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EDITORIAL

The fourth issue and over 100 subscribers already! Have we aiready
reached this milestone? Or is it a millstone {round my neck)? No, not really.
Anyway, thank you for your support, all 101 of you: it really is appreciated. In
fact your support comes up for renewal with this issue and deeper inside you
will find a little rubric on the subject. | hope you will wish to stay with us - '
~ if not, you should be telling me why not, so | can improve or alter the content
of the newsletter. ' ' ' : o

Now | have some good news and some bad news, but let's have the good
news first. -

From issue 5 405 Alive will - be expanded to 48 pages each issue and the next
number will appear eariier, in January. Even better, as long as stocks hold out,
everyone will get a free gifti Yes thanks to Philips you will receive a copy of
Tejevision the first Fifty Years by Keith Geddes and Gordon Bussey. The normal
price of this 32-page colour booklet is £2.25 and if you aren’t already famlhar
with it, you will be pieased to add this to your library.

OK, the bad news. We have been so successful that we must have a prlce nsel
You will at .ieast get more pages and | hope you will stiii think 405 Alive good

- value for money compared with other similar enthusiast publications. But why is

it necessary?

Easy - the printing costs have risen. These have been subsidised up to now as
| was producing the newsletter - with permission - on my empiloyers’
. photocopier. All | had to pay was the cost of the paper, which was fine to begin
with but now with over 100 copies to print and 40-pius pages each this is no
longer viable on an office. copier. Other people are queuing up to use the
machine and the process now just takes too long. So | have had to go to an
outside pnnter and not surpr:smg!y, the cost 15 ‘a lot more.

Also, to s:mpllfy admtmstratlon I ‘have oeoided to prowde the enveiopes and

- stamps, which will save you {but not me!) time and effort. Because of this, your
subscription will be £8 for the next year. This seems a big jump from the
previous level but don’t forget you previously had to pay for stamps and
~ enevelopes and won't from now on. I'm sorry but it's the only way, and you may
rest assured that 405 Alive is run on a totally non profit-making basis. | hope:
| can maintain this subscription level for the foillowing year as well.

Back to this issue in which you will see many articles contributed by you,
the readers. This is excellent: there is a wide spread of content and we are all



most grateful to those of you who made the effort to contribute some words.
it makes editing a newsletter so much more

Let's have lots more of this please,
worthwhile.

. Now, here is something that | need to tell you, or at least | think | do,
under the terms of the Data Protection Act. Your name, address and phone
‘number (but nothing eise) are held on a-computer record: there is absoiutely
nothing sinister in :this and | only do it this way because it is the only easy
way | can keep up with the organisation and also provide people with a list .of
other 405ers. But if you object, then-tell me and you will have the unéxpired
part of your subscription refunded. End of public service announcement. :

, Oh yes, an apoiogy now. The illustrations in the iast issue were over-
dark and !I'm sorry. Unfortunately the machine-in the place where | get the
pages copied has its good days and its bad ones, depending on when the man
from Rank Xerox last came to service it. | have asked them to try and do better
next time, although as we are changing printers it’s pretty irrelevant! A ‘

o . Andy Emmerson.
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! LETTERS WE GET LETTERS ... R - !

* From Peter Delaney, Wargrave-

Many thanks fdr 405 Alive; I enjoyed readlng it all, even the
parts that are not of particular interest. Nostalgia has that
effect' - o '

I would not have considered myself a test card enthusiast but
have found the pieces on cards and music of interest. Some tapes
seemed to ’'appear’' rather less often than others, so I am
intrigued that it was possible to predict which tape was likely
to come on later (page 18). My memory is of largely watching BBC
in the late 50s or early 60s, but the local ITV company
{Southern, where I lived then) had, to me, a captivating film
shown before the published programme start time. The music began
with the Chillerton Down channel 11 ident card, and at a
particular point a film showed various scenes of ‘the Southern
area - yachts in the Solent, English Channel cliffs, the Needles,
Brighton Pavilion, and so on until service began.

Memory is not always reliable for 'historical' fact, but I think
the film was changed twice - once when the Southern territory was
extended to include the Dover transmitter area, and later when a
colour version was produced. Did any other programme contractor
produce a similar film? [Yes, several did. AE] I never saw any,
but to this day I can see parts of the Southern one in my mind as
the tune runs through my head! I doubt if anyone has a copy of it
- pre-video tape and all that - but if so, I'd love to see it
again. At its end the Southern Star symbol 'grew'; the symbol was
to be seen at wvarious places in Southern's studio centre in
Southampton at the time {the old Plaza cinema). Happy days!

* From Robin Howells, Ki&derminster:

Just writing to say how good your newsletter is especially the
adverts section, where I've bought a few 405 line sets and other
things. I'm sure that many readers will disagree, as I deo, with
your comment in the September editorial that collecting old TVs
is a cheap hobby. I agree that you can get cheap sets but you've
got to pay a lot for the really old ones. I hope your newsletter
continues for a 1ong time to come.

* From David Boynés,.Winlaton:

How about a Receiver Profile feature in 405 Alive? I have twenty
405 line TVs in my collection, ranglng from 1936 to the mid '50s.



- I am currently restoring a 1946 Marconi 10" receiver: this set is
similar to the 1939 model 712. The post war version has different:
valves in the receiver section, Z66s instead of KT241ls; the
timebase is almost the same save for a few circuit economies. The
set should be working shortly, assuming the EHT transformer and

the tube are OK.

The next restoration project is a 1938 Pye television4radiogram
combination. I am waiting for the mains transformer to be
returned &s this was burnt out and required rewinding.

* From Stephen Maitland, Kinghorn:

Ref: issue 3 editorial. It's you who's to blame for bakelite TVs
becoming highly‘desirable' How? By generatlng interest through
405 Alive and giving the signal to about 100 enthusiasts to
enquire in the ‘trade' about such things in a relatively short
space of time, Whlch is inevitably gocing to lead to a prlce
spirals there won't be that. many sets on the market ‘at a given
time to meet demand. Thls will go on until everyone has got their
set, the price will then stabilise and perhaps come down
‘sllghtly' , ; :

Proof? Until you started 405 Allve I used to see’ TV225 at anthue
fairs that didn't sell! Now they go like hot cakes. I think the
same happened with telephones. Now that everyone has had time to
acquire the telephones they want, prlces have stabilised and .have
‘come down {on some)! ]

I think, though, that this is all inevitable and a good thing. As
soon as something becomes 'valuable' it is saved from the"
scrapheap. I'd much. rather see things with 'high' prices on them
than destroyed and lost for ever. It has got to be worthwhile for
somecne with no interest to make the effort to sell. And it
benefits the collector as it brlngs out more interesting items
onto the market. : : ' ' ' o

- * From Charles Brown,rHanley:

I was’ wonderlng how many of your readers can remember when they
were watching the1r TV sets and as they watched, a neighbour
perhaps drove his car outside and left it running {(while he went
indoors for some reason) causing interference lines to appear on
the screen runnlng up and down just when the programme came to a
good. part. The viewer felt like going outside and throttling
whoever it was! ! enclose a cutting from a 1954 . magazine
[elsewhere in this issue] called Wireless and Electrical TTader
that I thought your readers mlght be 1nterested in.



On the next two pages you will find a new feature from Steve James on
recordings you might wish to buy. 1 think you'll like it but please let us have
your cocmments on this feature - was it good, would you like to give your own
opinions, have we missed some good:e57 Do write in! '

We are also startmg a small sect[on where- you can put a request for programs
yocu have mlssed

!n the meantime; some br;ef mentlons of cther new releases and re- reieases

> > Vldeo tape

THUNDERBIHDS VOLUME 11 - THE IMPOSTERS; THE MAN FROM MI5
{Channe! § Video, £7.99) . ' S

Yet another of Channe! 5's many re-releases which will please fans of
-Gerry Anderson’s supermarionation series for kids of all ages. Either you like
these things or you don’t, so the converted will need no persuading. Non-
believers like myself might be swayed by the fact that this one contains several
original TV commercials from the 1960s for Lyons Maid ice cream. At least they
say these are TV commercials, although they are in colour {(perhaps al! Gerry
Anderson productions were made in videcolor in those days). They come complete
with the telecine lead-in used by ABC-TV in those days and are just great. |
loved the one in which the Post Offrce Tower is saved by faunching an ice

loliy!

>3>> Audio tapes:

ORIGINAL TV HITS OF THE SIXTIES
(Moment C105 £4.49)

Thas compilation is sub-titled Collectors’ Edition which is usually a
warning that you are about to be conned. Well, these are cover versions, not
the originals but they come aver quite well, and you’ll probably like the picture
of a Bush TV 22 on the sleeve. You get 11 tracks. for your money, viz. Route .
66, Dr Kildare, The Human Jungte, The Saint, Danger Man, The Man from UNCLE,
The Avengers, The Baron, Thunderbirds, Dept. S and The Prisoner. Harmless '

enjoyment.

TV TUNES
(K-Tel CE2429, £6.99)

50 of TV’'s greatest themes it says on the sleeve and this one is first-
class. Most of the tunes are from the 1960s and 70s. with a few from the 80s,
and they appear to be the originals. The album is derived from four other ones,
Television’s Greatest Hits velumes .| -l and Australian TV’'s Greatest Hits,



_;'which are also available on the Screen Records label. The present album cuts
out a lot of the obscure American. and Australian series you. have never heard
of and concentrates on {mainly American} ones you do remember. Recommended.

Tv's GOLDEN HITS by Franrk Chacksfield & Orchestra
(Compleat 67’.‘!020—4),31.85 ' :

This is an American import (originally on the Decca label} which you may
find in Virgin Records shops at this bargain price. The album contains competent
but so-so versions of ten USA series of the 1960s. At £1.85 it is {(just) worth
buying for harmless background noise when you’re reading 405 Alive or
whatever. : : ' o _

‘NB: the-foregoing reviews are of cassette tapes. CD and LP record versions are
probably available too, but I'm not sure. [Andy Emmerson] - :

>>>> PROGRAMMES WANTED

If you have recordings you are prepared to lend, please contact the
person. named direct. 405 Alive will NOT become involved in any dealings

resulting from this section.

* Films: THE DAMNED (GB, 1961), released in USA in 1963 as THESE ARE THE
DAMNED. LET’S KILL UNCLE (USA, 19686). Philip Howard, c/o Garnet Langton, P.O.
Box 4, Bournemouth, Hants., BH1 2HY. ' . . o

From Wireless & Electrical Trader 6.11.54 - see letter from Charles Brown  on
page 5. _ ' ,

COMMONS DISCUSS
TV SUPPRESSORS

] In reply 10 several questions on the subject of
:ele\nsmn_ interference caused by mﬁ!:or vclh.:'l:lu, :
Mr. Da\u-l;ia _Ea:jlnmn:, the dAssistam Postnaster-

3 v S&l 4t 1 regard to issuing s regula-
tion making the firting of a SUppresscr com-
pu.l‘aorg, It was useless unless it could be enforced.
CUItis compazatively easy 1o enforce the tegula-
ton about silencers because one can heat if there
is not a silencer. The proposal 1o make the
fiing of suppressors compulsory would entail
Fecriiting a corps of inspectors (0 go round look-

Ing at every motor car, and we do not believe

.that it is desirable or necessary, i view of the
success which the presemt campaign is having.” '

He said ‘that although he could not give any
figures showing the proportion of suppressed 1o
unsuppressed vehicles, there was still z steady
demand for suppressors to be firted to older cary,
possibly as a result of the appeals that were con..
tinually being made,

—




~ PICTURES , . _
"PAGE B ' Video Reviews by Steve Jares

Standing in the City Centre 'Muysic Megastore' in the midst of a seething Saturday
afternoon crush, dazzled by pop videos from flashing screens and pinned to the
spot by throbbing chart music is not perhaps the best time to select the best
vintage videos to rush home to the old TV22! Never fear lads, for I alone shall
volunteer to scour the shelves to find the best archive offerings.

In this issue | have chosen three widely available videos, and looked at each,
paying particular attention for value for money, entertainment, and authenticity.
The latter of course, will be more important to us, who will want to display
programmes on our sets as near to being ‘as originally shown' as possible.

Now read on... R : §

WATCH WITH MOTHER - THE NEXT GENERATION BBC V4280 - £7.99

This tape follows in the footsteps of last years incredibly successful original
Watch with Mother compliation. This time, however, the programmes span the

~ years 1964 to 1973 and so of course will appeal to a different generation of
grown up children. If this tape's predecessor was anything to go by, these 'grown
up children' will show it to their offspring in favour of todays horrible American
space-zapping tripe. The tape runs for 70 mins, and include five programmes as

. follows; Tales of the Riverbank, Pogles Wood, The Herbs, Mary Mungo & Midge,
and Bdrnaby the Bear. Actual transmission dates are included on the packaging
and the pregrammes are shown chronologically. '

Picture quality is very good. The only complaint is that the BBC have seen fif -
to superimpose the actual title of each story in horribly shimmery computer
generated writing over the opening frames. This wasn't necessary originally,

so why do it now? The programmes were made with an intéresting variety of -
processes including live action, stop frame models and standard drawn cartoons.
The Herbs, Mary Mungo & Midge, and Barnaby are in colour I'm afraid. It is
~still very early colour though - hands up who's running a Thorn 2000 series!!

VERDICT: This cassette's appeal will probably be dependant entirely on your
age. o ' -

THE PRISONER - EPISODES 1 & 2 CHANNEL 5 VIDEO CFV04742 £9.99

This is the first in a series of tapes from Channel 5 which contain all 17 episodes
is this classic sixties thriller. For those who don't know, the story revolves

- around a newly resigned top-brass Government official, played by Patrick -
McGoohan (he of Dangerman). Just as he is packing for a well earned holiday,
he is rendered unconcious by a cloud of anaesthetic gas, and wisked off to the
isolation of The Village. This'is a place where men and women have no names,
only numbers (our hero is Number §), the signboards and roads lead to nowhere,
and you can travel by taxi to any location you want, as long as it's in The
Village. It's a sort of Swiss styled Milton Keynes with Mini Mokes.

Each episode has the inquisitor, an ever changing 'No. 2' (watch out for Leo
McKern and Paul Eddington) trying more and more devious ways to get No. é
to tell them why he resigned, which of course he doesn't, despite coming pretty
- nail bitingly close. : ' :



The programmes vary from edge-of-settee situations to very surreal and over
complex pieces. The series was made in 1967, and it seems that some of the
feeeling of that particular year does come across. The series was made in
colour, presumably for export, as at the time in this counfry of course, only

" BBC-2 was just starting to make headway with colour transmissions. .

Picture quality is rather variable, although this is not so significant, as the
programmes themselves are all of a very high quality. It seems to be the sort

of series that everyone wishes was still around today in some modern equivalent,
basically something really exciting that has you biting the cushions as you

have to wait o whole week for the next episode. - =

VERDICT: ;-Arguably superior to The Man from Uncle, The Champions and .~
~ other similar action series, but how about Channel 5 releasing those too2

THE MONKEES VOLUME 2 - RCA COLUMBIA VIDEQ CVT11083 - £9.99

'They sing, they play, and they're more fun than a barrell of Hey Hey it's-
The Monkees' runs the blurb on the back of the packaging, giving you some
idea of what we are up ogainst with this one. They may have sung, but did. .
they play? Anyway, this is the second of four volumes of Monkees epidsodes
from RCA Columbia, each containing two episodes, in turn. containing two
songs. : C

The first programmes is-called 'Dance, Monkees, Dance' and dates-from 1264
when they were really at the peak of their success. The jokes and script in
genera! really are very corny, but of course the real purpose of these shows
was to give an airing to a couple of new songs, and pad out the rest of the
show with some kind of story. The songs are actually quite good, thanks mainly
to the songwriting team of Goffin & King, who alsc wrote big hits for other
contemporary stars in the early 1960's. ' ' '

The second programme dates from 1968, and loses the studio audience, but
gains afro haircuts and kaftaons. Whilst the demise of the agudience may af
first seem a good thing, it does tend to leave you wondering where to laugh.
Also, this programmesis olmost all filmed out of doors, whereas the previous
. one was very much studio bound. The last song in the show 'Star Collector? is
very period, with dry ice, light boxes and CND symbols etc etc.’ :

Technical quality is very good, despite the slightly odd colout, and the: s'o!.;n'd.
track appears to be have re-mastered to high fidelity mono. '

VERDICT: Harmless fun and quite good ?urrie-s'.‘Presenrfqﬁon is completelyhs :
original. ' : - '

Thats it for this issue. All the above tapes date from the 1940's, so to balance
things out a little, I hope to be looking at tapes of older material next time.

For instance, there are now several tapes of British Movietone News which may
be worth a look, and some vintage sporting material has also appeared. '

If you look around carefully, there are pl'enfy of tapes around that W§uld look
great if replayed on 405-line equipment. What about some of those great
British comedies of the fifties with the likes of Alistair Sim and Terry Thomas.

9
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WaNTE Qi< caly person in Bitain
Sir — Two Wﬂgii :ﬁl’n mnﬁ;eucsilfhat
) b?“%ht an ex-BBC S¢@ ° someone, somewhere
‘fh° ape Machine. In*  has recordings of it.
act the very machine  Plegse can you help me
which was used to play find that “someone’?

the tapes of BBC Test :

Card music between [ feel that the only way

the late 50s and early, 10 find this music is to

60s. iaunch a nationwide
appeal for help, so I'm

. Itis my lifetime’s ambi- ing to n

tion to own tape record- ;rmng toml:;:;
ings of all the tapes of - throughout the UK.
music played on the )
BBC Test Card betweer! Please can you help me
1958 and 1965 so that - in my search to fultill a
once again they can be lifetime’s ambition by

- playedonthesame  Printing thisletrer in
mmiheﬂmtlmmd-'xm““ﬁﬂpﬂmrmﬂm

. them during ope that someone, -
. period of time: somewhere help -
I have written me. - >

tothe .
BBC but sadly they NORMAN D. COOPER
can't help asthe ta , 71 Newcolm Road
nolqngerexis:_,soll',:, . Edgehill .

" Henley Standard, September 1st, 1989

~#2Test of time

3
A LETTER from one
Norman Cooper of Yorkshire
makes an unusual plea for
help. - -

. He explains: “Two years
ago [ bought an ex-BBC
studio tape machine. In
fact, the very machine
which was used to play the

-tapes of BBC test card

music between the late
1950°s and early 19607s.

“it is my lifetime’s

. ambition to own iapée

recordings of all the tapes of
music played on the BBC
test card between 1958 and
1965 so that once again they
can be played on the same
machine that played them

- during that period of time.

I have wntten to the

BBC but sadly they can’t
help as the tapes no fonger
exist, so I'm writing to you

in the hope that your

readers can help.

“I"m certain I'm not the
only person in Britain who
liked the music and 'm
convinced that someone,
somewhere has recordings
of it. Please can you heip me

. find that someone?

I feel that the only way to
find this music is to launch a
nationwide appeal for help,
so I'm writing to newspapers
in every town and city
throughout the UK."

Anyone who can heip
should get in touch with me
and I will pass on messages.

Y012 4BL

A LIFETIME'S AMBITION:

Readers may note this letter, which has appeared in local papers across the
country: an article on Mr Cooper also appeared in The Guardfan of September 26.

A number of 405 Alivers have reported difficulties in their déa]ings with this
gentleman: he also asked me for assistance in his quest, without the courtesy of
-a reply-paid envelope. When ! suggested he join 405 Alive and take out an

advertisement | had no reply. ! leave readers to draw their own conclusions ...
Fm—— e e L e e ———4
! . TECHNICAL NEWS _ H

e e e e — e — o +

One of the nice things about our 3roup is that we span a wide variety of
interests, from the artistic {prcgramming, graphics and music} to the. deeply
technical. Nobody can be an expert in al! these fields but at least we can have
our own specialities and 1 hope no-one feels intimidated or alienated if there
are a few parts of this newsletter that are double-dutch to them. '

That said, | make no apology for some deep-tech stuff now! We get several
requests for a simple electronic device to convert 625 line recordings to 405
lines, mainly from people who innocently don’t reafise what they are asking! In
the past, this process needed several hundredweights of electronics; nowadays
you can get the necessary apparatus o a space the size of a suitcase. It is
stil hi—tech stuff and would cost about £300 or £400 to construct, but at least
it is now an attainable project fcr a keen technician. :

One of our gréup has built his cwn standards converter and it really does

10



funetfoa extremely weil. He has agreed to design printed circuit boards so others
can make their own converter, which is marvelious news. | won’t print any more
details until he is ready to announce the news but | hope we shall have

' somethmg to say in .about two |ssues time. This is good :.tuff'

Another device on many enthusiasts wish list is a sclid- state Test Card C
electronic test pattern generator. This is 2 very pract:cable project and coculd be
built into a case not much bSigger than two VHS video-cassettes. But, and this
is a big but, we need someone with the necessary skills and apparatus to
develop it for us: this is not an easy project. One of our group has these skills -
but not a lot of spare time: if all those of you who could make use of cne of
these wrote into me, perhaps ! could persuade him this would: be a worthwhile
project! There would be development costs but hopefully we could spread these
among us. Do !et me know Jf .you are interested - drop me a line or give me a

- ring. _ : _ _ , N [Andy Emmerson]
o e e e +
! PORTISHEAD MEETING REPCRT Bill Journeaux !

This event, the seventh ‘Aerial’ vintage wireless’ meetmg and stall sale,
tock place on Sunday 8th September at Clarence House, - Portishead, near Brlstol
- As usual, it was well supported with over 150 enthusnasts in attendance Among
the more interesting television items offered for sale was a Pye LV20 also a
Channel 405 line pattern generator and two Bush T™v22 sets

D:sp!ayed in the ante-room was *he usual 405 hne teiewsmn sectlon run by
Bill Journeaux and Terry Burrett with a number of \nntage sets d:splaylng
‘suitable vintage programmes. : :

The next meeting will be held on the 3rd’ December 1989 and admission is -
strictly by ticket only. Further details from Mrs D. Rce, 7. Ashdown Road,
‘Portishead, antol BS"f‘ 80P or ‘elephone =51 'ourneaux on 020" ?480?2 C

405 Alivers may care to note *'f‘ese nﬂeet:ngs always have a 405 line s:gnal
source and they are always welzome to bring their 405 line sets to test or put
on display. : , _ _

"As you will see below, it's renewal txme and 1 am havmg the cheek to
demand money of you. %ctuall} I don't think &8 is unreasonable for so much
unalloyed hard-core 105 matr*rml especially with the free book as well, but as
a further sweetener I am gnmg away a free subscription to the author of the
best contributed article of the year (in the editor's opinion, that is), The cash
value is no big deal, I know, but it is at least a mark of recognitlon'

The first award goes to ... (opens envelope with unsteady hand) ... Paul Sawtellﬁ

ET



for his detailed articles on test card music. I think he has amazed us with she
amount of detail he has managc-d to set out In such a digestible form. We now
look forward to more articles of this calibre. But 2ven If you don't think you
are in this league, shorter or more modest articles are just as welcome. We print
everything! It is better if your text is typed but clear handwriting will do. We
could do with more pictures - drawing and diagrams seem to reproduce better
than photos. See what you can. do dont be hesmqnt'

IT'S RENEWAL TIME!

Dear 405 Aliver,

Ybu play a very 1mportant role in the 405 Line
Group. Without you as a paid-up subscriber the
active conservation and preservation of television
history suffers. I am therefore asking you to renew
your subscription NOW so that I can maintain continuity
- and make sure your next issue reaches you as soon as
it is printed. 405 Alive has grown from a thin
news-sheet to a ragular 40-plus page read, and with your'
£8 subscription this can be maintained throughout next

year.

T believe that £8 compares favourably with other
speczal interest newsletters and I am convinced that
405 Alive membership pays., not costs. The contacts and
good deals available through the newsletter alone are
worth the dues. But Je need YOU in order to continue all
- we are doing, so please send off your chegue

Many'thanks, o

Aandy Emmerson.

The good old days (1953)!

Glasgow Licensing . Court has
approved TV in city pubs. Thix
decision vpens a market fur some-
thing like 1,100 TV sers. 'Rm'ing
\ays that the seis must be in a
rovm orher than the  public bar,
must he uperated in normal light-
ing awd must be hamiled unly by
the licensee or Ju.r sraff.
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BBC-2 AND THOSE WONDERFUL TRADE TEST COLOUR FILMS

" Malcolm Batchelor

‘Like many of your other readers 1 adore early Testcard Hu=ic

fascinated by Engineering Tests and generally wallow in that period

of Great British Broadcasting before "Daytime Television" came along ..
and. ruined everything. \

Let me take you back 21- ~years ago to a typical day on BBC 2 in 1968
when the Colour Service was Jjust in first gear... v

9.00am and the day would start with a slightly-adapted black & white
Testcard 'C' on vision with tone. At 9.05am the first of the half-
hour tapes would commence. It cnuld be any one of five. The first
tune being one of the following: "Yankee Dpodle Rag"; "Going Up";
*"Pizzi Pizzi"; "Highland Holiday"”; or "Nostalgia". 9.30am: Tone;.
9.35am: the next tape, until' 9.58am. This is when the duty announcer.
would tell us that "Service Information for the Radio and Television:
trade would begin in two minutes”. A roll on the drum as the clock
ticked away in time with Syd Dale's well loved "Walk And Talk".

At 10.00am the fun began.. Captions at the ready... For this was
‘Service Information for. the Radio & TV Trade. Though 1'd hazzard a
guess the audience was a lot larger than who it was meant for.

Each bulletin would give information about Transmitters off- the-air

or on reduced power, details of new Transmitters and Relay Stations,
news about forthcoming events and exhibitions of interest to the trade,
alomg with a brief recap then a run through of those wonderful Trade
Test Colour Films being shown that day. All this would take anything
from two to five minutes then back to another tape this time accompanied
by the magnificent Colour Testcard "F", interrupted for five minutes
at 10.,10am for a visual feast of "Colour Bars", o

The Trade Test Transmission now 1n full swing as 10.30am approaches
and a caption on screen appears reading "BBC-tv COLOUR RECEIVER
INSTALLATION FIL Yes, Paul Sawtell's long lost love, twelve- and-a-
half minutes of good old-fashioned basi¢ stuff on how to get it all
together. In the closing words nf the film itself... :

“"To sum up, the aspects which need to be checked and occasionally
adjusted when a colour television receiver is installed are -
provision of a good signal, standard preliminary checks, screen
demagnetisation, colour priority. convergeance, reference white and

~ grey scale and finally the viewer should be shown how to get the best
results from theilr new colour televison receiver"- .

Ah... . those were the'days. but what: about those Trade Test Colour Films
1 hear you say. Fear no more. 10.43am draws near and following on

from the Colour Receiver Installation Film a new caption appears...
"BBC-tv TRADE TEST COLOUR FILM". Yes, here it is, the first one of .

the day. Now depending on what month in 1968 you were watching you

may have seen one of the following films: "Toe Hold On A Harbour”

_about: New Zealand; "Impressions of Expo '67" from Canada; enjoying

a "Diesel Trainride” from British Transport Films; or viewing a zany
cartoon from France entitled "Villa Man Reve"("My Dream House").

Either way this would be a short, taking us through to a few minutes

of Testcard "F" and music till the lead-in to "Play School" at 11.00am.
Now what can you remember here? Mnanday was "Useful Box Day", TueSday
"Dressing-Up Day" (thats where we went wrong with our kids!!), '

Wedne sday was "Pets Day" and Friday "Science Fay" But what was Thursday:

" Er... you mean you didn't watch -it?!! ' a :
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0.X. Back to Testcard "F" at 11.25am and then Syd Dale taking us into
another Service Information bulletin at 11.30am. following on with the
second Trade Test Colour Film of the day which could be anything from
a mouthwatering film about New Zealand apples called "Case History",
"Birth Of A Rainbow" about Rainbow Trout, a film showing the builing

- of Liverpool's Cathedral called "Crown Of Glass", or one of John

" Betjeman's superbly narrated National lleritage films “"Beauty In Trust"
or "Journey Into The Weald Of Kent", fond memories there.

The film at 11.33am would tend to run for 15 or 20 minutes taking us
back to Testcard "F" then Colour Bars at 1ll.55am for five minutes, .
with music interrupted for 4 minutes of Tone at l12midday.

At 12.10pm ths second showing of the "Colour Receiver Installation Film"
to 12,.,23pm when back to Testcard "F" and music till 12.30pm when the
screens went blank and everyone went off for an extremely large lunch.
Large because Trade Tests were not resumed till 2.00pm !!!

Into the afternoon then... Testcard on 2 at 2.... with Tone and Music
till 2.28pm when Syd Dale takes up his baton one more time and it's the
final Service Information bulletin of the day at 2,.,30pm. (4.30pm in
latter yearé) " The afternoon pattern takes shape with a Trade Test
Colour Film at 2.33pm, the final showing of the day of the Colour Receiver
Installation Film at 3.10pm and then Trade Test Colour Films of a
'slightly longer length at 3.30pm. 4,30pm and 5.30pm generally 25- 30mins
in duration ranging from the delightful "Giuseppina" a day in the life
of a lonely Italian girl, the fascinating "Home-made Car", a new life
in India in "A Peaceful Revolution”, the story of "Paint" from the

Shell Film Unit and "The Splendid Domain" showing how Canadians enjoy
life. After each film it was back to the Testcard "F" with music and
tone and time out at 1lOminutes past each hour for five minutes of
Colour Bars. All this till evening programmes commenced or during the
summer months Cricket coverage was relayed on BBC-2 from 4.30pm.

If BBC-2 programmes were to begin after 7pm then the final Trade Test
Colour Film of the day would be transmitted at 6.30pm and would usually
be selected from the 15 --20 min. range, e.g. "How A Motor Car Works"
from Shell, "Story In The Rocks" about Paleontology. "Small Propeller”
"about a speedboat rescue service, or perhaps just "Colour Television”
from Mullard (later replaced with "It's The Tube That Makes The Colour"}.

So that wraps ﬁp a typical "Daytime on 2" 21-yéars ago when Tradé'Tests
were at their most active, and most enjoyable were "Those Wonderful
Trade Test Colour Films...."

 Radiospares Ltd.

FOR ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS-BY RETURN
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+ - .
| BBC TV TEST CARD MUSIC - a personal 'view in three parts
IbyPAULSAmLL A.MBII.'MPA. :

|

|

— W

In the-last article we arrived at the stage where a reduction in tape
speed at the BBC from 15 ips to 7.5 ips enabled them to compile 60 minute
(plus) sequences as opposed to the old 30 minute ones; another change was the
disappearance of the BBC signal (the musical notes B, B and C, “and finally the
tone (1 kHz on BBCl, 400 Hz on BB02) was transmitted every 16 minutes instead
or every 25.

Although it was sad to see the end or the half-hour tapes as the i’ormat had -
stood the test of time, the new tapes were certailnly very varied and exciting.
All of a sudden there was a new system to get the hang of, and loadas of lovely
new recordings to make. Superb selections from great shows such as 'Showboat’,
'My Fair Lady' and 'Oklahoma!' were on offer on BBC2 while on BBC1 ‘there were
some Offenbach compositions as well as the usual mixture of lighter music.
September 1973 saw the end of the Trade Test Colour Fllms on BBC2 having
been transmitted regularly since 1964. It was decided that as there were colour
programmes shown throughout the day on one or other channel the time
available for transmission of the test card had been reduced. So, it was agreed
with the TV trade that the available time on BBC2 would now be filled with the
test card and service information announcements. These would now be at .4.30
pm instead of 2 30, but would remain at 10.00 am and 11.30 am.

Around this time, they were becoming less reglmental about tone transmissions -
the 'every fifteen minutes' routine soon gave way to every 25 agaln, then every
56. January 1975 saw severe reductions in the BBC2 trade test schedule -
apparently due to Auntie's diminlshing reserves {(and the need to conserve fuel)
the BBC2 network would now be off the air from 9.00am until 10.20 followed by
test card at 10.30 until 2.5 minutes before Play School at 1i.00. The test card
would then be shown (usually with tone, no music) until 11.30. The network
would then close again. until 1550 followed by the test card at 1600 until the
start of scheduled programmes. The only exception to this was if there was a
break of less than two hours between programmes during the day {(often this
would happen during live coverage .of political party conferences, educational
programmes etc) when the test card and music would be transmitted. The other
exception was Saturdays when they would,tr;nsmit test card and music &
programmes throughout the day. As if all this was not enough, in November 1976
after a period of ten months without any new tapes, someone had the bright
idea of making the test card sound. like nearly every other musical medium by
putting together tapes of pop vocals! Fortunately this trend did not last very
long! 1 say 'fortunately' because I belleve those who like pop music are very
well catered for; the test card music was ‘always something a little different and
I' could not see why it should ‘suddenly have to be 'hrought into line with Radlo
Onet :
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All these vocals were ‘cover versions'; that ls to say they were recorded by
session singers based: on the original records. As I sald in the first article, the
BBC test card music must NOT be avallable to the public on commercial records.

However there was a later vocal tape containing songs by Bread, Paul
McCartney, Helen Reddy etc; anyone possessing the original commercial records
would swear blind that they were identical to the tracks used on the test card!

Well, yes they were and no they weren't. Actually these were what we call 'out-
takes'. That is to say that where a recording session takes place outside the UK.
‘many 'takes' of a song will be done before the producer is entirely happy with
one of them. That 'take' goes on the commercial record and is sold to the
public. However, by special agreement, the other 'takes' not used can be
transmitted by the BBC as 'library' mausic; it fulfils the basic qualifications as
the recording took place abroad and that tape is not issued to the public!

1976 saw the first fully classical tape on BBC2; whereas BBC1 had had several
such tapes this was the first on BBC2 not to contain any '‘light' pleces. In fact
there were some tracks played by the woodwind section of the Norwegian
Broadcasting Orchestra, which had featured on a BBC1 tape in May 19765. This
tape did not last too long, however, possibly because there was only one word
to describe it - BORING! Although the music itself was good and the playing
superb, it was a full hour of exactly the same thlngl Rather like today's Ceefax
tapes. : _

Well out of the 'vocal' trend came a superb selection of tapes on both BBCl and
BBC2 in 1977. A beautiful mixture of classical and light, again with the odd
'‘novelty' number thrown in for good measure. 1981 saw a lovely tape appear on
BBC1 much of which were repeats from the 'good old days' of the 30 minute
tapes. These were played by the Savoy and Siegfried Merath orchestra and it
was 60 minutes of sheer delight - light music of a type seldom heard nowadays.

Television Presentation were always on the ball in those days, and when this
country declared war over the Falklands, it was considered inappropriate to
have 'lazzy latin-american’' muslic over the test card. So, the brief to
‘International Recordings (the revamped Foreign Recordings Unit at the BBC
responsible for collecting and compiling test card tapes along with many other
duties) was to supply two tapes which were 'sombre, but not too funeralistic'.
As it turned out the war was soon over,; hut the two tapes continued well into
1984.

March® 1983 was as far as I am concerned, the end of the story; after
transmitting a test card regularly since 1947 the BBC suddenly decided that on
no account should a television set be set up on a test card. So, the first day of
BBCl's Breakfast Time was also the first day without Trade Test Transmisslons.
Ceefax pages were destined to rule instead. I think I could almost have coped
with this if the music had not been toned down to sheer mediocrity. Apart from
the occasional interesting tape the Ceefax scene has been a musical graveyard.
_In fact I am told that the BBC hardly ever compile a tape themselves these days
but leave It up to the music publishers to do it for them!

So In’ conclusion, I believe the BBC test card has provided an invaluable
platform for the work of many musicians, work which we would probably never
have heard due to it not belng commercial encugh for general release.
Tremendous variety of material; special tapes (two for Valentine s Day 1981;
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Christmas t'apes-since, 1976; Falklands war tapes!) all superbly played énd _
arranged. If someone asked me to provide a commercially available record which
would socund like test ca.rd music, I just wouldn't know where to start.. '

The author would be very happy to hear from anyone who shares an interest in
. this subject, also from anyone who would like to swap info, recordings etc. Write
to Paul Sawtell, 20 Seymour Road, Stourbridge West. Midlands DY9 8TB. Or you

may te!ephone 0384 ~ 896679,

_SPEC IAL:- ANNOUNC EMENT

. Following much recently declared interest in BBC test card music, it is
hoped it may be possible to hold a test eard music convention some time next
year. It is very much in the early stages of organisation at present but it is
believed this will be a unique opportunity for all those genuinely interested in
this music to get together. Would anyone who is interested please contact me at
20 Seymour Road, Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY9 8TB, enclosing a SAE to
receive further information as it becomes avallable. [Paul Sawtell]

October (989 ELECTRONICS WORLD + WIRELESS WORLD

Royal Television Society in 1985, as'the -
BBC was about to celébrate the 50th

-anniversary of its television service.
However, the proposals were costly and
the television industry did not commit
sufficient funds. The position has re-

mained uncertain ever since. It now
seems that Haringey Council may offer
the studio area to Mountview Theatre
School for scenery storage.

Another plan, for a Birth of Broad-
casting Centre, run by a full-time staff
and.costing around £3M to set up, has
been put forward by the Alexandra’
Palace Television Trust. The Trust com-

. prises members from the broadcasting
and equipment industries, and those
who were there at the birth of television
in 1936.

- Their work shouid not be lost. But the

- future for the museum seems uncertain
unless a scheme can be found which
could complement the present day uses
of Alexandra Palace, and meet the need
for economic viability. This might mean

Adele Dixon opens the world’s first public télewsmn service from Studio A at the
Alexandra Palace on November 2, 1936. AP’s benmge is now under threat.
{(Photo: BBC) )

Ally Pally threat

.- The cradle of television broadcasting,
the Alexandra Palace in north London,
may not after all have its old BBC studio
space converted to a television museum
because of the high cost of the plan.

*Ally Pally” as it is affectionately known,

* was badly damaged by fire in 1980 but
its owner, Haringey Council, decided in

the public interest to restore the build-
ing at a cost of £45M, work which is
nearly completed. -

The south east wing, home of the
world’s first regular television service,
was not damaged by the fire, and its use
as an exhibition of television history and.
development was proposed by the

a more modest start to the project, with
an expenditure counted in thousands
instead of millions, staffed on an occa-
sional basis, say when otlier events are

* staged atthe new Alexandra Palace.

" The Ally Pally Trust can be contacted
at 1 Coleridge Gardens, London NWé6

3QH. - Rogerl)nscoil

A Jetter suggesn'ng collaboration was sent to this organ}sation at the edn of
September but no reply has been recejved two months Ister
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Christmas on

With only a few more DX-ing days to Christmas we thought it would be a good opportunity
to take a look at some of the special captions used on BBC=1 and BBC-2.The now dis-
continued Test Card ™F™ has also seen various changes during festive seasons.Alas,it is
ratper doubtful whether we shall see any further high jinks with the test card this
Christmas unless the engineers at Television Centre in London have plans to interrupt

transmission of sample Ceefax pages.One can but hope !

BBC=1 :
In 1980 the familiar BBC-1 Globe caption was replaced by figures skating around a central
snowman(see Fig.l).This caption was rather ingenious in that during the day the skaters
were shown racing around on a bright,crisp winter's morn.wWhen it was used to link even-
ing programmes the background was dimly Iit and for late evening programmes the moon
and stars were shining brightly. :

In 1981 the BBC-1 Christmas caption consisted of no less than five small globes of
various colours and sizes(see Fig.3)and resembled decorations on a tree.This was certainly

one of the most colourful Christmas captions to be used, - :
last year's caption was less colourful but very complicated.It is depicted in Fig %.The

twelve “1limbs™ of the snow flake revolved,each catching the light but not each other !

Probably it was all done by mirrors but 10 out of 10 to the designers for inventiveness.

Fig.4 LAST YEAR'S SNOW FLAKE

Fig.3 1981 CHRISTMAS GLOBES
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CHRISTMAS TEST CARDS

1980 was a very good year for test card frivolities as Figs 5 to 8 show.Fig 6 is a close-

up of the centre circle displaying a Christmas

pudding perched on Carol's ta.ble It. wasn't

there for long =perhaps the engineers scoffed it for lunch.

All these additions to Test Card "F"™ were seen on Christmas Day.On other occasions the
test card has been radiated with a completed game of noughts and crosses,the word "COLOUR®™ -
in a bright cheery yellow a.nd “Merry Christmas™ superimposed over the letterhox area,Even

OVER THE LETTERBOX

F‘lg.é CLCSE UP OF CHRISTMAS
PUDDING

~ Fig.? HOLLY,NOT FOCUS BARS,IN 1980.

the entire central display area has been:.
replaced by an electronic replica ! '
- Test Card "G™ received the festive treate

- ment in 1981 when large red identification

edged with white was used for a brief period.
BBC=-2

A large rotating snow ﬂa.ka was the theme for
the 1980 BBC-2 Christmas caption.It was made

" from glass(or perhaps plastic)and rotated

steadily(well,almost)between programme
Junctions.The caption is shown in Fig 10,

" The three revolving candles(see Fig.1ll)
were first transmitted on December 24th,1981
and remained in service for five days.A suit-
able festive jingle accompanied the caption
at the start of each prograxme opening -
sequence. '
Last vear®s special ca.ptmn consistad of

: Fig 9 COLOUR TEST CARD *G*' WITH LARGER
THAN LIFE IDENT
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~ three green glass trees which revolved
somewhat erratically at times.In fact one
of the trees looked as though it could
have been prematurely felled given a slight
puff of wind ! The caption first appeared
on Christmas Eve in gleaming,pristine '

~condition but by the 28th there were ome
or two smudged finger prints on at leasi

- one of the glass evergreens.

Fig,10 : This la.rge snow flake was
used on BBC~2 back in

1980.The material used
. for this caption proved
to be popular with the
_designers as a similarx
nedium was used for the

following two years, -

E}g;ll s+ The three candles complete
' with green holly revolved
steadily in 1981.

There are other examples of unusual captions
and test cards shown at Christmas,some of
which appear in the January 1984 edition of
"Television™. -

We are planning a short article about

BBC Schools Television captions so if you
have any photographs please send them to
TeleRadio Ngws.. : _

;]
» -
* & (

2BB

Fig,12 : In 1982 the theme for
Christmas was a set of 3 7 3 Py &
three revolving trees,
We shouln't have long to

wait to see what the theme - | | B B G

is for 1983,

4

The above article first appeared in the long-distance television (DX-TV) magazine,
TeleRadio News in December 1983. Since then, the digitally generated Test Card "F" has
been radiated on several occcasions at Christmas with various amendments and so the
tradition of festive test cards is still carried on by some engineers at Television

Centre!
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FIRST it was a music hall,

SECOND it was a cinema, .

 LATELY B.R.M.B. radic studios.

BUT, Once upon a time, it was Alpha Television Studios at Aston,_ :

It was the mdlands home of the ABC and ATV television companies ATV -
Mondays to Fridays and ABC - Weekend televisten.

‘There were three main studios of wvarious sizes, plus an announcer's
studio situated In the Master Control Area. Alpha Studlos were jJointly owned
- and operated by ATV (now Central) and ABC (now Thames Television). It
employed and shared most of the people needed to produce a show from Its.
-studios. Up . until its closure in the late 19605 it was the oldest established ITV
studios In the country.

During late 1968 or early 1969,1 visited the studlos with my parents to
watch a live programme that was popular at that time - The Golden Shot with
Bob Monkhouse! , : _ .

. If you can imagine a cinema with the balcony seating, no stall seats-' but
cameras, lighting and microphones together with performers and the studio floor
slightly raised, it will give you a good idea of what it was llke at that time.

ABC left in 1968 and ATV remained until thelr own studios In Birmingham
City Centre were buiit, in readiness for the launch of 825 colour studios on the
entire ITV network in November 1969, :

The building remained derelict until 1974, when B.R.M.B. moved in and
have remained ‘there to this day. o
- {Frank Peplowl

-

And now for those of you who, like me, were'alﬁrays puzzled by a myétery
programme which never appeared in the TV Times, here is the explanation,
courtesy of Frank Peplow .

MONDAY'S NEWCOMERS

Every week, it was felt that the advertising-indnstry should be allowed to '_
preview the new advertisements that were due to be released on the air for the-
i’irst time ever.

The time selected for this was 10.00 a.m. {I think). No announcements in
sound were ever made — but a caption explained that 'Monday's Newcomers', as
~they were called, were about to hit the screen. They started with 80 second
“commercials, then reduced them to 45 seconds, then 30 seconds. 15 seconds and
7 seconds. '

Some commercials would appear to be shown over and over again but,

looking back, some did have slight differences in them. Perhaps this was the
idea of it all ~ to show onl!y the best ones in the normal commercial time slots.
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After the last 7 second commercial had been shown, a filmed
' announcement simply read:
' MONDAYS NEWCOMERS
THE END. :
Then the picture faded to Black and normal trade test transmissions were
resumed. '

'"To advertise television in a national newspaper which circulates
" throughout the British Isles at a time when television programmes operate only
within the London Service Area, would have been waste of meney,” declared the
HMV dealer's magazine (‘The Voice') in December 1937. True, but dafter things
happen in satellite television: '

. The story of the promotion of television to the nation is a fascinating story,
and some aspects of the copy would not be unfamiliar in our Sky TV age. 'The
Voice', approximately quarto size, was published monthly, using black and white
plctures, plus features, to generate business go—-getting among dealers. Thus, in
the later 1930s, it was more likely that you would come upon promotions for
radiograms than mention of television, but, as already indicated, the Christmas
business of 1937 was somewhat television oriented. :

" "The Dally Express", a broadsheet at the time, was used for a split—-run
advertising campalgn, whereby copies distributed in the London TV area included
a full page advertisement for television, whilst copies destined for lesser parts
"of the nation had a swap, using a full page promotion for radiograms. There is
a connection, by the way. When I lived in Bridgend (Glamorgan) in the early
19508, a genial neighbour used to play Frankie Lalne and Mario Lanza records
on his radlogram while looking at his television set, sound turned down as the
drama had somehow lost his attention. Stray callers, seeing what they thought
was television for the first time were, dare I say, bemused. The full page
advertisement, included In some 700,000 copies of 'The Dally Express’, was
introductory in the style of Sky TV and BSB advertising, with the headline:
. "TRLEVISION FOR £1 A WEEK ... What does it bring you today?, About a third of
the page was taken up with a repro of a boxing match, as seen on television,
and below this, three miniature pictures of HMV television sets. Readers were
promised 'absolute clarity', and the body copy, in rather small type one must
admit, mentioned various attractions, the type matter relieved by an inset pic of
the Alexandra Palace TV mast

At the foot of the advertisement, a 'please fill in -and post’' coupon invited
readers to enquire for further detalls. Thus, on Friday November 19th 1937,
Britain's first full page advertisement for 405 line television was produced
“*The Voice' ran a nice plece about the way that the 'thirteen giant presses' at
'The Dally Express', and the careful scrutiny of members of the Circulation
" Department ensured that the right issues went to the right distribution,

including the trains that left London for the nether regions of Britain at about
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3 a.m. Mr L. Needham, the then advertisement directer of 'The Daily Express'
and Mr A. S. Radford, advertising manager for HMV, were photographed ‘checking
the first copies of the television announcement at 2,30 a.m.' whilst an art paper
pull’ of the advertlsement was used for subsequent publicity purposes.

Today, of course, advertising agencies do this sort of thing without blinking an
eyelash (split advertising runs, that is - but then I write as a former
copywriter who once did dockyard cranes as well as pianos, in the matter of
publicity). Only a cynic would suggest that people beyond Barnsley might have
liked to see the television advertisement, too, if only as a promise of good
things to come... As they say, if there's anything good going, you can be sure
the London folk will make sure they get hold of it.

Incidentally, dealers in the London area took television seriously, and. sometimes
-arranged quasi concert occasions (television showing plus neat sandwiches) in
their heavily carpeted showrooms.  But to afford a quid a week for television in
1937 meant that you were somewhat well-heeled, anyway. Some enthusiasts.
‘built their own television sets, though this aspect of garden shed hobbyism is
somewhat overlooked. But if you could not afford television, and the parlour
was too small for a radiogram, you and the missls could always go to bed early.

Some radio dealers also sold ...... prams. :

! TEST pa'r-rema AND CAPTION sunzs. A BRIEF NOTE -

Some of you will be aware I am amassing a ccllectlon of these, which will
be put onto videotape next year. In the process of researching and collecting
these I have come upon a few odd facts which may make the eventual tape a
little clearer. Until the (recent) development of solid—state (all—electronic)
frame stores and caption generators, slides were the most flexible means of
generating stlll pictures and messages in television.

Most ITA stations were supplied with a standard set of slides. The reason is
that the Marconl company supplied transmitters to the IBA on a 'turnkey' basis,

in other words the customer just plugged the thing in, turned the key and 1t
was all ready to go. With each station came a set of standard apology captions
{you know the sort of thing, normal service will be resumed as. soon as possible,
etc.) and some still pictures of landscapes. Generally, each ITA transmitter
would transmit the still plcture for a period each day, then cut to black and
show Test Card C Instead. The picture chosen changed from day to day and they
. ceased showing these just before Test Card C was replaced by D. : -

Incidentally, you may have wondered, as 1 used to, why they provided the
message "An Announcement in Sound is now being made"; after all this would be
pretty obvious when you heard the announcement. The reason is that many TV
shops would have the sound on their sets turned down and if a TV station had
to leave the air for any reason, they might miss the announcement and then
find blank screens on their sets. The visual caption would (hopefully) alert
someone to turn up the volume! . [AE] o
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In Britain very few private television stations have been permitted to
broadcast signals: in issue 3 I described one and here are details of another.

~ During the early 1950s the Television Society, now the Royal Television
Society, .took the progressive idea that it could stimulate technical development
-of television by operating its own television station, Here 13 a brief summary of
events, taken largely from contemporary reports :

1952: Technical description of the Television Socletys proposed
transmitter in TV (vol 6., no. 11, pp 442/3).

January 1953: G3CTS is the station of the Television Soclety, soon to be
‘installed in the Norwood Technical College, South London. Full coverage of the
London area, eXcept to the south and east of Norwood, is expected with,
initially, 25 watts lnput to a QQV06-40 PA. London readers may like to start
constructing a converter for 427 Mc/s in readiness to receive transmissions from
this station. The sound channe! will be on 424.5 Mc/s, so that both sound and
vision will be capable of reception on a standard TV set following the
converter.. [RSGB Bulletin]. '

_ March 1953: Television Society's Exhibition. The Television Society's.
exhibit consisted of a television transmitter designed for propagation tests at
427 Mc/s, using the standard 405 line video waveform {PTV].

June 1953: Society's Own Transmitter. In an effort to increase the export
. of British television receivers, the Television Soclety will build its own
transmitter for the broadcasting of sales propaganda programmes to the
Continent. [PTV]. (While this sounds an excellent idea, il Iis more “likely that
someone had got the wrong end of the stick here and propaganda was a
misunderstanding for propagation ')

May 1954: G2WJ/T [amateur station at Dunmow, Essex] has received test
bars from the Televislon Societys station GBCTS!T at Norwood.

. July 1957: The transmitter. of the Televtslon Society is now In operatlon
at Norwood Technical College. It has the dual object of providing a service to
the radio industry for testing Band IV reception and providing a means of
training students. It is hoped that in the future it wlll be possible to televise
the lectures glven at the college. The TV Society has just held its 28th AGM,
when it was stated that transmissions would take place on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays, from 7pm to 9pm with Test Card c and a tone. [PTV].

. 1963: The Tulevisinn Society transmitter at Norwood Technical Coliege is
now in action, and regular weekly transmissions are being made. The operator is
Martin Salter G3RJO/T, who is a BATC member as well as belonging to the
Television Society. Vision frequency is 430 MC/s and sound is on 426.5 Mc/s, For
further information contact Mr Rowlands (senior lecturer) or G3RJO/T at the
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college. Reports of reception will be most welcome. [cQ-TV 50].

1964: Norwood Technical College have added a two stack 32 element array
on a rotator and hope to start tests again soon. G3RJO/T looks after the

station, G3CTS/T. {CQ-TV 52].

October 1965: A description of amateur TV statlon GSCTS/T. The station is
currently being used in the training of some fifty full time Diploma Course
students and a number of part-time day and evening course students attending.
Television Technology classes. The vision transmitter ... on a frequency of 430
Mc/s ... uses = ... power input to the final stage of 150 watts. Sound power of
is 45 watts input to the final stage, using 426.5 Mc/s. There are two sets of
aerial arrays. G6CTS/T has a 10-element broadside array for each transmitter,
directed due north from a site giving line—-of-site over London. Driving is via
surface wave feeders. There is also a 16-cover—16 slot element broadside,
rotatable, with a range of 30-40 miles in standard conditions. ... The facllities
.at G6CTS/T also include CCTV for college programme presentation ... In
collaboration with other Departments of the college ]

Despite appeals in RTS publlcatlons and further research I have been
unable to establish whether G3CTS achieved what it set out to do. It appears to
. have been used for amateur television experiments, but whether broadcast

transmissions for trade test purposes were made is unclear Feedback would be :
- most welcome. :

What, you may ask, beecame of this ploneering TV station? The answer 1s.
nothing ... one day about 20 years ago the vandals got in and smashed
everything in sight. And that was the end of G3CTS (except that the college'
still holds the callsign). Shame

Bib;iography

cQ-TV = C@Q- TV the magazine of the British Amateur Televislon Club.
TV = TELEVISION the journal! of the Television Society
PTV = PRACTICAL TELEVISION ,

THE AIRMEC TELEVET TYPE 258 is the ONLY camplete Television Testar —
i* has evary facility for thoroughly chacking, repairing, overhauling and aligning TV
- gets. It covers-Bands 1 and 111, crystal calibration. Can be used with AC/DC type.
sets. Commpietely portable. /ncorporates: Wabbulator - AM or CW Signal Generator -
Pattern Generator - Audio QOsciltator - AC and DC (including EHT) voliage measur-
ing facitities - Line transformer test. )

WRITE NOW for fulf delails | : Immediate delivery
Alimec glso make the RADIVET TYPE 211, for AM and FM Receivers.

Ai rmec Ltd HiEm WYCOMBE BUCKS Tei: High Wycombe 21201°10

March, 1965
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R xtracts from MEMOIRS OF A TELECOMMUNICATIONS ENGINEER by
! W.J. Bray, CBE, M.Sc., F.Eng., FIEE, FCGI. (Former Director
| of Research, Post Office). ﬁ .

—— e m—

.0

It is often forgotten that the Post Office played a major role in the
~ development >f television facilities, just as British Telecom does today. Equally,
it is not often we have a chance to hear stories ‘straight from the horse's
mouth’, so I was pleased that Mr Bray allowed us to quote from his memoirs. The
complete book describing his career from the 1920s to 1975 is just as
fascinating and is available from him for £7 plus £1 post and packing. The
address is W.J. Bray, The Pump House, Bredfleld, Woodbridge, Suffofk. IP13 6AH.

' The first TV link’ to South Wales

The reopening of the BBC television service in June 1946 and the need to
relay the television programmes to provincial television transmitters, initially at
Birmingham and Wenvoe, South Wales, stimulated activity in the Post Office on
both coaxial cable and radio-relay systems for television transmission. The
. cable engineers, notably Dr R.F.J. Jarvis, Dr R.A. Brockbank, T. Kilvington and
H.T. Mitchell, were active in developing repeatered 3/8-inch diameter coaxial
cable systems, and a still more ambitious l-inch diameter coaxial cable system
~ for the London Birmingham route. Meanwhile the radio engineers, including
J.H.H. Merriman, R.W. White and myself, were exploring the radio-relay system
possibilities, feeling no doubt that they had a more tractable medium than the
coaxial cable which required very precise amplltude and phase equalisation for
satisfactory television transmission.

In the Immediate post—war period our resources in the radio field were
limited and it was decided as a first step, to see what could be done with a
VHF - FM system :

The BBC television ‘transmitter at Wenvoe, near Cardiff, was due to open
in March 1949, and although:a 3/8-inch diameter coaxial cable system was being -
installed between London and Cardiff, there ‘were doubts as to whether it would
be ready in time. Fortunately, the Post Office Research Branch at Dollis Hill
‘and the Post Office Radio Laboratory at Castleton.,South Wales were on the
route, and it was decided to link them by a five—hop radio-relay system using.
hill-top sites, This experimentzal system was designed initially to operate on a
single frequency of 195 MHz on all hops. The aerials used were horizontal
rhombics, the receiving and transmitting aerials at each site being located on
opposite sides of a hill-top. It had been calculated that the backrto-back
attenuation between the rhombic aerials, together with the diffraction loss
around the hill—- —top, would avold instability or undesirable echoes. The use of
a single frequency for all hops in principle enabled straight amplifiers to be
used as repeaters, i.e. without frequency changing. In the event, difficulties
‘were encountered on some sites in achieving the desired attenuation and these
were later converted to microwave operation, using reflex klystron oscillators as
transmitters. This experlmental part VHF, part microwave, system was in fact
made ready in time for the Wenvoe transmitter opening, but not without
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problems in so doing.

There was, for example, the horse that strayed ‘into one of the relay
station huts at Green Hailey in the Chilterns - much to the consternation of
the system control operator at Castleton who could not believe his ears when so

told!

A few days before the opening of the Wenvoe transmitter was due, serious
pulse-type radie interference was observed on the 195 MHz radle link.
Groundbased Post Office radio interference locator vans had failed to locate the
source of the ‘nterference, which appeared to come from air-borne sources. With
admirable initiative my Post Office colleague R.W. White at Castleton, with my .
authority, promptly hired an_ aircraft and equipped it with simple VHF DF
equipment. This was completely successful In tracing the interference to Royal
Air PForce aircraft using distance-measuring (DFF} equipment in a frequency
band nominally allocated for civil communication purposes. However, R.W.
White's problems were nothing compared with mine in justifying to hlgher Post
Office authority the hire of the aircraft. :

We also had our difﬁ_cultles with Mr George Bernard Shaw, supported by
John Betjeman, who had written to the Times newspaper complaining about the
desecration of the White Horse Hill in Wiltshire by aerials erected by Post Office
vandals. This, notwithstanding the fact that the aerials in question were low,
screened by trees and barely visible from most view-points, and ignoring the
much more apparent eyesore created by rusty corrugated iron barns in the near
vicinity.

Nevertheless, the London - Wenvoe experimental radio-—relay,systemr
served a useful purpose in enabling the Post Office to gdin valuable experience
with both VHF and microwave techniques, and in enabling the BBC Wenvoe .
transmitter to open on time. This was followed by a UHF (900 MHz) radio-relay
system for television, bullt under Post Cffice contract by the General Electric
Company (UK), between a lattice tower on the Museum exchange, London and
another at Birmingham, with intermediate repeater stations which was opened in
December, 1948. : : ,

" These early VHF!UHF radic-relay systems gradually developed ‘confidence
that such systems could provide reliable transmission of television signals with
a high standard of performance. They led the way to microwave systems
operating on still higher frequencies, in regions of the spectrumm where there was
sufficient space for many systems and where the aerials, waveguide feeders and
.other components were more compact and convenient for operational use.

A, Balloon—-Supported Passive Repeater Aerlal System (19471

Being impressed by the logistical problems of providing national television
coverage by ground-based television transmitters and links, I began to speculate -
in 1947 on the possibilities of a balloon—supported passive repeater system for
broadcasting and relaying television signals, Fig. 11.2. This idea was no doubt
at least partly inspired by the sight of the war-time balloon barrage that
seemed to be an almost permanent . feature of the London skyline during those
years. The proposal was to use frequencies above 1000 MHz (at which usefu!
gain and directivity could be achleved by aerials of practicable size), with a
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combination of a downward pointing paraboloid reflector aerial at the elevated
end for recelving signals from a similar paraboeloid at the ground, together with
a bi-conical circular horn aerial at the balloon for broadcastmg the signals
omni—-directionally in the horizontal plane but with some directivity Iin the
vertical plane. Full coverage of the whole of the United Kingdom could have
been- provided by six such systems at heights of about 5 000 ft.

Since the aerial system was wholly passive and could have a wide
frequency ban:1-'dth it could be used simultaneously .for broadcasting and for
picking up signals from a similar system up tc about 150 miles away, or from
moblle units for outside broadcast purposes

_ Clearly there were mechanical problems to overcome, e.g. due to lightning,
gales and icing, but these did not appear insuperable; there were also possible
hazards to aircraft that might have been more difficult to overcome. Such a
system could have provided national coverage, not only for ‘television and sound
, broadcasting, but also for a variety of other services including mobile services; .
- at a far less cost than the present-day multiplicity of transmitters and .
connecting Iinks, or even, let it be whlspered 01’ futuré satellite systems '

A Home-bullt 405-line Television Receiver

Shortly after the end of the war I became a member of the MOD Pane! for
“Allocating German Electronic Equipment, known as PAGEE. Its purpose was to
allocate, as usefully and fairly as possible, the mountains of German radar and
communications electronic equipment that fell into Allied hands. in the latter
stages of the war after the cessation of hostilities. The intended reciplents of
this no-cost bounty were, in the main, Universities and Colleges with
Departments of Electrical Engineering, Government Research Establishments and
Industrial Laboratories. As an unauthorised reward for my personal war efforts
I 'allocated® to myself a nicely-engineered German radar. This provided a useful
. source of electronic components, a cathode-ray tube and an assoclated high-
voltage power pack. With the aid of some circuitry derived from the 'Wireless
World' TV receiver design a 45 MHz radar IF strip from the junk shops of Lisle
Street, Soho, and components from the German radar, I bullt a2 405-line
television receiver. It was lined up with a ba_re minimum of test equipment, the
proverbial 'wet finger' being the normal method for tracing faults, and the test-
" card from the BBC transmitter at Alexandra Palace the _only source of test

signal.

It was a tremendous thrill when the test card was replaced by the first of
the resumed transmissions from Alexandra Palace - opened by the PMG on 7th
June 1946. It vividly recalled the Mickey Mouse cartcon filmm that had been so
abruptly shut down on Ist September 1939 just before the outbreak of war,
with Mickey uttering the words 'I t'ink I go home!'. True, the picture was.
rather small, about 3 inches by 4 inches, and green in colour, but it gave much
pleasure to the family and drew in neighbours for miles around as one of the
very few TV receivers in operation in 1946. Also, it was a rather nice example
of one particular sword being beaten into a plough—share!
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The Post Office Television Receiver Detection Van (1952}

As the numbers of television receivers in use by the public grew into
"~ millions. a serious and growing problem arose from the substantial proportion of
receivers that were unlicensed and the loss to the BBC of income from !llcence
fees. Since the Post Office was then responsible for the licensing and collection
of fees, it fell to that organisation to find a means of reducing the numbers of
uniicensed receivers in use. In an attempt to scare the owners of unlicensed
recelvers into paying up the Post Office had hinted at the possibility of
detection of such receivers. However, in a Parliamentary debate in which the
loss of revenue to the BBC was under discussion, the Postmaster General (then
the Earl de La Warr) was challenged to prove that there was In fact a
technically effective means for detecting working television receivers. Since at
the time no such means existed, the. Post Office and the PMG were in a :position
of some embarrassment. In an attempt to resolve the problem the PMG paid a
visit to Dollis Hill and I was brought in to give technical advice. It occurred
to me that there was a strong alternating magnetic field (which it would be
difficult to screen) around the line-scanning coils of the television picture tube.
The line current in these coils has a saw-tooth waveform with a fundamental
frequency of 10 kHz, and in view of the wave-shape was rich -in harmonics.
Whilst the PMG was still on his visit to Dollis Hill I hurriedly set up a crude
‘detection system using a loop aerial connected to a National HRO recelver tuned
to 20 kHz, the second harmonic of the line frequency. This recelver was one of
the few capable of receiving such a low frequency, and it also had a loecal
oscillator enabling the 20 kHz signal to be translated to an audio beat
-frequency. By mounting the loop aerial and the receiver on a trolley and
‘moving it gradually away from a working TV receiver it could be shown that the
audio beat was detectable up to at least 75 feet, and that the strength varied
approximately inversely as the cube of the distance {as would be expected for a
magnetic induction fleld). Encouraged by these results a more sophisticated
system was later set up in a Post Office van with three horizontal loop aerials
in the roof and a switch enabling the received signal strengths to be compared*
{Fig. 11.7).. This enabled it to be sald whether the TV receiver was to right or
left, behind or in front, of the Detection Van. The PMG was given a._
demonstration of this equipment one evening on the roads of a housing estate
near Dollis Hill. As the van passed each. house it soon became apparent
whether a television receiver was In use, the inverse cube law of signal
strength versus distance enabling satisfactory dlscriminatlon between one set
and another to be obtained :

The BBC-gave a live TV broadcast demonstration of the Post Ofﬂce. TV
Detection Van in an open space near its Wembley Laboratories, several tents

being set up with a working television set in one of them. The game was of.

course, to locate the one tent with the TV receiver, but this demonstration
‘nearly ended in failure until it was realised that the TV camera tracking the
Post Office Detection Van was’ itself generating a powerful 20 kHz signal.

The fact that an effective TV recelver ‘detection technique existed, backed
by extensive publicity from the BBC, the Post Office and the Press, undoubtedly
had a powerful effect in reducing the numbers of unlicensed television receivers
and augmenting the BBC income by many milllons of pounds over the years — [
only wish I had bargained for a mere five per cent commission on this additional
income. :
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* Described in 'The Detectioh of Television Receivers', by W.J. Bray. Post ,Office
Electrical Engineers Journal, Vol 45, Part 2, July 1952. ,

First Inter—Contihe'ntalrﬁ Link, 1962 (extract)

Our friends in the ITA had provided a crate of the best French
- champagne; however, with our difficulties on” the 10th of July we had not the
heart to open it. These inhibitions rapidly disappeared with the successful
events of the th July. and it will be well understood that by the early morning
of the 12th July the Post Office- Satellite Ground Statlon at Goonhilly was very

nearly alr-bome'

1 remember being very much impressed by the skill of Raymond Baxter as
an interpreter who for the benefit of the viewing audlence and only minutes
before he was due to breadcast translated my somewhat involved technical
explanations of our problems and expectat:ons into pencilled notes on his shirt~
cuff, which became elegant simple and smooth ﬂowing English in the actual

broadcast

At the conclusion of the first historic television transmissions to and from
the United States I noticed a remarkable phenomencn. A BBC television camera
was looking at a Post Office television picture monitor in the control room at
Goonhilly. There depicted was an 'infinite regress' of pictures, akin to the
effect of parallel mirrors, the pictures getting smaller and smaller as they
receded into the distance! The picture signals from the BBC camera were heing
“transmitted via the ground station transmitter to the Telstar satellite, back to
the ground station receiver and the Post Office television monitor, and then

round this loop again and again.

BRITISH RADIO AND TELEVISION
May, 1953
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Fig. 11.2 Balloon - supported passive repeater aerial systsm
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1. Apologies to Tony Emery who contributed the story about the TV with a split
personality in the last issue - sorry your name got separated from the tale!

F

2. Here's a funny plece c¢f nconsense 1 was told almost 20 years ago: it was
supposed to be true and indeed I do not doubt that ... : ‘

Some wicked student types at Oxford university noted that the local BBC
TV relay station was on a time switch and shut down every night at, say for
"the sake of argument, 11.30 pm. However, the mechanism was clever enough not
to do this if it detected a carrier (i.e programmes still continuing) at, say.
11.29 pm. In this case it would then stay on the air until the carrier dropped
and then cut ofr power and remain off the air until switch-on time the next
morning.

This gave the students an idea. Oxford took its signal from Crystal Palace, and
if they chose a night when programmes finished before 11.30, they could
generate a2 (quite low-powered) carrier on Channe! 1 {I'm not sure whether
Oxford monitored the sound or the vision frequency) and transmit this some time
after programmes ended but before 11.29. In this way they could fool the Oxford
transmitter and keep it on the air. By waiting a while and transmitting a blank
carrier they would not draw any attention to themselves and in any case, most
people switched off when the national anthem was played, if not long before!

However, at a set time - about 1 am — they could then start transmitting their
own {sound) communications, when their student friends were listening and
nobody else was! Smart huh""’ 3
Nowadays, it is not so easy to hi-jack a TV transmitter (authorisation codes are
transmitted in the vertical interval) but it would be interesting to know 11’
anyone else used the good offices of the BBC for thelr own purposes' And no, I
~didn't go to Oxford unwer51ty, so it wasn t me! [AE]

3. And this is definitely true. Qut of a magniﬁcent total of 101 of you 405
- Alivers, no fewer than 11, that is more than 10 per cent, come from the West -
Midlands. is there something special in the Birmingham water which affects
people in this way, or is there some other explanation. It has been suggested
that there's nothing else to do in Birmingham, so everyone has to watch
television, but that seems hardly fair! : '

David seems to leave the workshop only to tvrjte letters to us - how does he do |
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jtere Anyws}?, here’s the Iatest news from the land of Tyne and Wear ...

The Marconi VTSO TV is now working, however, I must find alignment
instructions for this model as many of the IF transformers will not tune
properly. I did have problems ‘with the local oscillator. The 40pF tuning’
- capacitor across the centre—tapped coil was low-capacitance and the loctal X81

va}veholder has mtermittent contacts and may” ‘have to be replaced :

The.timebases work well, giving adequate scan and good Hnearity. Both,line and
frame holds are excellent and the timebase oscililators are drift—free. The CRT
gives a bright picture: the tube is a TA10, a replacement for the pre-war type
3/5. The EHT voltage is 5000 volts, mains-derived from a separate transformer.
A feature of this set is that this transformer can be switched off and the set
operated for sound only. -

I think this could be a good model for the first "Receiver Profile"™ in 405 Alive,

bearmg in mind the set is based on the 1939 model 712. I have seen pictures of
the 712 in the W;reIess World and it appears that both models share a similar

cabinet style.

Now this concerns SAFETY, and that means YOU!. Many younger
enthusiasts may not be aware of the dangers of mishandling tubes, in particular
the old round types found in early TVs. I must also. one stress the dangers of
mains—derived EHT systems. When handling these tubes eye protection should be
worn and tubes must not be left lying around, they must be stored in boxes.
" [The glass 1s surprising fragile and can implode without any provocation or
warning. Bits of glass flying around at high speed can be DEADLY.]

Secondly a reminder of the dangers of mains- derived EHT systems found
in pre—war and some- early post—-war - sets. These systems ‘ARE lethal, so treat
them_ with respect. Use an EHT meter, mine is a Rank-Bush- Murphy supplied to
me some 17 years ago for celour TV. If any difficulty is experienced in finding
EHT. valve rectifiers like'the HVR2 or Ul6, try using silicon diodes like the
BY140 or BY182 and wire in a series resistor of 3,300 schms 1/4W for safety.

Thirdly, remember when using a chemical paint stripper on cabinets always
use these out of doors to avoid breathing the harmful wvapours. '[Dave says you
don't notice it at the time ‘but these fumes can make you feel really bad for
‘three days afterwards 11' yeu re not carefull

~ Lastly the oil used in transformers like the ones found in Murphy sets
and EHT triplers in projecnon sets most likely contains PCBs or Poly Chlorinated
Biphenols. [This Is the stuff the environmentalists are so worried about - if it
leaks it is very nasty stuff and you must not let it get into contact with your
skin. Its use 1s banned nowadays - make sure none of it weeps out, else you
run the risk of skin cancer and horrible things.] :

on page 3 of issue 2 Mr P Thorpe wrote abeut his Pye FV1 receiver 1
“bought my FV1 twenty- nine years ago in May 1960 for £5. At present it is -
‘suffering from low vision IF gain, displaying very weak pictares even though the
output from - the Dav1d Locser modulater is 100mV.

Finally, I have tried the Ferguson 3vV44 video recorder for recording and
playback of 405 material. It -gives good results but the ghost Is present. Also
the Panasonie NVS?O records and plays back 405 extremely well.
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9. Around what time were the channel 1 transmltting aerials removed from the
tower structure at Alexandra Palace"

i . FEEDBACK ON ISSUE 3 - .

* From Paul Sawtell (who makes these poirits purely in the interest of accuracy
and in no way wishes to detract from the original articles):

Page 24 'Colour TV Expenments - although the author says "From 1957 ... ", it
is perhaps worth mentmnmg that the film 'Home—-Made Car' was not made by BP
until 1952' .

Page 30 'Test Card Saga' - Keith does not mention that the easiest Way by far
to record tapes to the end in the early sixties was to wait until the afternoons
when the tapes were played regionally and were almost without fail played right
the way through to the end! Also there were few tapes 1060-1963 which lasted
the full 30 minutes; most of them lasted between 24 and 28 minutes. I don't
think Keith is the only person to have a more—-than-keen Interest in at least
the music! I too remember the Chopin Polonaise in A Flat and recently had the
pleasure of supplying Keith with a recording of this tape.

~ * Pictorial Slides for Trade Test Transmissions

Alan Keeling amplified his letter in the last issue to say that both the
BBC and the 1TA ceased transmitting these views at the same time, just before
Test Card C was replaced by D. They were changed from one day to another and
only one view would be used on any given day. At the appropriate time the
screen would cut to black and then the test card would come up. '
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Please note that your editor is NOT in a position to supply circuit diagrams,
-Service sheets or other information on equipment. For this you need to ;gad
the small advertisements below and those published each month in Television
magazine. We will also print requests for help in this section of the newslet-
ter. Most valves are not hard to find: we recommend Billington Valves (0403-
210729), Kenzen {021-446 4346), Wilson Valves (04575-6114) and PM Componegts
- {0474-560521). Would you like to recommend other firms? If you think a firm
gives good service please tell us all! : -

+_--_——-----“'“--___—"—_‘—’—_——_ ————————————————————————————————————
1 405 LINE MATERIAL ON TAPE i
+ _______________________________________________________________

There was no r'espon‘se tc the notice' on this subject in the last issue, so
we’ll drop the idea for the time being.

(r——“. -y e

The Home Secretary, in a written reply
in the House of Commons eariier this
year, made a detailed statement about
the closure of the 405-line television
services and the. further axtension of
the 625-line service.

Hig statement bagan: “The 405-line
v.h.f. television services of the 88C and
the IBA transmit BBC-1 and ITV in
black and white onty and are now sub-
stantially duplicated by the 625-line
u.h.f- services which transmit B3C-1,
88C-2 and TV in colour, and. which
will in due course transmit the fourth
channel service. Phase |l of the current
u.h.f. engineering programme for ex-
tending the 625-ine services to com-
munities with populations of 500 or
more (over 99% of the population)
should be compieted by about 1984,

“The need to close the 405-line
services in the sarly 1980s was
recognised by the Pilkington Commit-

tee and the Annan Committee on the

Future of Broadcasting. The manufac-
ture of sets .capable of receiving the

" 405-line services ceased some years
- ago and the transmitting equipment is .

rapidly nearing the end of its useful life.

Substantiat ‘capital expenditure would

be required to extend its life beyond
the next few. years and such expendi-
ture on a duplicate and obsolescent

-

service could not be justified. '

“l have, therefors, agreed with the

broadcasting authorities on a timatable
for the closure of the 405-line services.
Closure will begin in 1982 and will be
phased over a period of about 4 years.”

The 8BC and the IBA are co-
operating closely in the impiementa-

tion of these engineering programmes
in order to minimise any inconvenience
to' the public. As far as possible they
pian to close down their 405-line sar-

vices in Bands'| and Il at the same
‘time in particular areas, aithough this -

will not be possible everywhere since
the BBC have 110 transmitters on

 405-linas while the IBA have 47.

‘Stations to be closed earlier in the
programme wiil be those in areas
where there is good coverage from the
u.h.f. 625-line services. The last sta-
tions to be closed will be some of the
‘high-power main stations . in areas
where 625-line coverage is less com-
plete. - -

88C Engineering Publicity , 1980.
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Thls is the area for buylng and selling all kinds of thlngs
to do with television, new or old.

Want to join in? Then send us Ydur advertisement: there is no
charge, although if space is short we may have to 'prune' out the
least relevant adverts or hold them over until next time. .

Traders are also welcome hers but we do require people who are
commercial dealers to state this in their advertisements. The
letter (T) at the end of an advertisement 1nd1cates that the
advertisement is ‘*trade’

Also please note that we do not accept any responsibility for
dealings resulting from these advertisements, which are published
in good faith. Replicas and reproductions'may be difficult to
identify, so beware of any items 'of doubtful origin' and assure

yourself of the authenticity of anything you propose. buying. And
" try to have fun, after all it's only a hobby!

We have had a number of ads requesting 405 line recordings and
circuit diagrams for standards converters and Band I modulators
- why haven't we printed them? Well, the ads for videotape
recordings were getting out of hand and there was no response to
our idea of a clearing house instead {see previous page).
Building a standards converter is a major undertaking (parts are
likely to cost £300 minimum) but one our members who has built
one is now working on a set of printed circuit boards and parts
lists. Watch this space! And two designs for modulators have been
published in Television magazine - see issue 1 of 405 Alive,
pages 10/11. We can supply photocoples

* VINTAGE TVs, radlos and testgear repaired and restored. Personal attention to
every job and moderate prices. Estimates without obligation - deal with an
enthusiast! (BVWS and BATC member) Please include SAE with all enquiries -~
thanks. Dave Higginson, 28 High Street, Misterton, Doncaster, Yorks., DN10 4BU.
(T). Tel: 0427 -~ 890768. E : :

* FOR SALE: several 405-only and dual Sténdard sets cheap for quick disposal,
14" upwards. Dave Higginson (Yorks) 0427 890768 (T).

* FOR SALE: (1) 55 minute video presentation made for the BATC "The Develop-—
ment of the TV Test Card". Your editor interviews George Hersee, designer of
Test Card F. Lots of old test cards included. 625 lines, VHS only. Recorded on
E~180, so you can put other material on the tape. £6 including postage.

~(2). Audlo cassette (90 minutes) of TV idents of the 1950s, 60s and 70s. Lots of
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defunct statlons, starting with G9AED. Reference TVI.

{3) Ditto (60 minutes on C-90 tape), more recent (but still obsolete) material.
* Reference TVZ2. These audio recordings are put ontoc tapes of quality brand. Price
§5 inclusive of tape; post and packing. Money back if not satisfled but I've had
no complaints! Allow 14 days for delivery. Andy Emmerson, 71 Falcutt Way,
NorthHampton, NN2 8PH. ' : '

* FOR SALE: Valves for your 405 line TV (and other equipment) can be obtained
 from Kenzen, Unit 9, 16—-20 George Street, Balsall Heath, BIRMINGHAM B12 9RG.
Send SAE for quotation by return or telephone 021-446 4346 or fax {(new

‘number — please note) 021-446 4245. Many thousands of new, boxed valves at.
unbeatable prices. We can also supply components, e.g. 'spot—tip-body' colour .
coded resistors, wirewound resistors, dfoppers, EHT capacitors, etc. etc. ‘Send for
our latest 26 page catalogue of goodies - only §1 plus A4 size SAE with 32p
stamp -please. Interesting items available now include: ex-IBA UHF television
transmitter (parts of), about 1/2 tonne of ex-BBC.video and audio ‘equlpment.
(mostly 19" rack mounting) and lots of 19" video monitors. Callers welcome but
please telephone the warehouse first.(T) : ' '

* FOR SALE: Printed circuit board for David Looser's design of Band I modulator.
" Size 160 x 100 mm, undrilled. &5 including post and packing. Dave Boynes, 12
The Garth, Winlaton, Blaydon, NE21 6DD. Tel: 091-414 4751.

~* FOR SALE/SWAP: a Cosseor model 1320 TV pattern and alignment generator
(Band I plus Band III converter). Looks OK but not tested, £5. Andy Emmerson,
71 Falcutt Way, Northampton, NN2 8PH. ' : : '

* FOR SALE: Capacitors, 85uF (50V) 9p. each; 0.0033uF (8kV) Sﬁ' each; 0.00tuF
(3kV)- 7p each. Post & packing 20p up to 40 off.” R.E. Tucker, Foxhall Cottage,
Caston, Attleborough, Norfolk, NR17 1BL. , ' o

* FOR SALE: This firm has ('or at lcast had) Pye Lynx cameras without lenses
for £20. Condition not brilliant, as recovered. Video Computer Systems, Coalville
810962 day, Coalville 32088 cvenings. ' C

'* FOR SALE: TVs as per list plus abundance of old.components, test equipment,
etc. HMV 2813, Ultra V1453, Marconi VT150, Defiant 177, Pye CTM17, Ferguson
3658, Ferguson 306, Philips 19TG, Invicta 537, three Murphy V240, Murphy V879,
Sobell T196DST, Sobell 1005DST, GEC BT302, Granada G19/6, Bush TV76, Bush
TV22 (less back), Philips 1747U {a lovely console apparently in working order -
someone somewhere would love this -one!). Michael Beckley, Albury (Herts.) 0279
74—-392.

* WANTED (I'm perpetually hopeful!): Loop type set—top aerial made by Belllng-
Lee for VHF reception — this had a walnut bakelite base. Odhams Television
Annuals of the 50s.and 60s. CCTV cameras and sales literature. Sony CV2000
video recorder. Diode—matrix callsign generator. .Old C-mount lenses for TV
camera, also 2" x 2" slides of test cards and captions tc borrow and copy or
buy. Andy Emmerson, 71 Falcutt Way, Northampton, NN2 8PH (tel: 0804 -
844130). , S , , ,

+ WANTED: Does anybody know where I may obtain a replacement CRT for- the
Sony TV9-90UB 9" dual-standard TV. Tube type is 230DB4. Would prefer a new -
one if possible. Also wanted: does anyone have any spares for the Philips
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LDL1000 series reel-to-reel VTR, which they ﬁtant to'rdlspose of? Ma_rti_’n_Loach,
Oxford 0865-735821. o , , ]

~ * WANTED: Pye broadcast eqmpment 'the mauve. and light blue valve type What
have you? M. Bond, 0733~ 53998 ' , _

* WAN'I‘ED: any old televxsmn magazines and books, wartime or pre-war rRadjo__
Times for the archives. Douglas Byrne G3KPO, Hon. Curator, The Wireless
Museum, Arreton Manor, Newport, Isle of Wight. Tele. 0983-—67665.

* WANTED: any recordings of Test Card ol mu51c {(1950s until mid-1964). Keith
Hamer, 7 Epping Close, Derby, DE3 4HR. :

* WANTED: old camera tubes and other imaging devices sought for the BATC's
collection. Also data sheets or technical articles relating to same (can photocopy
and’ retum within a few days If preferred). Also seeking an Orthicon to fill a
gap in our historic collection. Peter Delaney, 6 East View Close, Wargrave,
Berks., RG10 8BJ (tel: Wargra\e 0735 22 3121).

* WANTED I could do w1th a LOPTX and Imearity control for a Bush TV22
Malcolm, 0621-856871.

* WANTED: Bush 'I‘V22 to Ioire and cherish, or table model of éimilar era. Must
be reasonably priced, as I am not made Qf money! Pat Hildred, 01- 452 9087.

* WANTED: ditto. T. Rice, 89 Whipperly Way, Luton, Be’ds.’, LU1 5LD. 0582—414-483.1

* WANTED: 12" CRT type Emlscope 3/18 or Mullard 31/186. Norman Newboult on
Cambridge 0223 - 53983. .

* WANTED: Test Card C, either as a card cr as a transparency. Also sight of the
service manual for the HMV 905 7" TV-cum-radio of 1938. David Looser, Maris—
tow, Holbrook Road, Ipsw1ch IP9 1BP. Tel. 0473-644589 (day) 0473-328649

(evenmgs) ; o

. WAN‘TED Any recordings of BBC test card music ta.ken from the 1950s, 60s and
early 70s - in particular cheerful light music that preceeded the childrens'
programmes. Could reciproecate with other light music. FOR SALE: RGD model
6012T table TV - manufactured in 1952 - fixed tuned to old Crystal Palace
-transmitter. Would need new round tube plus valves, ete. — attractive case. ‘£20
o.n.o. Paul Bulley, Sussex Lodge, Upper St. John's Road, Burgess Hill, Sussex,
RH15 8HB. Tele: B. Hill 232516. : : : ' '

* WANTED: Circuit diagram and/or secrvicing information on Philips TVT/5M dual
standard solid state crosshatch generator. Geoff Turner, 111 West Malvern Road,
Malvern, Wores., WR14 4NG 0886- 39453

- * WANTED: Practical Television lndex to volumes 1 and 28. I also require some
\ back numbers in the last 10 years. Martin Loach, Oxford 0865-735821.

* WANTED: Bush TVv22 in any .condition, also interested in any other bakelite
TVs. Good prices pald! Stephen Maltland, 12 Church Walk, Kinghorn, Fife, KY3
9TP. Tel: 05%32-890235. : : o .

* WANTED: Independent Television trade test music lists for the following
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pericds: (i) Jan - Jun 1958, (ii) Jan - Jun 1959, (iii} Jul - Dec 1959. Bob
‘Jones, 215 Longheath Gardens, Croydon, Surrey, CRO 7TR. Tele: 01-656 3887. All
 costs will be reimbursed. [If you get any response, PLEASE let us know, Bob.
Many readers would also like to see this info!)

* WANTED: The Quatermass Experiment and Quatermass II by Nigel Kneale in
Penguin paperback form. Dicky Howett, Chelmsford 0245 - 441811.

* WANTED: Any 405 line TV equipment, especially 405 line video camera, etc.,
sets and any other vintage electrical equipment from pattern generators to
condensers fur a personal collection. Please contact Peter Matthews on
Colchester (0208) 766543. o '

* WANTED: To buy or copy, all costs reimbursed. Original Bush TV service
manuals for TPO1583, TP1421!, TP1431, TP1380, TP1396, TP1375 and TP1473
(TV103 to TV118 series);. Pye model LV30 original manual and Murphy ‘'Astra’
serles UHF/625 converter kits original service data. I already have a circuit
- diagram for the latter. I am also still looking for a Murphy ‘'Astra’ series TV +
Radio/625 convertible, model V789 or V783. Dave Hazell, ¢993-771373.

* EXCHANGE: various 405 line recordlngs on VHS tape or Sony CVZOOO format for
others. Andy Emmerson 71 Falcutt Way, Northampton, NN2 8PH.

-* EXCHANGE: Bush TV24 (wood case 12" screen model), absolutely intact, ocne
owner. Want pre—war HMV or EMI radios, paperwork or consider cash sale (offers
£30 plus). Andrew Dento,., ‘41 The Grove, Norton, Malton, Yorks., YO17 9BW.
0653~ 694804 : :

* EXCHANGE: I have 29 copies of Tefewsmn January 1968 - July 1970 (w1th
1968 complete) to swap for Television Sept 1984 - April 1985 inclusive.
WANTED: pre-war EMI/Murphy/Cltra/Ekco TV, prefer table model Alistair Jones,
_tel (work) 0743-232391..

* EXCHANGE: Having Just bought more boxes full of old magazines I now have
loads of Practical Televisions to dispose of {for the years between 1950 and -
1960.) It's worth sending me your wants lists {plus a SAE please); I can sell you
these mags at 25p each (plus post) or, preferably, swap them for issues I am
missing. Act now, while I still have them! In the meantime I am looking for PT
‘April,” November 1950; March, April, November '1956; July and September-
Decemnber 1961; February 1962; March 1965. Andy Emmerson, 71 Falcutt Way,
Northampton, NN2 8PH. o _

* HELP! I am desperately in search of mains drive belts for
Ferguson/Marconiphone reel-to-reel recorders. I just cannot obtain them
anywhere. The specific model is 3247/4247 and part number 08C8-110001.
Perhaps someone out there has some spares — if they could drop me a line I
would be grateful. Paul Pearson 10 Osborne Road, Hartshill, Stoke- On— Trent ST4.
7PF.

* CALLING ALL DXers! Keep up to date with Teleradio News, the only magazine
for dedicated enthusiasts. Six lssues a year cost you Just £6 post paid,. so send
“your name and address with a cheque made out to HS PUBLICATIONS, 7 Epping
Close, Derby, DE3 4HR

ot HELP'OFFERED: I know of places where very old televisions do turn up in
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various conditions. If other members are seekmg a set glve me a r1ng Paul'
Thorpe, 0922-645683. ,

* RECOMMENDED SHOP: J. & N. Bull EleCtrical 250 Portland Road, Hove, Sussex
" has old TV servicing equipment from time to time, also obsolete and spare parts:
at reasonable prlces - i\lbert Pritchard.

* MOMI - THE WORLD'S MOST EXCITING CINEMA AND TELEVISION MUSEUM. South
Bank, London SE1. Tel 01-928 3535.

GOOCD HOMES WANTED!

, The followmg items have been offered free of charge or almost free by
their generous owners, though they will doubtless accept small donatmns if you
“are pleased with what you get! In each case the advertiser has agreed to hold
the items for one month from publication - after then it's the corporation
rubbish dump. You have been warned!

* I have a Pye 9" model LV30 which I want to dispose of. This was originally in -
~the tall cabinet but I cut off the top and replaced the loudspeaker in the side.
I' have been very interested in TV in the past, in fact I built my first model in
1953 :to watch the Queen's celebration and I have a couple of pictures: of the
set — but these days I just watch the television. A.E. Wilson, 115 The Keep,
Portchester, Fareham, Hants., PO16 9PR.. (Cosham 378195). '

* I still ,have the Pye Trio as mentioned by Malcolm Burrell in the last issue.
Also a Bush TV66. Both in working order and very good cabinets. Also Philips
Style 70 19" dual standard. All for sale at £5 each as space needed. Bruce
Adams, 53 Red Leasowes Road, Hasbury, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 4SE. 021~-
550 0019. )

NEWSLETTER coNTR1BUT;oNs

We want to hear from YOU* This is your newsletter, so. please send in your
letters, notes and articles; don't be bashful, other people will be interested in
what you're doing! If at all possible, please TYPE your contributions using a
- black ribbon. I don't have a lot of time to spend retyping and editing: T'd
much rather print stuff exactly as it comes inf ' /

Contrlbutions on computer disk are partlcularly welcome and your disk will be
returned. 1 can handle most variations of IBM PC, Amstrad and CP/M disks In 3",
3.5" and 5.25" size but please process your words as an ASCII or WordStar file. I
cannot handle BBC or Macintosh disks and if in doubt please ring first on
0604-844130. Thanks. . ' :
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THE BACK PAGE

* 405 Allve is the newsletter of the 405 Line Group, an 1ndependent informal
non- profit making group devoted to the study and preservation of old television
'technology, It is sent to subscribers without further charge and thus has no
cover price. This publication is not subsidised by any other organisation. Publi-
~cation is at approximately three month intervals, in January, April, July and -
October. : -

* Editorial correspondence should be sent to Andrew Emmerson, 71 Falcutt Way,
Northampton, NN2 8PH. (All letters are gratefully received and will be acknowl-
edged in the next Newsletter if not sconer. If you are expecting a reply you
must include- a stamped addressed envelope and your telephone number -
' thanks} .

ol Advertising rates. Classified: free to subscr:bers Display. uslng your artwork
£5 per half page.

* Copyright (c),1989 by Andrew Emmerson for the 405 Line Group. E&OE. Whilst

‘every care is taken in the production of this newsletter; the editor and the
Group accept no legalrresponsibiitty for the advice, data and opinions expressed.
No guarantee of accuracy is implied or given for the material herein. The con-

- tents of the newsletter are covered by Lopynght Partlal reproduction is allowed
SO 1ong as the source is quoted. :

* Allied interest groups. For details of the BRITISH VINTAGE WIRELESS SOCIETY
send SAE to Gerald Wells, Vintage Wireless Museum, 23 Rosendale Road, London,
SE21. To join the BRITISH AMATEUR TELEVISION CLUB send SAE toc Dave Lawton
GOANO, Grenehurst, Pinewood Road High Wycombe, Bucks., HP12 4DD.

* COther specia‘ist publicatlons of 1nterest RADIO BYGONES 8a Corfe View Road,
- Corfe Mullen, Wimborne Dorset, BH21 3LZ. TELERADIO NEWS, 7 Epping Close,
' Derby, DE3. 4HR. Send SAE for detalls.’

WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR OWN COPY OF #OS-ALIVE?
Perhaps you. are reading a friend S copy — now you can't wait to receive
your own copy four times a year. This is what you do .

You send me a cheque for 58 (made out to AN. EMMERSON) which will pay for
a year's Issues (four). The address s 71 Falcutt Way, Northampton, NNZ 8PH.
405 Alive is a purely non profit making orgamsation by the way.
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