ally Pally as it is affectionately known,

‘ was badly damaged by fire In 1980 but
its owner, Haringey Council, decided In

the public interest to restore the build-
ing at a cost of £45M, work which is
nearly completed

The south east wing, home of the
world' s first regular television service, '
was not damaged by the fire, and its use
as an exhibitionof television history and--
development was proposed by the

DYs 8TB, enclosing a 311.3 to '
'[Paul Sawtelll

Royal Television Society in 1985, as'the .-

- BBC was about to celebrate the Sflth
anniversary of its television service.
However, the proposals were costly and
the television industry did not commit .
sufficient funds. The position has re-

' mained uncertain ever since. it now
seems that Haringey Council may offer
the studio area to Mountview Theatre
School for scenery storage.

Another plan, for a Birth of Broad—
casting .,Centre run. by a full-time staff _

' and._costing around £31111 to set up, has
been 'put '  forward by the Alexandra"

' I Palace Television Trust. TheTrust corn- _
_- prises membersffrotn the broadcasting _

and equipment industries, and those
who were there at the birth of television
in 1936.
- Their work should not be lost. But  the

.future for the museum seems uncertain
unless a scheme can be' found which
could complement the present day uses
of Alexandra Palace, and meet the need '-
for economic viability. This might mesh
11 more modest start to the project, with
an expenditure counted in thousands
instead of millions, staffed on an occa- _ .
sional basis, say whenother events are
staged at the new Alexandra Palace. I I

' The Ally Pally Trust can be contacted
at l Coleridge Gardens, London NW6
30H - _ f-Rogerljmloofl

A letter suggesting collaboration was sent to this organise tlon at  the edit of
September but no reply has been received two 111011 the later. ' -
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_©i‘ifi§fififi§ on

Hith-on1y a few more DI-ing days to Christmas HE _thought it would be a good opportunity
to take a _look at some of the special captions used on BBC—I and BBC-2. The now dis-

,continued Test Card “F“ has.a1so seen various changes during festive seasons. Alas. it is
rather doubtful vhether He shall see any further high jinks with the test card this
"Christmas unless the engineers at Television Centre in London have plans to interrupt
-transmission of'sample- Ceefar pages. One can but hope .

BBC-1 . - _

'In 1980 the familiar BBC-1 Globe caption was replaced by figures skating around a central
sn-owman(se_e Fig. 1). This caption was rather ingenious in that during the day the skaters
were shown racing around on a.bright.-crisp vinter' s morn. Hhen it use used to link even-
ing programmes the _background Has dimly lit and for late evening programmes the moon __
and stars were shining. bright1v.
In 1931 the BBC-1 Christmas captiOn consisted of no less than five small globes of

various colours and sizes(see Fig. 3)and resembled decorations on-a tree. This HES certainly
one of__ the most colourful Christmas captions to he used. -
Last year"s caption'uas less colourful but very complicated. It is depicted in Fig'4:The

twelve “limbs" of the snow flake revolved,each catching the light but not each other .
Probably it was all done by mirrors but 10 out of 19 to the-designers for inventiveness.

Fig.3 1981'CHHISTHAS GLosss _ Inge LAST'YEAR'S snovm



CHRISTMAS TEST CARDS -_ _ . - - .
1930 Has a very good year for test card frivelities as Figs 5 ta 3 ehoH.FiE 5 13 a clcs_e-
up of the centre circle displaying.a Christmas pudding perched on Carol's tahde. It Hasn't
there for long -perhaps the engineers sccffed it for lunch _

All these additions t c 'Tes t  Card "'F""II Here seen _cn Christmas Day.fln ether cccasions the
test- card has been radiated Hith a ccnpdeted game of noughts and crcsses, the Herd “COLOUR'-'_'
in a bright cheery yell H and “Herry Christmas“ superimposed over the letterhcx area Even '

the entire central display area has been
replaced by an electrcnic replica 3

Test Card “G“ received the- festise treatm
"'  ment in 1981 Hhen large red identifiCatien

. edged Hith_ Hhite .Has used fer a brief period
BBC-J-

a large retating sneH flake Has the theme .fcr
the 1930  336—2 Christmas caption.It Has made-

" from glass(er perhaps plastic)and rotated
steadily(He11, alncst)betHeen programne
_.juncticns. The capticn is stn in Fig 10.
' The three revolving candles(see Fig.11) _

_ Here first transmitted on Decemberrzhth .1981
5555- cumin ' - and remained in Service for five days. A suite

_ ' a ' " -_ able festive jingle accompanied the capticn ‘
F1515 TEST'CARD F HTTH HOLLY _at  the start o f -  each presses-e cpening -

OVER THE LETTERBCK _ ‘ sequence.
v \ \ , Last year '1'. Special caption caseisted of I

_ 1 ‘
Ae

. - L“. . .  "J  5 . -  J- -

Fig.6 CLcsE up 0F Grimm
PUDDING —

' Fig.7 scanner FOCUS 31113.11 1.930 _ - 11.; 9 comm TEST cm *0! HIT}! mass -, , _ - _ . _ Tm LIFE IDENT , _ 1419 ' - -



' _  three green glass trees which revolved
ISoneuhat erratically at times. In fact one
of the trees looked as though i t  could
have been prematurely felled given a slight
puff o f 'v i ed . ' The caption_first appeared
on Christmas Eve in gleaming,pristine

Icond i t ion  but by the 28th there were one
;_ or two smudged finger prints on at least

' ~ one of the glass evergreens. _

E35; .1 :  This large anon flake was
' u_sed on BBC—2 hack in

1930. The material used
._ for  this caption proved

to be popular with the ."
-. designers as a similar

medium.flas used for the
follouing=tuo years.

I§§£L___: The three candles_coup1ete
with green.ho113'revolved

' steadily in 1931. ' -

There_are other eramples of unusual captions
and test cards shown at Christmas. some of
which appear in the January I984 edition of
'“Television'.

we are planning a short article about
.330 Schools Television captions so  if you
have any photographs please send them to

EBBI(2 , Teleaadio News. .- I _ I ‘ '

Fig. 12 s In 1932 the theme for
Christmas was a set of

-three revolving trees. _
He shouln't have long to
wait to see what. the theme
is forI II983.

The above ar t i c l e  f i r s t  appeared in  the long—dis tance  t e l ev i s ion  (DI-TV) magazine ,
TaleRadio flaws in  December 1983. Since  then ,  the  d ig i ta l l y  generated-Test  Card "F" .has
been radiated on several  occasions at  _Christmas wi th  various amendments and so the
tradi t ion of  f e s t ive  test  cards i s  s t i l l  carr i ed  on by some enginEers at  Te lev is ion
Centre!
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FIRST it was a music hall .
SECOND i t  was a cinema

_ LATELY B.  12.1113- radio studios.
BUT Once upon a__ time. i t  was Alpha Television Studios at As ton ._  '

It was  the  . . 11d lands  home  o f  the  ABC and  ATVr t e l ev i s ion  companies  ATV --
Hondays to  Fridays and ABC — Weekend television

There were three  main s tudios  of  var ious  s izes ,  p lus  an announcers
studio situated in the Master Control Area.  Alpha Studios were jointly owned

_ and operated  by  AT‘ir {now Centra l )  and  ABC (now Thames  Te lev i s ion)  I t ‘
employed  and  shared  most  o f  the  peop le  needed  to  produce  a show from i t s :

studios .  Up .  until  its closure in  the  la te  1960s  i t  was the oldest established 1T1!r
studios in the country. - __ . _

During late 1968  or  early 1969.1 vis i ted the studios with .my parents to
watch a live programme that  was  popular a t -  that time'_— The Golden Shot ”wi th
Bob Monkhousei _ . .  . . .

i f  you can imagine a cinema with the balcony seating, no  stall seats- but
cameras. lighting and microphones together with performers and the studio floor
slightly raised it will give you a good idea o f  what it was like at that time.

ABC left in 1983.  and ATV remained until their own studios in  Birmingham
City Centre were built. in readiness for the launch of 625 colour studios on the
entire lTV-  network in  November 1969.  ' - '

The building remained derelict until 1974 .  when B....RlIlB moved in and
have remained there to this day .  = .
f - ' {Frank Peplowl

And now for those of you who like me. were a lways  puzzled by 'a mystery
programme which  never  appeared  in  the  TV Times  here  i s  the  exp lanat ion
courtesy of Frank Pepiow

MONDAY'S Newcouses

Every week it was felt that the advertising industry should be  allowed to.
preview the new advertisements that were due to be released on the air for the -
first time ever. . -

. The time selected for this was  10.  00  a.m. {I think).  No announcements in
sound were ever made - but  a caption explained that 'Monday's Newcomers'. as

they were ca l led .  were about to hit the screen. They started with so  second
commercials then reduced them to 45  s econds .  then 39  secondsl 15  seconds and
T seconds.  '

Some commercials  wou ld  appear .  to  be  shown over  and-  over  again but.- '
looking back some did have slight differences in them. Perhaps this was the ‘
idea of  i t -  all  - to  show only the best  ones in the normal commercial time s lots .
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af ter  the  l a s t  ? second  commerc ia l  had  been  shown.  a f i lmed
' announcement simply read: . - ' -

' HONDAYS NEWCOMERS
THE END. _ .

Then the picture faded to  Black and normal trade test transmiSsions were
resumed. _ ,

+ _________________________ ' ___—___—_—————;———___  ——————————'———————  +

l sapaass aovsaTIsrno roa Tv .1937  STYLE .- - David Lazell  l
++--———-—-—--———:-———+—————-—e-——e—————-—————-——-———--—-———--+—e+

'T_o adver t i s e  t e l ev i s ion  in  a nat iona l  newspaper  which  c irculates
throughout‘the British Isles  at  a time when te lev is ion  programmes operate only
within the London Service Area. would have been waste. of money}. declared the
HHV dealers magazine ( 'The 1ll'olce' ) in December 193? .  True. but dafter things
happen in  satellite te lev is ion:  ' _

- Thefistory o f  the promotion of  ' television to the nation i s  a .  fascinating story.
and some aspects of the .  copy would not .  be  unfamiliar in ~our Sky TV. age. "The
Voice'  . approximately quarto size.  was published monthly. using black and white -
pictures plus features. to  generate business go— getting among dealers. Thus. in
the later 1936s .  i t  was more Likely that you would come upon promotions for
radiograms than mention of  television but.  as already indicated. the Christmas

business of 1937  was somewhat television oriented -

' 'The Dai ly  Espres s ' . ha  broadshee t  at  the  tim_.e was  used for a spl it-run
advertising campaign. whereby copies distributed in the London TV area included
a fui lpage  advertisement for telewvlsion whilst copies dest ined for lesser parts

' o f  the nation had a‘ swap. using a full page promotion for radiograms. —There is
a connection. by  the way When I l ived in  Bridgend (Glamorgan) in the early
1950s .  a genial neighbour used to  play Frankie Laine and Mario Lansa records
on  his radiogram while looking at h i s  te levis ion set.  sound turned down as the
drama had somehow lost  his a_ttent—._ion Stray cal lers.  s ee ing  what they thought
was  t e l ev i s ion  for the f irst  t ime  were .  dare  I say .  bemused  The  full  page
advert isement .  inc luded  in  some  700 .  s ee  cop ie s  oi’ ‘The  Dai ly  Expres s ' .  was

introductory in  the  style  o f  Sky  TV and 383 adver t i s ing .  w i th  the  head l ine :
- ITlilLEiJ'ISIllN FOR 5.1 AWEEK . . .  What  does  i t  bring you today?. About  a third o f

the page was taken up with a repro o f  a boxing match. as seen on television.
_ and below this. three miniature pictures of Hidlir television sets Readers were

promised 'absolute ciarity'.  and the  body copy.  in rather small type one must
admit. mentioned various attractions.  the  type matter relieved by an inset pic of
the Alexandra Palace TV mast.  ' -

At the  foot of  the  advertisement.  ' a  " please  fill in  and post'  coupon invited
readers to  enquire for farther details Thus.  on Friday November 19 th  19.37

‘Br i ta in '  a f irst  full  page  advert is iement  for. 405  l ine  t e l ev i s ion  was  produced .
"The Voice' ran a n ice  p iece  about  the  way tha t  the 'thirteen giant presses'  at
"The Da i ly  Espres s ' .  and the  careful  s crut iny  o f  members  oi’ the  Circulat ion

_'Department ensured  tha t  the  r ight  issue's went  to  the right d i s tr ibut ion .
including the trains that left London for the nether regions of Britain at about
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3 a .m. Mr L. Needham. the then advertisement director of 'The Daily Espress '
and Mr A.  "S .  Radford. advertising manager for BMW. were photographed 'checking
the first copies of the television announcement  at 2 .  3G a .  m . '  whi ls t  an art paper
‘pull‘ of the advertisement was used for subsequent  publici ty purposes .  .

Today. of course. advert ising agencies  do  this sort  of  thing wi thout  blinking an
eye l a sh  ( sp l i t  adve r t i s i ng  runs .  t ha t  i s  -— bu t  t hen  _i wr i t e  a s ' a .  f o rmer
copywriter who once did dockyard cranes as well  as  p ianos  in  the  matter  o f
publicity).  Duly a cynic would suggest that  peop le  beyond IBarns i ey  might have
l iked  to  s ee  the  t e l ev i s ion  adve r t i s emen t .  t oo .  i f  only- . a s  a p romise  of  good
things to come.  . As they say .  i f  t he re ' s  anything good going. you can be  sure-
the  London fell: will make sure  they ge t  hold  of  i t .  _

Incidentally. dealers  in the  London  _a rea  took te lev is ion  se r ious ly , ‘  and. sometimes
_sar ranged  quasi i ' conce r t  occas ions  ( television showing plus neat  sandwiches} in

their heavily carpeted showrooms  Bu t .  t o  afford a qu id  a week for television in
193'? meant tha t  you  were  somewhat wel l --hee led .  anyway. Some en thus ias t s .

' bu i l t  their own te levis ion  s e t s .  though th is  aspect  o f  garden shed  hobbyism i s
somewhat overlooked.  Bu t  i f  you  cou ld  not  afford te lev is ion .  and the parlour
was too small  for a radiogram you and the missis could always go to  bed early-
Some radio dealers also so ld  prams. - -

.1. —————— ————————————-———-——.—.—.————————————_—_—__——————_——_—__———————+

-I TEST PATTERN nun CAPTION SLIDES: a BRIEF sows . . _ _ I “
+- - - - -—*- - -—-———-vvf - - -v - - - -* - - - - -ww- - -—+- - - - - -—-- - -—-—-*  - - - - - - -  +

Some o f  you wil l  be  aware I am amassing a col lect ion of  these which will
be  put onto videotape nex t  year. In the process  o f  researching and collecting
these I have come upon a few odd facts wh ich  may make the eventual tape a ]
l i t t l e  c l ea re r .  Un t i l  t he  ( r ecen t )  deve lopmen t  o f  so l i d -- s t a t e  {a l l -  e l ec t ron i c}
frame s to res  and cap t ion  gene ra to r s  s l i de s  were  t he  mos t  f l ex ib l e  means  of
generating st i l l  pictures and  messages  in  t e lev is ion .

Most i'i‘A stations were suppl ied  w i th  a standard s e t  of  s l ides .  The reason is
that  the Marconi company supp l i ed  t ransmit ters  to  the ISA on a ' turnkey basis

in other words the customer j u s t  plugged the thing i n .  turned the  key and i t
was all ready to go. With each  stat ion came a set  of  standard apology cap t ions .

_ {you know the sort of thing. normal serv ice  will  be  resumed as soon  as possible.  '
e t c . )  and  some sti l l  pictunes of  l andscapes .  Genera l ly . )  e ach  ITA t r ansmi t t e r .
would transmit the still  picture for a period each day. then cut to black and.
show Test Card 0 instead.  The picture chosen changed from day to day and they

. c ea sed  showing these just before Test  Card C was  replaced by D_. .

Inc iden ta l ly .  you  may have  wonde red .  a s  I u sed  t o .  why  they  p rov ided  the
mess-age "An Announcement in Sound i s  now being made“ . after all this would be
pretty obvious when you heard the  announcement .  The reason i s  that  many TV
shops would have the sound on  their sets  turned down and i f  a TV station had
to  leave the air for any reason .  they might miss the announcement and then
find b lank  sc reens  on the i r  s e t s  mThe v i sua l  cap t ion  would  (hopeful ly)  alert
someone to turn up  the vo lume!  . {AEII - - .
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+_____a____n_-_ ;_______- , -_ ;_ -na—s_——_; ,_ -__4____—-_____; ;__  _____  +

1 ran sronv or G3CTS 1 ' - —- _ - Andy Emmerson :_
+*‘ f?H-*- -—"f - - -—f- - - - -—f—-—F-- -" - - -————-——-—Phi—"‘—w—-T ———————— +

In Britain very'  few private television stations have been permitted ' to
broadcast signals: in issue 3 I described one and here are details of another

_ During the early 1955s  the Television Society. now the Royal Television
Society.  took the progressive idea  that  i t  could st imulate  technical  development

--_of television by  operating its own te lev i s ion  station Here i s  a brief  Summary of
events .  taken largely from contemporary reports »

1952 :  Tedhnica l  descr ip t ion  o f  the  Te lev i s ion  Soc i e ty ' s  proposed
transmitter in TV (vol  6 :  no .  11 .  pp 4421’s}.

January 195:3 GSCTS is  the station of  the  Television Society. soon to  be
"installed in the Nor-wood Technical  College. South London. Full coverage of  the

London area.  except to  the  south  and  eas t  of  Ndrwood. is expected  with.
initialiyp 25 watts input to  a QQVDG—  40  PA.  London readers may like to start
constructing a converter for 427 11!c in readiness to  receive transmissions from
this station. The sound channel wi l l  be  on  424 .5  Mcfs. so  that both sound and
v i s ion  wi l l  be  capab le  o f  recept ion  on  a s tandard  TV se t  fo l l owing  the
converterr [RSGB Bulletin]. - - '

_ March 19:53 Telev i s ion  Soc i e t 'y s  Exhibitinon The Te lev i s ion  Soc i e ty '  a .
exhibi t  consisted of a te levis ion transmitter designed for propagation tests at
427  Mcfs. using the standard.  405  l ine  v ideo waveform. iPTVi.  '

June 1953 :  Society's  Own Transmitter In  an effort to  increase the export
I of  Brit ish t e l ev i s ion  rece ivers  the  Te lev i s ion  Soc i e ty  w i l l  bu i ld  i t s  own
transmi t ter  for  the  broadcas t ing  o f  sa l e s  propaganda  programmes  to  the
Continent. [PTV]. (While this sounds an excellent idea. i t  is more likely that

someone had  go t  the wrong end or  the  s t i ck  here and  propaganda was a -
misunderstanding for propagation l )  .

May 1954: sJIT [amateur station at  Dunmow. Essex! has received test
bars  from the Television Society's stat ion 63CTSXT at Norwood.

July 1957 :  The transmitter of  the Television Society i s  now in operation
at Norwood Technical College.  I t  has the  dual object of  providing a service to
the radio industry for tes t ing  Band  IV recept ion  and provid ing  a means  o f

training students. .It is hoped that in the future i t  will be possible to  televise-
the lectures given at the college.  The TV Society has just held i t s  28th ACM.

when it was stated that transmissions would take place on Mondays Wednesdays

and Fridays from 7pm to  9pm. with Test  Card C and a tone.  [PTV].

1953 :  The T ::l: v i s ion  Society .-transmltter at  Horwood Technical  College is
now in action. and regular weekly transmiss ions  are being made. The operator is

Martin Salter  GSRJCXT. who  i s  a BATC member  as  we l l  as be lo-nging  to  the

Television Society. Vis ion frequency i s  430  twin and sound i s  on 426 .  5 Mcis.  For

further information contac t  Mr Rowlands  ( s en ior  l ec turer}  or  G3RJCIT a t  the
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college. Reports of reception will be -mos t  welcome. Ice—TV 50].-

_ 1964 :  Nomood Technical College  have added a two stack 32  element a r r ay .
on  a ro ta tor  and hope  to  s t a r t  t e s t s  again  . soon .  GSRJGXT looks  after t he
station. GSCTSXT [CQ TV 521.

October 1965 :  A description of  amateur TV station iG-GGTSIT. The; station i s
currently be ing  used  in  t he  t ra in ing .  of some fifty fu l l  t ime  ‘Diploma Cour se
students and a number of  part—time. day'__'and evening course students a t tending-
Television Technology classes.  The  v i s ion ' t r ansmi t t e r  . on  a frequency of  430
Mcfs uses a power input to  the final s t age .  of  150'  watts. Sound power of;
is 45  watts input t o  the  final s tage,  using 426 .51 . ! c  There are two sets o f
aerial arrays. GBCTSIT has  a_ 10 -  e l emen t .  broads ide  array for each transmitter.

' - d i r ec t ed  due north from a s i t e  g iv ing  l i ne -  of-site over  London .  Dr iv ing  is via
surface wave  f eede r s .  The re  i s  a l so  a 16 -  ove r  16  s lo t  e l emen t  b roads ide ,
rotatable with a range of  30 -40  miles in  standard condit ions.  The facilities

a t  GECTSIT  a l so  i nc lude  C C T V  fo r  co l l ege  p rog ramme  p re sen t a t i on  _... i n
collaboration wi th  other Depar tments  of  the co l l ege . ‘

_ Desp i t e  appeals  i n  RTS- pub l i ca t i ons  and fur ther  r e sea rch  I have  been
unable to  e_stablish whether  G3CTS achieved what  i t  se t  out: to do .  It appears to

-have  been  used  for ama teu r  t e l ev i s ion  expe r imen t s ,  bu t  whe the r  broadcas t
transmissions for trade tes t  purposes were made i s  unclear.  Feedback would be -

- most  welcome.  ' - -- - .

1'il'l'hat you may a sk '  became o f  this pioneering TV s ta t ion? .  The answer i s .
no th ing  one  day  about  20  yea r s  ago the  vanda ls  go t  i n  and smashed
everything in sight.  and  that was  the end  of GSCTS (except that the college
still holds the cal ls ign}.  Shame. '
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sets. i'lon-Ipieteljlr portable. incorporates. Wobbu la to r -  All or CW Signal Generator
Pattern Generator Audio Osci i la tor-  AC and  DC { inc lud ing  EHT} voltage mmur— .. - _.e: = _.
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It is often -- forgotten that the-Post _Ofl'ice played a major role in the
_ development 31" television facilities, just as 'British Telecom does today. Equally,
it is not often we have" a. chance to hear stories ’straight from the horse's
mouth ', so i was pleased that m- Bray allowed us to quote from his. memoirs. The
complete book describing his career from' the 19265  to 1975 is just as
fascinating and is available from him for $ 7  plus 5 1  post and packing. The
address is _..IFJ Bray. The Pump House firedi'ieid Woodbridge Suffolk. IP13 6AH.

' The first TV link to South Wales
__ .—_—

The reopening of the BBC television service in June 1946  and the need to
relay the television programmes to provincial television transmitters. initially at

-_Birmingham and Wenvoe South Wales. stimulated activity in the Post _Office on
both coaxial cable and radio- relay systems for television transmission. The

_cable engineers, notably Dr _RHFJ Jarvis Dr 12.151. Brockbank, T. Kilvington and
H.T. ._ii-itchell, were active in developing ‘repeatered 3/8-inch diameter. coaxial
cable systems, and a still more ambitious i-i‘nch diameter coaxial cable system

, for the. London 'Birmingham‘route. Meanwhile the. radio engineers. including
J.H.H. Merriman. RAF. 1White and myself. were exploring the radio-relay system

' possibilities. feeling no doubt that they had a more- tractable medium than the
coaxial cable which required very precise amplitude and phase equalisation for _
satisfactory television transmission - '

In the immediate post—war period our resources in the radio- field were
limited and it was decidedl as a first step. to see what could be done with a
VHF-FM system, - -

The BBC television "trahSmit‘ter‘ at Wenvoe, near Cardiff. was due to open
in March 1949  and'although a 3i3— inch diameter coaxial cable system was being -
installed between London and Cardiff there were doubts as to whether it would

i be ready in time. , Fortunately. the Post Office Research Branch at Dollis Hill-
and the Post Office Radio Laboratory at Castletont South Wales were on the _'

- route. and it was decided to link them by a five—hop radio—relay system using,
hill-_- top sites. This experimental system was designed initially to operate on a
single frequency of-195 MHz on all heaps The aerials used were horizontal

rhombics. the receiving and transmitting aerials at each Site being located on

opposite sides of a hill- top. It had been calculated that the buckets-back

attenuation between the rhombic aerials together with the diffraction loss
around the hill— top, would avoid instability or undesirable echoes. The use of-

a single frequency for all hops in principle enabled straight amplifiers to be'_

used as repeaters. _._ie. without frequency changing. in the event. difficulties

were encountered on some sites in: achieving the desired attenuation and these"

were later converted to microwave operation. using reflex klystron oscillators as.

transmitters. This experimental part 'giFHF part microwave, system was in fact

made ready in time for the Wenvoe transmitter opening. but not without
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problems in so  doing.

_ There was. for  example .  t he  ho r se  t ha t  s t r ayed  in to  one  o f  t he  r e l ay
station huts a t  Green Hailey in the Chilterns -- much to  the  consternation o f '
the  system control operator  a t  Castleton who  cou ld  not be l i eve  h is  ears  when so
t o ld l l

A few days before the  opening of the  Wenvoe  transmitter was  due .  ser ious _
pu l se -  t ype  r ad io  i n t e r f e r ence  was  obse rved  on  the  195  MHz  rad io  l i nk .

_Groundbased  Pos t  Office r ad io  interference locator vans.  had  failed to  locate the
source o f  the in te r fe rence .  which appeared to  come from air—borne sources .  With

admirable initiative my Post  Off ice -co l league  R.W. White at_Castle_to‘n.- with my .
au tho r i t y ;  p rompt ly .  h i red  an ,  a i rc ra f t  and  equ ipped  it w i th  s imp le  ill-IF DF
equipment.  This was completely successful in  tracing the  interference to Royal-
Alr Force  air-craft u s ing  d i s t ance—measur ing  (DFF)  equipment  in  a f requency
band nominally a l loca ted  for  c iv i l  communication purposes  However R..W'
White's problems were nothing compare -d -  w i th  mine in  Justifying to higher Pos t -
Office authority the  hire o f  the  aircraft ' ' _ -

We also had our difficulties with Mr  George Bernard Shaw.  supported by
John Betjeman. who had wri t ten  to  the Times newspaper  complaining about the
desecrat ion o f  the Whi te  Horse Hi l l  in  Wiltshire by serials erected by Post  Office
vandals .  This. notwithstanding the fact  that the serials in question were low.
screened by trees and barely vis ible  from most view-points .  and ignoring the
much more apparent eyesore created by rusty corrugated i ron  barns in the near
vicini ty.  . -

Never the l e s s .  t he  London  -'_ Wenvoe  experimental  r ad io—re l ' ay_ . ' sy s t em_
served a useful purpose in  enabling the Post Office to  gain valuable experience
with  bo th  ‘JHF and  mic rowave  t echn iques  and  in  enab l ing  t he  BBC Wenvoe  .
transmitter to  open on  t ime mThis was followed by a UHF (900  Lil-IE) radio-relay
system for television built  under  Post Office contract by  the General Electr ic
Company (UK).  . be tween a latt ice tower on  t he  Museum exchange London and
another at Birmingham. w i th  intermediate r epea t e r  s tat ions.  which was opened  in __
December 1949 .  - - - .

These ear ly  VHF/UHF rad io-—re1ay systems gradually developed confidence
tha t  such systems cou ld .  p rov ide  re l iable  t ransmission of  television s igna l swi th
a high standard of  pe r fo rmanc_e ._  They  l ed  t he -way  to  mic rowave - sys t ems
operating on  still higher frequencies. in  regions o f  the spectrum where there was '
sufficient space for many systems and where the serials .  waveguide feeders and '

. o ther  components were more compac t  and _convenient  for operational use.-

é lBaalloon-iupporte'd Pas s iveRRePeater Aerial System {19471

Being impressed by  the logistical problems o f  providing national television
coverage by ground—based  te lev is ion  transmitters and l inks.  I began to  speculate
in  1947  on  the posSibi l i t les  o f  a bal loon—  supported passive repeatersystem for
broadcasting and relaying te levis ion signals. F.lg 1 .1  2 .  -__This idea was no doubt
a t  l e a s t  pa r t l y  i n sp i r ed  by  the  s igh t  o f  t he  war——time  balloon bar rage  t ha t
seemed to  be an almoSt permanent feature of  the London skyline during those
years.  The proposal was to  use frequencies above 1090  HR: (a t  which useful
ga in ‘and  directlvity could  be achieved by serials of  practicable s i ze ) .  with a
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- combination of a downward pointing paraboloid reflector  aerial at the e levated
end for receiving signals from a similar paraboloid at  the ground. together with
a bi-conica—l circular horn aerial a t -  the bal loon for broadcasting the signals
omni -  d i rec t iona l ly  in'_ the  hor i zonta l  p lane  but  w i th  some  d irec t iv i ty  in  the
vertical plane Full coverage of  the whole of  the  United Kingdom could have
been-prov ided  by sir. such  systems at  heights" of  about  -_5 000  ft.

Since  :the‘ aer ia l  sys tem was  whol ly  pass ive  and  cou ld  have  a wide
f requency .  bans-11' Tdth i t  could be  used simultaneously for broad-_cast lng and for

picking 11p signals from a s imilar system up to  about 150  miles  away.  . or  from
mobile units for outside broadcast  purposes.

_ Clearly there were mechanical  problems to  overcome. e .  g._ due to  l ightning.
gales and icing. but these d id  no t  appear insuperable; there were also poss ib l e .
hazards to aircraft that might have  been  more difficult to  overcome. Such a
sys tem-could  have provided national  coverage. not  only for te levis ion and sound .

_broadcastin’g. but also for a variety o f  o ther  serv ices  including mobi le  services ,  .
. at a far l e s s  cos t  than  the  present -  day mul t ip l i c i ty  of  t ransmi t ters  and .

connecting iinlts. or even.  let  it  be whispered. of future satellite systems. '

.31 Home-built 405-line Television Receiver.

Shortly after the end of-th‘e war I became a member of  the HUD Panel for
_Al locat ing  German Electronic Equipment .  known as  PAGEE. Its purpose was to
_ allocate.  aspusefully and fairly as possible. the mountains of German radar and
communications electronic equipment that fell into  All ied hands .  in  the latter

. stages of. the war after the  cessat ion of hostilities The intended recipients of
th i s  no -  cos t  bounty  were  in  the  main .  Un ivers i t i e s  and  Co l l eges  w i th .

-_ Departments of  Electrical  Engineering.  Government Research Establishments and-
_ Industrial Laboratories. As  an unauthorised reward for my personal war e f for t s -

I 'al located' to myself a n i ce ly -  engineered German radar .  This prov ided  a useful _
. source of— electronic components . _.a ca thode -  ray tube  and an  assoc iated  h igh-

voltage power  pack .  With the  a id  o f  some circuitry der ived  from the  *Wireless
1l'l'orld' TV receiver design.  a 45  MHz radar  IF s t r ip  from the  junk  shops  of  Lisle

- .S tree t .  Soho  . and  components  from the  German radar .  I bui l t  a 405 -  l ine
television .rrecelver It was l ined  up with  a bare  minimUm of  t e s t  equipment  the
proverbial 'wet  finger', being the normal method for tracing faults. and the test-_
card from“ the  BBC transmit ter  a t  A lexandra  _Pa lace  the  on ly  source  o f  t e s t
signal.

It was a tremendous thrill  when the test card was  replaced by the first of
the resumed transmissions from Alexandra Palace - opened by the PMG on 7th
June 1946 .  I t  vividly reca l led  the  Mickey Mouse  cartoon film that had  been  so .
abruptly shut down on  1st  September  1939  just  before the outbreak o f  war.
with  Mickey ut t -er ing  the words  'I t ink- I go  homel ‘ .  True .  the p i c ture -was .
rather small. about 3 inches .  by 4 inches .  and green in  co lour . -but  it gave much

-pleasur.e  to  the family and  drew in  neighbours for miles  around as one o f  the
very few TV receivers in  operat ion in  1945 .a150 ._1 t  was a rather nice example
of  one particular sword being beaten  into  a plough-- share! .
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The 'Post  Office Television Rece iver  Detect ion Van {1952}

As  the  numbers  o f  t e l ev i s ion  r ece ive r s  i n  u se  by  the  pub l i c  g rew in to
' millionsa serious and growing problem a rose  from the  substantial  propor t ion  _of

receivers that were. unlicensed and the loss to the BBC of income from licence
f ees .  S ince  the Pos t  Office was t hen  respons ib le  for t he  l icens ing  and  co l l ec t i on
of  fees ,  it fell to  tha t  o rganisa t ion  to find a means o f  reducing the numbers o f .
unl icensed receivers in  use. In  an attempt to  scare the owners o f  unl icensed
rece ive r s  in to  pay ing  up  the  Pos t  Of f ice  had -  h in t ed  a t  t he  pos s ib i l i t y  o f
de tec t ion  of  such receivers .  However in  a Parliamentary debate in  which the
lo s s -  o f  revenue to  t he  EEG was  under  d iscuss ion .  the  Postmaster General  ( then
the  Ea r l  de  La  War- r )  was  cha l l enged  to  p rove  t ha t  t he re  was  i n  f ac t  a
technical ly effective means  for detect ing __working te levis ion  receivers .  . S ince  a t -

' the time no  such means ex i s t ed  the  Pos t  Office and the PMG were in  a posi t ion
of  some embarrassment.  In  an  attempt to  resolve the problem the PMG pa ida  .
visit to Doll is  Hill  and  I was  brought in  to  give technical advice.  It occurred

' t o  me tha t  there  was a s t rong alternating magnetic field (which i t  would be
difficult to screen)  around the  line—  scanning coi ls  of the television picture tube.
The  l ine current in these ce l l s  ha s  a saw-tooth  waveform with a fundamental
frequency of 10  kHz, and  in  v i ew  of  the wave-  shape was rich in harmonics.
Whilst the  PMG was s t i l l  on  h i s  visit to  Dollis Hill I hurriedly se t  up a crude

detection system using a l oop  aer ia l  connected to  a National HRO receiver tuned
to  20  kHz the second harmonic o f  the l ine  frequency. This receiver was one of ,
the  few capab le  o f  r ece iv ing  such  a l ow  frequency.  and  i t  a l so  had  a l oca l
o sc i l l a to r  enab l ing  t he  20  RH:  s igna l  t o  be  t r ans l a t ed  t o  an  aud io  bea t

frequency. By moun t ing  t he  l oop  ae r i a l  and  the  r ece ive r  on  a t rel ley and
”moving  i t  gradually away from a working TV receiver i t  could be  shown that the
audio heat  was detectable up to  a t  least 7'5 feet. and that- the strength varied _-
approximateiy inversely as  t he  cube  o f  the d is tance  (as  would be  expected for a
magnetic induct ion field) Encouraged by  these  results a more sophist icated
system was l a t e r se t  up  in a Post‘ Office van  with three horizontal loop serials
in  the  roof and a swi tch  enab l ing  t he  received signal strengths to  be  compared '~
(F ig .  11 .  f l y  This enabled i t  t o  be  s a id  whe the r  the TV receiver  was  to r ight  o r
l e f t  beh ind  o r  i n  f ron t  o f  t he  De tec t i on  Van .  ' The  PMG was  g iven  a .
demonstration o f  th i s  equ ipmen t  one  even ing  on  the  roads of a housing estate
nea r  Do l l i s  H i l l .  As  t he  van  pas sed  each  house  i t -  soon  became  appa ren t
whe the r  a t e l ev i s ion  r ece ive r  was  i n  u se  t he  i nve r se  cube  l aw  o f  s i gna l  -
strength versus distance enabl ing satisfactory discrimination between one se t
and another to  be  obtained.  - '

The BBC-gave  a l ive TV broadcast demonstration _of the Post Office TV
Detection Van in an open space near its Wembley-wLabor'atories. several tents
being set up with a working te lev is ion  se t  in one  o f  them. The game was o f -  '
cour se  to  l oca t e  the  one  t en t  w i th  t he  TV rece ive r ,  bu t  t h i s  demons t r a t i on  '

nearly ended in  failure unti l  i t  was  real ised that the TV camera tracking the
_Pos t  Office Detect ion van was i tself  generating a powerful 20  kHz signal.

The fact that an effect ive  TV receiver detection technique exis ted  backed '
by extensive  publici ty from the  BBC the Post Office and the Press,- undoubtedly
had a powerful effect in  r educ ing  the  numbers o f  unlicensed television receivers
and augmenting the  BBC income  by  many millions o f  pounds over the years - I '
only wish I had bargained for a mere five pe r  cent  commission on  this additional
income.- -
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{Desc r ibed  in 'The Detection of Television Receivers' .  by W.J.— Bray. Post Office
Electrical Engineers Journal .  Vo ids .  Part 2 ,  Ju ly  1952 .  _

First Inter—Continentai-fl  Link.'-1952_ (extract)  -

. Our f r i ends ' i n  t he ' iTA had—prov ided  a c ra te  o f .  t he  bes t  F rench .
_-champagne; however, with our difficulties on" the liith of July we had no t  the

hear t  t o  open  i t .  These—inh ib i t i ons  r ap id lv ' d iSappea red  with t he  successfu l
events  of  the th  Ju ly .  and i t  w i l l  be  we l l  unders tood  that by  the earlyr morning
of  the 12 th  July the Pos t  Office Sa te l l i t e  Ground Station at Goonh-i l ly  was  very
nearl},r a i r -borne!

I remember-being very much impressed by the skil l  of Raymond Banter as
an  interpreter who  for t he  benef i t  o f  t he  v iewing  audience and  on ly .  minutes
before  he  was  due  t o  b roadcas t  t r ans l a t ed  my somewha t  i nvo lved  t echn ica l
explanat ions  of our  p rob lems  and expec ta t ions  i n to  penc i l led  notes  on  his shirt-
cuff which became e legant .  s imple  and smooth  flowing English in the  actual

broadcast .

At the-conclusion of  t he  first h is tor ic  te levis ion transmiSsions to  and from
the United '  States I- not iced a remarkable  phenomenon .  '9' .  BBC te levis ion camera
was looking at a Pos t  Office t e l ev i s ion  picture monitor i n  the control  room a t
Goonhii ly.  The redep ic t ed  was  an _‘ inf in i te ' regress"  of p ic tu res ;  ak in  t o  the
effect o f  para l le l  mi r ro rs  t he  p i c tu re s  getting sma l l e r  and  sma l l e r  a s  they
receded in to  the  dis tance!  The picture s igna ls  from the  BBC camera were being

transmitted via the  ground s t a t i on  t ransmit ter  to  t he  Telstar sa te l l i t e  back to
the  ground station rece iver  .and the  Pos t  Office television monitor and then '_

round this loop  again and  again.

BRITISH name arm TELEVISION
Ear, i953
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I 1 .  Apo log ie s to  Tony Emery—who contr ibuted t he  Story about  the TV with ' a  spli t  .
pe r sona l i ty ' in  the  las t  i ssue  - sorry your  name got  separated from the  t a le ! -  .

-.r

2 .  He re ' s  a funny p i ece  o f  nonsense  I was  t o ld  almost 20  yea r s  ago :  I t  was
_ supposed  to  be  true and indeed  I do  no t  doub t  tha t  -

' 1 Some wicked  s tuden t  t ypes  a t  Oxford  univers i ty  no ted  that the  local  BBC:
_TV relay s ta t ion was on  a t ime  swi t ch  and shut  down every  night a t  say  for
~ the  sake of  argument 11 .  30  pm.  However  t he  mechan i sm was  c lever  enough  not

t o  do  t h i s  i f  i t  de t ec t ed  a c a r r i e r  ( i .  e p rog rammes  s t i l l  con t inu ing )  a t  say“
11 .  29  pm. In this ca se  i t  wou ld  t hen  stay on  the  air unti l  the  carrier  dropped
and then cut off power  and  remain off the  a i r  unti l  swi tch-on  time the next
morning.

This gave the s tudents  an i dea .  Oaford took  its signal from Crystal Palace and
i f  t hey  chose  a n igh t  when  p rog rammes  f i n i shed  be fo re  11 .  30  t hey  cou ld
genera te  a ( qu i t e  l ow—powered )  ca r r i e r  on  Channe l  1 ( I 'm  no t  sure whe the r
Oxford monitored the sound or" the  v i s ion  frequency) and transmit this some t ime ,
after programmes ended  but  before 11.29. In th is  way they cou ld .  fool the Oxford
transmitter and keep i t  on  t he  a i r .  By wait ing a whi le  and transmitting a blank
carrier. they would  not  draw any at tent ion to  themselves and  in any case  Most
people  switched off when  the  na t iona l  anthem was played.  i f  no t  long before!  '

H.._owever at a se t  time - abou t  1 am - they cou ld  then start transmitting t he i r .
own  {sound}  communica t ions  when  the i r  s t uden t  f r iends were  l i s t en ing  and

nobody  e l se  was !  Smart huhfl?  - J - . -

Nowadays it i s  no t  so  easy  to  hif- jack a TV transmit ter  {au thor i sa t ion  codes  are _
t r ansmi t t ed  i n  t he  ve r t i ca l  i n t e rva l )  bu t  i t  wou ld  be  i n t e r e s t i ng  t o  know i f
anyone e l se  used the good offices o f  t he  BBC for the i r  own pu rposes !  And  no  I

‘d idn ' t  go to Oxford universi ty ,  so  i t  wasn  ‘ t  me t  [AE] '

#3 .  And th i s  i s  defini tely t rue .  Ou t  o f  a magnif icent  to ta l  o f  101  o f  you  4115
_ slivers.  no fewer than 11  tha t  i s  more than 10  per cen t  come from the. 1West

Midlands .  i s  t he re  some th ing  spec i a l  i n  t he  Birmingham wa te r  wh ich  affects
people  in  this way.  or  i s  t he re  some  o the r  explanat ion.  I t  has been suggested
tha t  t he re i s  no th ing  e l s e  t o  do  i n  B i rmingham so  eve ryone  has to  wa tch
television but that seems hardly fair!  ' - ' - '

+ ________ ;___a_ ;__a -_a , a__a__ ;________ ; ,__ ;__ ; - a___-_ ;_ ;______a_+
_1 IN MY voaasaor _ ~ ' - -_ - ‘_= ' ' David  Boynes : '+—'-""-'f“r ---------_ -------_-‘--*—--*"—-“-*“""rr‘“‘—f‘r——*r*'*+
David seems to Ieave'the workshop only to write letters to__ us - how doeshe'd‘o
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I i t??? Anyway. here's the latest news from the land of Tyne and Wear '.L.

. _ The Marcon i  VT50 T11. i s  now work ing .  howeve r  I mus t  f ind  a l i gnmen t
- . i n s t ruc t i ons  for  th is  mode l  as  many  o f  t he  IF  t r ans fo rmer s  w i l l  no t  t une

properly.  I d id  have  p rob lems  wi th  the  l oca l  o sc i l l a to r .  The 40pF  tun ing"
- capac i to r  across t he  cen t re -  t apped  coil  was  low.-scapac i t ance  and the  locta l  X81

valveholder  has  intermittent contacts  and  may" have  to  be  r ep l aced

Thet imebases  work we l l .  g iv ing  adequa t e  s can  and good linearity. _Bothg l ine  and
frame holds are . ekce l l en t ' and  t he  t imebase  osci l la tors  are drift-free. The CRT
gives a bright p ic ture :  the  tube  is 11 Te rm.  3. r ep lacement  for the  p ro-war  type
3/5 .  The EHT voltage i s  5000  vo l t s .  mains——der ived  from a separate transformer.
A feature of  t h i s  s e t  i s  that  t h i s  transformer can  be  swi tched off and the  s e t
opera ted  for sound  only.  - -

I think this could  be  a good  mode l  for the  first “Rece ive r  Profile“ in  405 Alive.
bear ing in mind the  s e t  i s  ba sed  on  the  1939 model  T12. I have  seen  pictures  o f "
the 7'12- in the Wireless World and i t  appea r s  that both mode l s  share a s imi lar
cabinet  s tyle.  — -

_Now th i s  conce rns  SAFETY. and  tha t  means  YOU!. Many younge r
enthusiasts may not  be  aware  of  the  dangers  of  mishandling tubes. in  particular
the  old round types found in  early TVs .  I must a l so .  one  stress the dangers o f

- 'main_s-  derived EHT. sys tems.  When handling these tubes  eye protect ion shou ld  be
worn and tubes must not be  left  lying around they must _be s tored in boxes .  '

' [The  g l a s s  1s su rp r i s ing  f r ag i l e  and  can  imp lode  w i thou t  any p rovoca t ion  o r
warning. Bits of glass flying around a t  high speed  can  be  DEADLYJ

Secondly a reminder o f  the  dangers o f  mains-  derived EHT systems found
in  pre—war and some early post—  war- s e t s .  These  systems ARE l e tha l .  so  treat
them wi th  r e spec t .  Use  an  EHT me te r .  mine  i s  a Rank—Bush—  Murphy supplied to
me some  17  years ago fo r .  co lour  TV. If any  difficulty i s  experienced . i n  finding
EHT va lve  r ec t i f i e r s  l i ke  t he  HVR2 or  U10. t r y  u s ing  s i l i con  d iodes  l i ke  the  .
BY140 or  BY132 and wire in  a s e r i e s  r e s i s to r  fl fu" 300  .ohms I I4W for safety.

Thirdly.  : r emember  when  us ing  a chemica l  pa in t s t r i ppe r  on  cab ine t s  always
.use these out  of  doors  to  avo id  b rea th ing  the  harmful vapours .  ' [Dave  says.  you
don ' t  no t i ce  it a t  the time “bu t  t hese  fumes can  make you feel .  real ly bad  for

three days afterwards if you  re  no t  ca r e fu l . 1

_ - Lastly the oil used in  transformers l ike the ones found in  Murphy sets
and EHT triplers in  project ion se t s  most likely contains P035 or  Poly Chlorinated
Blph‘enols. [This is t he  stuff  the  environmentalists are so  worried about - if it
l eaks  it is very nasty stuff and. you  must not  l e t  i t  get into contact  with your
sk in .  Its use is banned  nowadays  '—' make sure none of  it weeps  ou t .  also you
run the r i sk  o f  skin cance r  and  hor r ib le  th ings . I  * . —

_ On page 3 of i s sue  _2 :MI' P Thorpe wrote about  his  Pye FVI  receiver.  I
bough t  my Fill twenty-.—-n lne  yea r s  ago  in  May  1960 for  5 5 . 1 %  presen t  i t  I s
(suffering from low vision IF  ga in .  displaying very weak pictures even though the

output f rom-  the Dav id  Looser  modu la to r  i s  100mv .  '

Finally.  I .  have  tr ied t he  Ferguson 3V44  v ideo  recorder fo r -  recording and
playback of  405  material; I t  g ives  good results but the ghost i s  present. Also

the Panasonic NVS’FO records  and  plays back  405 extremely well .
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9 Around what  time were the channel  1 transmitting aer ia ls  removed from the
tower s t ruc tu re  a t  Alexandra  Pa l ace?  -

+_-_;___1_______;_-t_u_-____1_l--_--_______;-_____-;____tll-e_--+
1 . ' , FEEDBACK ou ISSUE 3 ' “  _ - , 1

‘+——-—-——-—— ———————'———————-—-————+ ———————————Ff* -**“**"——--*—4f ‘ -+

_" From Paul  Sawtell (who  makes  t he se  po in ts  purely in the  interest  o f  accuracy _
and in no way wishes to  de t rac t  from the original ar t ic les) :  ‘

Page 24 'Colour TV Experiments' — although the author says -"From 1951‘... ", it
is perhaps worth mentioning tha t  the  film 'Home-—Made Car '  was. ’not made by  HP
unti l  1952! 1 - . '

Page 30  ‘Test Card Saga —- Kei th  does  not  mention that  the easiest  way by  far
to  record  tapes  to the  end  in  t he  early s ix t ies  was t o  wait  until the afternoons
when the tapes were p layed  regionally and were  a lmos t  without fail played right _
the  way through to  the  end !  A l so  there were few tapes  1060-1963 which lasted
the full 30 minutes; most  of  them lasted between 24  and 28  minutes I don ' t  .
think Keith is the  only  person  to  have  a more -  than— keen  interest  in  at least  '
the  mus ic !  I too remember the  Chopin  Polonaise in A Flat and recentlyr had the
pleasure  of  supplying Keith w i th  a recording o f  this t ape .

_ " Pictorial Slides for Trade Test  Transmissions-

Alan Keeling amplified h i s  l e t t e r  in t he  l a s t - issue to  say that both the
. BBC and the ITA ceased  t ransmit t ing t he se  1v iews  at the same time. jus t  before

Test Card C was replaced by D They were  changed from one  day to  another and -
only one 1111ew would be  u sed  on  any given day .  A t  the appropriate time! the
screen would cut to black and then the tes t  card would come up  '
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Please  note tha_t your editor is NOT in a position to supply circuit diagr.ams.
l e e r v . i c e '  sheet-s or other information on equipment. For this you need to read
.the small advertisements below and those published each month in Television
magazine. We will also print requests for help in this section of the newslet—=
ter. Host valves are_not hard to find: we recommend .Billington Valves {0403—
210729}. Kenzen {021-  446' 43546}. liilson Valves {04515- 51-14] and. PH Components
'{D474-565521}_.Hou1d you like to recommend other firms? If you think a firm'
gives good service please tell. us all!

_+1-1-__1_-_____;________;1;______”s-s________ _____-_-___1 __________ +
.1 405 LINE MATERIAL on. TAPE .f _: . - ' - i'
+----------—--—-~—+--<—-—-l--——---——-———-—e—-—-————--—--——+-—--e—

There was no response to the notice on this subject in the last issue .so .
we'll drop the idea for the time being. -

_.The Home Secretary. in a written reply
in the House of Commons earlier this
year made a detailed statement about
the closure of the 405—line television
services and the further extension of
the 625- line service. .

His statement began: "The dos-line
v h. f. television services ofthe BBC  and
the IRA transmit BBC-l and iT'II‘ in
black and white only and are now sub- .—
stantially duplicated by the 525-Iine
u.h..—f services which transmit BalC-.
BBC-2 and ITV in colour. and which-
will in due course transmit the fourth-
channel service. Phase II of. the current
u.h.f.’ engineering programme for ex-
tending the 6254ine services to corn-
munities with populations of 500-  or
more {over 99% of the population]

_ should be completed by about 1984.

.‘Theg-need to- close. the 405-Iine'
services in the early 1980s was
recognised by the Pilltington Commit-'__tee and theAnnan Committee on the
Future‘of Broadcasting. The manufacs
ture of sets capable of receiving the

' '405—Iine services ceased some years
. - ago and the transmitting equipment is - _

' ”rapidly nearing the end of its useful life. ' '
Substantial capital expenditure would '.
be required to extend its life beyond
the next few years and such expendi-‘
ture on a duplicate and obsolescent
service could not be iustified. ' -
"I have. therefore agreed with the '

broadcasting authorities on a timetable
' for the closure at the eels-line services. _
Closure will begin in 1932 and will be

_ phased over a period of-about 4 years.“
The BBC and'the IEA are so-

operating closely in the implementa—

tion of. these engineering programmes
in order to minimise any inconvenience
to‘ the "public. As far as possible they
plan to close down their 4D5-Iine ser-

- vices in'Eandsil and ill at the same
- - "time in particular areas. although this‘-'

will not be possible everywhere since
_- the BBC have 110 transmitters on

AIDE—lines while. the IBA have 4?. .
Stations to be closed earlier in the

programme will be those in areas _
where there'Is good coverage. from the
chi 625—Iine services. The last sta-_

--tions to be closed will be some of the
”high-power main stations in areas _
where .625-Iine coverage is less com-' .
plate. '
BBC Englneenng Publicity; Mo. '
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This i s  the area f o r  buying and S e l l i n g  a l l  kinds of things

t o  do with t e l e v i i o n .  new o r  o l d .

Want to join-in? Then send_us yourIadvertiSement: there is noI_
charge. although i f  space i s  short we may have to iprune' out the
least relevant adverts_or_ho1d them over until nExt time._.

Traders are also welcome here but we do require people who are
commerci-al d e a l e r s  t o  s t a t e _  t h i s  i n  t h e i r  a d v e r t i s e m = e n t s .  The
letter (T) at the end of an adver tisement_ indicates that theI'
advertisement i s  -'trade'

Also-please'note that we do not accept any responsibility for-'
dealings resulting from these_ advertisements,'which are publiShed
in good f a i t h  R e p l i c a s  and r e p r o d u c t i o n s  m a y  be d i f f i c u l t  to

- identify, so beware of any items 'of doubtful origin' and assure
yourself of the authenticity o f  anything you propose buying. And

' try to have fun,_after a l l  it'  s only a hobby!I ' _ '

we_have had a number of ads requesting 405 line recordings and
circuit diagrams for standards converters and Band I modulators

why h a v e n ' t  -we p r i n t e d  t h e m ?  H e l l  t h e  a d s  f o r  videotIape
recordings were getting out of hand and there was no response t o }
our i d e a  o f  a c l e a r i n g  h o u s e  instead_ { s e e  p r e v i o u s  page}-.
Building a standards conver_ter i s  a maj—or undertaking [parts are
likely to cost £300  minimum} but one our members who has built

I one i s  now working on a set of printed circuit boards and parts
I l i s t s .  Watch t h i s  s p a c e !  And _two deSigns for modulators have been
p u b l i s h e d  in T e l e v i s i o n  m a g a z i n e  -'-. s e e  i s s u e  1 o f  405 Alive..-
pages 10/11.   We can supply photocopies.

." VINTAGE TVs. radios- and testgear repaired and restored. Personal attention to.-
every job and moderate prices. Estimates without obligation -- deal with an
enthusiast! (BWS and BATC member) Please include SAE with all enquiries -- ‘_
thanks. Dave .Higginson 23 High Street mMisterton Doncaster IYorks. Bill!) 43!].
(T). Tel: 0427 - 890758. . . -. -

- ‘  FOR SALE: several 405-  only and dual standard sets cheap for quick disposal
14" upwards. Dave Higginson (Yorke-J GdaT—BQUTGB (T).

'I' FOR SALE: {1) 55 minute video presentation made for the BATS I'The Develop-
ment of the ITV Test Card". Your editor- interviews George Hersee. designer of
Test Card F. Lots of old test-cards .included1625 lines, VHS only. Recorded on '
E- IBU,  so you can put other material on the tape._ £ 6  including postage.

I (2) Audio cassette {so minutes} of TV idents of the 1950s I605 and 70s. Lots of
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defunct stationS. starting-Zwith GQ'AED. Reference Til-'1.

{3)  Ditto (60  minutes on  C— 911 t ape ) .  more  r ecen t  (bu t  s t i l l  obso l e t e}  mater ia l .

' Reference TV2. These  audio recordings are pu t  on to  t apes  of quality brand Pr ice  _
55  inclusive o f  t ape :  pos t  and packing.  Money  back  i f  no t  s a t i s f i ed  bu t  I ' ve  had

no compla in t s !  A l low 14  days  fo r  de l i ve ry .  .Andy  Emmerson .  71  Fa l cu t t -  Way ,
Northampton, NN2 8PH. -

“p FOR SALE: Valves fo ryour  4135 l ine  TV (and  other  equipment} can  be  ob ta ined-
' from Kenzen._Unit 9. 15—20 George Street, Balsall Heat-h. BIRMINGHAM 312 SEC. .

Send  SAE for  quo ta t i on  by  r e tu rn  o r  t e l ephone  021  446  4346  or  fax  {new
number  - please no te )  1121-- 446  4245113111.: t housands  o f  new.  boxed  va lves  a t .

unbeatable pr ices  We can a l so  supp ly  componen t s  e . . g  ' - spot  tip— body '  co lou r  .
coded  resistors.  w i rewound  r e s i s to r s  d roppe r s ,  EHT capac i to r s  e t c .  e t c .  Send for _
our  latest  26  page ca ta logue  o f  good ie s  - -  on ly  $1  p lu s  A4 size SAE with 32p
stamp p l ea se .  Interest ing i t ems  ava i l ab l e  now inc lude :  ex -  IEA UHF t e l ev i s ion

tranSmitter (parts  o f ) .  abou t  1:2 t onne  of  en— BBC v ideo  and audio  equ ipmen t . -
(mostly 1-9“ rack mount ing}  and  lo t s  -of  19"  v ideo  moni to rs .  Callers we lcome  but "
please telephone the warehouse  f irs t  (T) -

- " FOR SALE: Printed c i rcu i t  boa rd  for  David Loose r '  51 des ign of .  Band I modulator .
' Size 160  x 100  mm undr i l led .  £5  inc lud ing  pos t  and  packing.  Dave .  Boynes .  12

The Garth, Winla ton .  Blaydon NE21 611D. Tel :  091-  414 4?51.

. " FCR SALEISWAP: a Cosso r  mode l  1320 TM pa t t e rn  and  a l ignment  gene ra to r
(Band  I plus Band III conve r t e r ) .  Looks  OK but  not  t e s t ed  55 .  Andy Emmerson.
71  Falcutt Way. Northampton, NN2 ._.SPH ' " - - —

FoR SALE: Capacitors 85uF (sovi op. each: oooosuF (skv) 3p each;-U.CO_111F
(31d?)- Tp each .  Post  31 pack ing  flip up  t o  40  off. R.E. Tucker Foahall Cottage

.Cas ton ,  Atwtieborough Norfolk NR1? lBL .  ‘

" FOR SALE: This firm has  (o r  a ' l e a s t  had )  Pye  Lynx cameras wi thou t  lenses
for  5.20. Cond i t ion  no t  bri l l iant-  as  r ecove red .  l J i deo  Compute r  Sys tems  Coalv i l le
310962 day ,  Coa lv i l l e  32083  even ings  -

"' FOR SALE: TVs as  per  l i s t  p lu s  abundance  o f  o ld .  componen t s :  t e s t  equ ipmen t .
e t c .  HMV ...2313 Ultra V1453. Marcon i  v.T150 Defiant  17". Pye CTMI'? Ferguson

. 3558  Ferguson 3116, Phil ips lQTG.  . l nv i c t a  537  th ree  Murphy 11.12412} Murphy V379 .
_Sobe l l  T lgfiDST Sobeil  IUOSDST.  GEC BT302 .  Granada  (119/6. Bush  TV76  Bush

TV22 (less back ) .  Philips 11’4'TU {a  love ly  conso l e  apparently in working order  —
' someone somewhere would love  t h i s  one l ) .  Michael Beckley.  Albury (Herts . )  D279

74  _ 392 .  _

" WANTED (I‘m perpetually hope fu l ” :  Loop  type s e t -  top aerial made by  Belling- -

Lee  for VHF recept ion  - t h i s  had -  a wa lnu t  bake l i te  ba se .  Odhams Televis ion

Annuals  o f  the 505  and  605 .  CCTV Cameras and  sa l e s  l i t e ra ture .  Sony CV2000

I v ideo  r eco rde r .  B iode—mAtr i s  ca l l s i gn  gene ra to r .  01d  C— moun t  l enses  for  TV '

camera. also 2"  11 2“ s l ides  of t e s t  cards  and  capt ions  to  borrow and copy or
buy .  Andy  Emmers’on  71  Pa l cu t t  Way .  Nor thampton  NN2 BPH ( t e l :  0604  -
844130)

' WANTED: Does  anybody know where  I may obtain a replacement  CRT for the

Sony TVQ-  QGUB 9"  dua l - -_stand‘ard TV.  Tube  type  i s  2301364. Would prefer  a new- -

one i f  pos s ib l e  A l so  wan ted :  does  anyone  have  any  spa re s  for  t he  Ph i l ips
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__LDL1033 se r ies  reel—.to—-—reel VTR which  they want  to  dispose of? Martin Loach
Oxford 11355-735321 .  ' _ _ _ '

_ " WANTED: Pye broadcast  equipment .  the  mauve. and light b lue  valve type. Wha t -
‘ have  you?  M. Bond 3133—53993 '  _ _

'_"' WANTED: any old te lev is ion  magazines and books  wartime or  pre— war Radio__
Times for  the a r ch ives .  Doug la s  Byrne  G3KPO.  Hon .  Cura to r  The  Wi re l e s s

Museum. Arreton Manor. Newport  I s l e  of  Wight Te i e .  {13334- 57555 .  -

" WANTED: any recordings o f  Test  Card  C mus ic  {135311 11:11:11 mid -1954} .  Keith -
-_Hamer  7 Epping Close  Derby ,  DE3  411R. ' . .

' WANTED: old  camera t ubes  and  o ther  imaging dev ice s  sought for the  BATC'  s-
col lect ion A l so  da t a  shee ts  or  t echn ica l  articles relating to  same (can photocopy
and re turn within a few days  i f ‘  p re fe r redJ .  A l so  seek ing  an Orthicon to  fill a f
gap  in  our h i s to r i c  co l l ec t i on .  Pe t e r  De laney ,  5 Eas t  V iew Close ,  Warg rave
Berks .  RGlD SBJ ( t e l :  Wargrave D735  22  31 .21}

-" WANTED I cou ld  do  wi th  a LOPTX and  l i nea r i t y  con t ro l  for a Bush  TV22 .
Malcolm, 13521-355371 .  _

' _ '  WANTED: Bush  TV22 to  l ove  and  cherish o r  table  model  of  similar era. Must‘
be  reasonably p r iced  a s  I am no t  made of  moneyi Pat Hildred.  {11-— 452  9337 .

" WANTED: di t to.  T.- Rice  33  Whipperly Way. Lu ton . -Beds . .LU1  5.L'D 3532-4144331  -

‘* WANTED: 12"  CRT type Emiscope 3215 or  Mullard 311’15. Norman Newboult  on
Cambridge 3223  -- 53333 .  .

* WANTED: Test Card -C e i the r  as a c a rd . . .  1 as  a t ransparency.  A l so  sight of the
se rv i ce  manual  for  the  H3111?r 935  1'" TV— cum-  radio of  1933 .  David Looser .  ‘Maris- .
t ow  Holbrook  _'.Road Ip swich .  IP3  13? .  Te l .  3473-5445351  (day ) .  341 '3 -  323549
( even ingsJ .

" WANTED: Any recordings  o f  BBC t e s t  ca rd  mus ic  taken from the 12535  505  and
ear ly  735  - i n  pa r t i cu l a r  chee r fu l  l i gh t  mus i c  t ha t  p r eceeded  the  ch i ld r ens '
p rogrammes .  Cou ld  r ec ip roca t e  w i th  o the r  l i gh t  mus_.ic FOR SALE:  RGD mode l .
5012T  tahle  TV - manufactured i n  1352  -‘ fixed tuned to  o ld  Crystal Pa l ace - -

~_transmi_tter. Would need  new round  tube  p lus  valves e t c .  ' -  attractive ca se .  320
o . . no .  Paul  Buliey. Sussex Lodge .  Upper S t .  John ' s  Road. Burgess Hi l l  Sussex
RH15 SHE. Tele:  3 .  Hill  232515 .

1" WANTED: Circuit diagram and  “or se rv ic ing  information on  Philips TVTJ’SM dual
standard so l id -  s ta te  c ros sha t ch  genera tor .  Geoff Tu rne r .111  West Malvern Road,  '
Malwern. Worcs .  _WR14  4 .NG 3335—  32453 .

. '  WANTED: Practical Teievisi‘on i ndex  to  volumes  1 and 23 .  I also require some
‘ back numbers in the last  10  yea r s .  -Mar t i n  Loach .  Oxford.  3855-?35321 .

' WANTED: Bush TV22 in any . _c ‘ond i t i on ,  also interested in any other- bakelite
TVs .  rGood pr ices  pa id !  S t ephen  Mai t land.  . 12  Church  Walk. Kinghorn: Fife, KY3
91?. Tel: 0592—39o235;_ __ - ' - ‘ -
-_"WANTED: independen t  Te l ev i s ion  t r ade  t e s t  muSic  l i s t s  for  the  fo l lowing
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per iods :  (1) Jan - Jun  1953 .  (11) Jan  - Jun -1959 .1 ' i i i }  Ju l  - Dec_1- .959  Bob '
' Jones .  215  Longheath Gardens. Croydon.  Surrey.  CRO 'i’TR. Te le :  91  656  3337 .  Al l

_ costs wi l l  be- reimbursed [If you get  any response PLEASE le t  us know. Bob.
Many readers would also like to. see this info!) _

' WANTED: The Quatermass Esperiment and Quatermass if by Nigel  _Kneaie in
Penguin paperback form. Dicky Hewet t .  Chelmsfor‘d 0245  - 441311 .

*- WANTED: Any 405 line TV equipmegnt espec ia l l y  435 l ine v ideo camera. e t c ”
se t s  and  any o the r  v i n tage  e l ec t r i ca l  equ ipmen t  from pa t t e rn  gene ra to r s  t o
condense rs  f o ra  pe rsona l  co l l ec t i on .  P lease  con tac t  Pe te r  Ma t t hews  on
Colchester {0206) T613543. ' ' - ' - 7

"'5 WANTED: To buy or copy .  a l l  costs r‘eimbursEd. Or ig ina l  Bush Til sei 'v ice
manua l s  for TP015- .33  T131431 .  TP1431 .  TP1330 .  TP1396 .  _TP13?5  and  TP1473
{TV103  to W113  ser ies ) ;  Pye model LVBG original manual and Murphy 'Astra '
ser ies UHFf625 conver ter  kit-s or ig inal  serv ice  data .  I '  already have a c i rcui t

_diagram for the latter 1 am a lso  s t i l l  l ook ing  for a Murphy _‘Astra' se r ies  TV +
Radio/625 convert ib le.  model V139  or  “1'733 Dave Hazel l .  9993—7111373. '

‘ EXCHANGE. various 405  l ine  record ings on VHS tape or  Sony CV2UCO format for
others. Andy Emmerson. 1’1 Fal 'cut t  Way.  Northampton. NN2 3-PH.

--" EXCHANGE. Bush T1124 (Wood case l2'_1 screen model}. absolutely intact.  one
owner.  Want pre— war  H1111r or  E1111 rad ios .  paperwork or  consider cash sale (offers
530 p lus ) .  Andrew Denton .  41 The- Grove.  Nor ton.  _idamlton Yorks .. .  1’01? 913W.
11653-694804 .  ' ‘

. * EXCHANGE: 1 have 29 copies of Television. January . 1963  -_ July 1970  {with
1963  comp le te )  t o  swap  for  Television Sep t  1934  .— Apr i l  1935  i n c l us i ve .

.WANTED: pre-  war  EMIKMurphyiUltrafEkco TV.  prefer table model .  Al istair Jones.
__tel: (work)  0743 ; -  232391 . -  _

* EXCHANGE: Having j us t  bough t  more boxes full o f  o l d  magazines.  I now have
loads o f  Practical Televisions t o  dispose o f  ( fo r  the years  be tween  19.50 and -
1960 . )  It's worth sending me you r  wants  l i s t s  {p lus  a SAE p lease } :1  can se l l  you  _
these _mag‘s at  25p  each (p lus  pos t )  o r .  preferably .  swap  them for issues I am '

_missing. A111: now. whi le I s t i l l  have  them!  In  the  meantime I am looking for PT
"Apri l  November  1959 ;  March .  Ap r i l .  November  ' 1956 ;  Ju ly  and  Sep tember -
December 1981; February 1962;.  March 1935 .  Andy Emmerson. 71  Falcutt Way.

_ Northampton. NN2 3PH.  - . ‘ ’ . -

. "  HELP!  I .  am '  despe ra te l y  i n  sea rch  o f  ma ins  d r i ve  be l t s  f o r
Pergusonfl l l a rcon iphone ree l - t o—ree l  r eco rde rs .  I j u s t  canno t  ob ta i n  t hem
anywhere .  The  spec i f i c  mode l  15'3’217/‘4247 and" pa r t  number  03133—119991 .
Perhaps someone ou t  there has  some spa res  - i f  they  cou ld  drop me a l i ne  I
would be  grateful. Paul  Pearson.  19  Osborne Road. Hartshi l l .  Stoke -on-Trent .  3T4,
TPF.

" CALLING ALL DXersl- Keep up topda'te w i th  Teleradio- News. the only magazine
for dedicated enthusiasts. Six issues a year cost you just  53  post paid so send

' y ou r  name and  address wi th a cheque made out to  HS PUBLICATIONS. 7 Epping
'- Close. Derby.  DE3 4HR.

.*  HELP 'DFFERED: ' I  know-o f  p laces where very o ld te levis ions do turn up in  '
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various condi t ions .  I f  o the r  members  a r e  s eek ing  a s e t  g ive  me  a r ing Pau l '
'Thorpe .  0222-6115653 _

"‘ RECOMMENDED SHOP: J .  8; N. Bull Electr ical  251'} Por t l and  Road .  Hove .  Sussek
' has  old  TV servicing equipment  from time to  time a l so  obsole te  and spare par ts

a t  r ea sonab le  p r i ce s  - . a1be r t  P r i t cha rd .

1115111 — THE wosLos Mos'r EXCITING 011151111 111111 TEsIsroa Mossnn. South
Bank London SE1. Tel 51— 925 3535

GOOD HOMES WANTED!

. The  fo l l owing  i t ems  have  been  o f f e r ed  f r ee I  o f  cha rge  o r  a lmoSt  f ree  by
the i r  gene rous  owners .  t hough  they  wi l l -  doub t l e s s  accep t  small dona t ions  i f  you

are p l ea sed  with what you  ge t !  In  each  ca se  t he  advert iser  has  agreed to  ho ld
the  i t ems  for  one  mon th  f rom pub l i ca t i on  - a f t e r  t hen  i t ‘ s  the  co rpo ra t i on—
rubbish dump.  Yea  have been  warned!  - ' ' -

" II have a PyeI 9" :  mode l  LVSD which  I want t o  d ispose  51. This Was originally in ~
I the ta l l  cabinet  but  I cUt  off the  t op  and  r ep l aced  the  loudspeaker  in  the  side. '

I have  been  very  in t e res t ed  i n  TV“ in  the  pas t .  in fact I bui l t -  my first model  in  _
1953  1.130 watch the Queen ' s  ce l eb ra t i on  and I have a couple  of  pictures of  the
se t  - but  these  days I j uS t  wa tch  the  t e l ev i s ion .  AE .  Wi l son .  115  The  Keep .
Portchester. Fare-ham. -Han t s”  P015  9PR..  (Cosham 3 '38195) .  I

" I sti l l  have the Pye Trio  a s  ment ioned by Malcolm Burreil in  t he  l a s t  issue.
Also  a Bush  TVSflS Both  in  work ing  order  and very good  cab ine t s .  A l so  Phi l ips
Style 10 19"  dual  s tandard .  A l l  for sa le  at 55  each  as  space needed .  Bruce
Adams .  53  Red  Leasowes  Road .  Hasbury .  Ha le sowenI  West  Mid lands ,  BBS  45E .  321 -
553 0019 .  . . .

NEWSLETTERECONTRIB uT1oNs
_ We want to hear from YOUI  This  i s  oor newsle t te r .  so  please send in  your

let ters .  notes  and  articles; don‘ t  be  bashful .  other people  will be  interested i n '
what  you're do ing!  I f  at all pos s ib l e .  p lease  TYPE your contr ibut ions us ing  a

' black r ibbon.  I don ' t  have a l o t  o f  t ime  to  spend retyping and  edit ing:  Ifd
much rather print Stuff exactly as  i t  comes in? ' I

Contr ibut ions  on  computer  d i sk  are pa r t i cu la r ly  we lcome  and  your d i sk  will be
re tu rned .  I can hand le  mos t  va r i a t i ons  o f  IBM . . PC  Amstrad and  CP/M d i sks  in  3" .
3 .  5 "  and 5 .  25"  s ize  bu t  p l ea se  p roces s  your  words“  as an ASCII or  WordStar  f i le .  I
canno t  hand le  BBC o r  Mac in tosh  d i sks  and  i f  i n  doub t  p l ea se  r i ng  f i rs t  on
0504-  5441311. Thanks. ‘ " = '
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[THE Bet  K 9565  
' 405  Alive i s  the newslet ter  or  the 495  Line Group .  an  i ndependen t  informal
non-  profit making greup devo ted  to  the  s tudy  and  preservat ion of  o ld  te levis ion

' t e chno logy  It i s  sen t  t o  subsc r ibe r s  w i thou t  further cha rge  and  thus  has  no
" cover  pr ice  This publ ica t ion  i s  not  Subs id i s ed  by  any o the r  organisa t ion .  Publ i -
_ca t ion  is-  a t  approximately three  month intervals in  J anua ry . .Apr i l  July  and  '

Octobe r .  - _ ‘ - _

_" Editorial  cor reSpondence  'should be  s en t to ‘  Andrew Emrue—rson, T1  Falc'utt Way.
'Nor thampton ; 'NN2  SPH. {Al l  l e t t e r s  are gra teful ly  received andwi l l .  be  ae_knowl—'
edged  in  the  nex t 'News le t t e r  i f  not soone r  I f  you -a re  expect ing a reply you
mus t  i nc lude  a s t amped  add re s sed  enve lope  and  you r  t e l ephone  number  __-

' - thanks . )  . ,

_-'-" Advertising rates .  C lass i f i ed :  f ree  to  subscr ibers  Display. using your ar twork;
£5 per  half  page.  - . _

_" Copyright {c}  1939  by  Andre  w Emmerson for t he  405  Line Group E&OE Whilst
' every care i s  taken in  t he  product ion o f  this news le t t e r .  the  ed i to r  and the

Groupgaccep t  no  l ega l r e spons ib i l i t y  for the  adv ice  da t a .  and opinions expressed.
_No  guarantee of accuracy is imp l i ed  or  given for the  material herein The con -_

- tents of  the newslet ter  are covered  _by copyright Partial reproduction i s  allowed
so  long as  the source  is  quo ted .  . '

-. ' All ied  interes t  groups For  de t a i l s  of  the BRITISH VINTAGE WIRELESS SOCIETY
'send SAEto  Gerald  Wells V in t age  Wireless  Museum, 23  Rosendale Road .  London,
SE21 .  To jo in  the BRITISH AMATEUR TELEVISION CLUB send SAE _to :Dave  Lawton
GOAHO, Grenehurs t .  Pinewood Road ;  High  Wycombe Bucks”  HP12 4131) , .

" Other  spec ia l i s t  pub l i ca t i ons  o f  i n t e r e s t :  RADIO BYGONES 3a Corfe 1View Road"
-Cor fe  Mul l en  Wimborne  Dor se t  BHSI .  3L2  TELERADIO NEWS. T Epping  C lose .
' Derby ,  DES dHR. Send  SAE for de t a i l s

'HOULD YOU LIKE YOUR oHH'co oF ass-ALIVE?

Perhaps you.  are  reading a f r iend‘  s copy — now you can ' t  wa i t  t o  receive
your own copy four t imes a yea r  This  i s  what  you  do

_ You send  me a cheque for  53  (made  ou t  t o  AN.  EMMERSOH}. which wi l l  pay for
a year '  5 i s sues  (four) _The add re s s  i s  71  Falcut t  Way. Northampton. NHE S'IPH '
405  Alive is a purely non  profi t -  mak ing  organisat ion by the _way.
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