THE FIRST
50 YEARS OF

TELEVISION

Every viewer in the country — and
many thousands abroad — bathed in
a sea of nostalgia as British

| toelovicion wocolobrates itc Ffiret 50

glorious years,

OINING IN the celabranons were the BBC
Independent Television, Philips Elec
tronics and many other industry organis-
ations.

Tho actual anniveorsary ol on Mevoembor 3,
1988, but by October 31 the public and the
professionals had already enjoved special
programmes and live' shows in London and
Bradlord. Some of these events continue.

i Atbothlocations, Philips Electronics made
major contmbutions

The London show 15 ‘The Golden Box,' a
spectacular 70-minute history of television
presented ona 72-screen Philips Vidiwall and
i |2-feet Eidophor screen. The Vidiwall is fed
by nine computer-controlled Philips
LaserVision players whose discs weare
magterad by Philips Blackbum.

Under the auspices of the Royal Television
society, "The Golden Box’ is being shown in
a specially built video thedtre at the Common
woalth Instituto in Honoington

More in Yorkshire
While the crowds were gathenng in Een
| singron for the first public showing of "The

Golden Box,” CHll Michelmeore boarded a
special train to Bradford for the opening of two
new permanent exhibitions — ‘The story of
British television' and 'Televigion behind the
screen’ — at the National Museum of Photo-
graphy, Film and Television

On the train with him were retired and
present-day engineers, producers, preseniers
and performers of all kinds from the BBC and
Independent Television: — people like Cecil
Madden, Tony Bndgewater, Enc Crozier,

il Sidonie Goosens, Adetaide Hall, Margaretta

| Boott, Wendy Toye, Bill Ward, Valosic Bingle
ton, Robert Lloyd, Robert Dougal, Alistair

From the train, Cliff Michelmore hastened to
4 the Imax theatre in the Bradford museum
| where he welcomed the guests and invited
i Lord Thomson, chairman of the IBA, and Lady
i Parkes, a govemnor of the BBC, to perform the
Openng ceremaony.

Thanks to Philips
| Dr Meil Cossons, director of the Science

Museum in South Kensington (of which the
Bradford museum is a part) thanked the BEC,
the IBA and Philips Electronics for their major
contributions to the Bradford displays.

After vewing another big screen sensation,
the Imase /O meurman / Anaglyeh 1D Gl We are
bom of stars’ the visitors had lunch and toured
the galleries.
d FPhilips’' contribution to these displays

mcluded the restoration of historical receaivers,
the supply of interactive LaserVision players
and other equipment for a flully-equipped TV
studio, and the book: "Television: the first 50
years,” of which Gordon Bussey is joint author.

#| Stewart, Michael Fish

|
k: j The two gallenes occupy completely rebult
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floors. On the fAirst floor, room sets feature

stages in the development of TV, Many of the

historic receivers — now in full working order
show programmes of the iime.

Onthe ground fleor thers 1o an ulia modamm
television studio with settings for different
tyvpes of programmes and a control gallery
simulated (o be fully operational.

More than 20 professional LaserVision
players together with video equipment and
cameras were supplied by Philips for this
display, in which visitors can take an active parnt

comparing their efforts at direction and
coniral with a professional version, again
sourced by a video disc player

Visitors can also test thewr skills az news-
readers by choosing introductions stored on
videodise, And for those with a sense of
adventure there is a chroma key demonstration
fcatuning o magis carpet on which viaitora adt
and select from a wvideodisc a - preferred
joumey through which they can ‘fiy’

Visitor participation is in fact the core of the
exhibition and will be taken a step further when
the first Domesday project system isinstalled

This will be the Arst public appearance of the
BEC Advanced Interactive Video System
featuning the new LV/REOM (LaserVision Read
Only Memory) plaver developed by Philips
Electronics.

John Q Neill icentre). Philips Consumer Electronics managing direcior, exchanges.a greeting with Bradford's
town crier. On John's feft are Gordon Bussey and fohn Coupé

| ‘Thars iz little kmowladoe among
' the general public of the

staggering advances in
programming and technology that
| have taken place in the short span
[ of 50 years.’

i
| Paul Fox commenting on the decision fo

! prrrdien "The Cialden Roy
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Paul Fox, ]:'r."f:.'!]n:.llr"ﬂ.' af the Koyal Television Sociely
and manraging director of Yorkshire Tedevigion, was
host and speaker al the erening reception and
performance of “The Colden Box'
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Producer Bob Auger(lelt), producer/director/ writer Stefan Sangent and the Philips Vidiwall. Bob is holding
one of the 10 LaserVision discs mastered by Phlips Siackbarn

DID YOU KNOW?. . .

PHILIPS was one of the nine manulacturers
showing television receivers at Radiolympia
in 1936 — the very show that hastened the
launch of BBC ielevision from Alexandra
Palace. Now a brand leader, Philips is still the
industry's innovator parexcellence —its eyes
fixed not on the past. but an the nesxt B0 vears
of technological development.

b

PHILIPS has been in Britain for more than sixty
years. With the launch of public service tele-
vision, Philips became a leading supplier of
cathode ray tubes and valves through its
Mullard subsidiary. Later, such famous names
as Pya, Elkas, Stella, Pam and Inviets warse te
join the Philips organisation,

Owver the years, Philips companies have
made many more contributions to the
advancement of television including the
Plumbicon tube which greatly enhanced the
sensitivity of TV cameras and, more recently,
farter squarer tubes for better viewing. Its latest
offering is very large screen TV —the 37-inch
Superscreen with pin-sharp colour picture.

In the future, it will be producing integrated
circuits that will be at the heart of a new
generaton of computer-controlled receivers
The sets will be equipped with picture
mamory, multi-image freeze frame and zoom
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facilities. Fatd
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SOME PEOPLE get all the luck. Gordon
Bussey, much in demand for interviews about
the Philips bock "Television: the first 50 years'
found himself on TV AM with the gorgeous
Anneka Rice of 'Treasure Hunt’ fame. Anneka
and her helicopter appear in the book which
she showed to the TV AM camera — good
publicity for Philips Electronics.

The buwk hixs alau ‘aprpreas el i iadio, and
Gorden has given numerous interviews to
trade and technical journalists. (See other

pages).
15,
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EVEN TELEVISION could not survive long
without words, and Bradford remembered one

of the fnest wordsmiths of our time: 7 R
Priestley. As TV veterans made their way from

London to Yorkshire for their special day at the
National Museum of Photography, Film and
Television, | B Priestley's widow Jacquetta
Hawkes unveiled a nine-feet bronze statue in
his memory. It stands in the forecourt of the
museum. Novelist, playwright and consum
mate hroadcaster. Priestley is one of Bradford's

most famous sons. S
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AT A STAR-STUDDED ‘Golden Ball®
London's Grosvenor House, the Royal
Televigion Society made awards to
representatives of the five original television
companies and 15 of the individuals who were
al Alcxanhia Palave G0 years ago.

Paul Fox, president of the RTS, alsc
presented a unigue commemorative plague to
Philips Electronics, in recognition of the
company's contribution to the society's
‘Golden Box' spectacular.

(NOW SEE AND HEAR H
GOLDEN BOX ON PHILIF

THE WONDER of television was affectingly
captured in those words from a song that Adele
Dixon sang in the first television broadcast in
Britain

Adele's charming performance, broadcast
50 years ago from Alexandra Palace, can be
viewed again in 'The Golden Box.” And no-one
who sees her is likely to forget her re-
appearance, with many other historic people
and places — courtesy of the newest magic of
all: Mhilipa’ computer contrellcd, Lascrdiac
spurced, multi-screen medium, the Vidiwall

‘Golden Box' producer Bob Auger and pro
ducer/director/writer Stefan Sargent explait
the full capabilines of the T2-screen Vidiwall
and central Eidophor screento tell a story that
ranges from John Logie Baird's tiny studio in
Covent Garden to the global and even extra
terTesiial coverage that we take for granted
today.

Thousands of hours of archive matenal trom

E ‘Since the first transmission from
! Alexandra Palace, British
| television has gained a position of
| incalcnlable significance in the life |
and culture of the nation, and has |
| eamned respect the world over for |
its technology and programmes. |
The story of this great i
achievement deserves public
celebration, and the show we are
producing ("The Golden Box') will
be a unigque and exciting
experience for people of all ages.’

John Gau, chairman of the Royal Television
Society and joint executive producer of The |
| Galden Bax.” i

Cecil Madden (second from ]'-.‘:HJ. Fhe Brst PTCITETITE:
organiser and senior prodocer af Alexandra Palace
iz still remembered with affection for the
cpporfunities he gave lo many of today's star
performers. He is seen with (I lo r) Alistair Stewar
Valerie Singlelon and Rober Dougal, v




rays is all about us in the blue

R SING [T AGAIN IN THE
' T2-SCREEN VIDIWALL)

130 film and television libranes were com-
pressed into a T minute programme Coverng
technical development, production, the
growthof the networks and the Bntish success
story — for British it is.

ADCLE DINOM LAUMCHING BAITIEH TELEVIETOM IM

F'u::f production of the 'Box' took over 200
urs and over 300 ‘edits’ — links between
ﬁemﬁ from 752 programmes, commercials,
stills and clips as well as specially-shot footage.,
The final edited material was mastered on
LaserVision discs at Philips Blackbum
Az it is said in the handsome souvenir pro-
gramme of 'The Golden Box," a Vidiwall

a3z

presentation s almost a live event.” That 15 a
simpile statement of fact, You have to see itto
believe i
The Vidiwall project
lanning teams were: UK — Jimmy Dunkley,

marnagemeant

on Schenck, Bob Auger, Alan Cox, Holland

Jan Geensen, Peter Van Raay, Frans Kox and
Henck Van Mierio

and §

Commentary box

A SPECIAL mention for Mullard's display at
Bradlord which iz dominated by an exploded
model of their latest Siom 455X famer SCuaTer
tube. There is a commentary by Vim Sapens
of Philips Eindhoven and Ken Coxon of Mullard
Durham whare the ubes are made

The choice of Ken was very easy’ sawd Eeith
Geddes, |;' wrator for telecommunications at the
SCience Musewm In LOnNAon and Wpoinn author
with Gordon Bussey of 'Television: the first 50
YEArs,

‘Ken’s 22 years in the industry, his thorough
knowledge of TV tube manufacture and his
Durham accent made him ideal for the job.’

Mullard 45AX faner squarer iubes came on
stream during 1986, They provide a bigger
pirture araa with a hatter wewning angle, fowrar
distortions and less reflection.

The Mullard exhibit at Bradford is based on
3 SiTH anl ¥ - AR
:ﬁlaﬁaﬁ1?:£§;1%fﬁﬁh?$éacmw s g;:dfo?;on (Fght} ami David Page of Mullard Durham listen fo Ken's “vorce over” for Mullard's display at

# Mol Cunniffe, sales and marketng managers, Philips
interactive Media Systems (left) with Gordon Ralph
managing director, TVL Communicalions {centra)
and Bichard Craws, sales ditctor, Modiatech,

Jjust Veenekiaas (Telt] mansging director of Philips
UK Consumer Divizions, and Jimmy  Dunkley,
divisional director of Philips Inferactive Media
Systems, with TV star Barbara Kelly. immy headed
the ‘Golden Box' Vidiwall project management and
.r).'.'fnru.nr; feam rhr_: FK.

A L'J‘.'L"‘:’J'.l' greeling - Al K.‘fil;:, Coross  fpoar CHET
Michelmaore for Gordon Bussey. On the et Is an sven
cheerier John Coupé. And this was before the
champagne was poured!
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Reels on wheels

BRITISH RAIL's
Bradiord offered en route entertainment, ‘up’
and 'down.’

In a cinema coach they showed a com
pilation of Pathé newsreels covering notabie

‘special’ from London 1o

events in 1938 and 1839 including [
Chamberlain's return from Munich, the Spanish B ;
Civil War, and a hero's reception for the it
cricketer Len Hutton in his home town of
Pudsey.

The main feature was “This is the BEC. the
1958 classic documentary by Richard Cawston
portrayving a day in the life of the corporation
Engineers, planners, producers, artists,
musicians — a ‘vast' wl 15800 — euw all scen ol
work

Back in 1936 the old LNER, which became
part of Brtish Rail, ran a 'Talkie film car' in
which programmes included Pathé Gazeite,
Pathétone Weekly and Pathé Pictorial. The
Gazette covered news: the other programmes
offered picture stones and light entertainment.

The "Tallde film car’ was in recular service
berween London and Leeds,
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The celebrations in focus. . .
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