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Quarter page advertisements cost 245, Hall page: £90 and full page: £180. Cheques made payable to ’BVWS’ please

The Vintage Wireless Museum
23 Rosendale Road, West Dulwich London SE2| BDS

Telephone 0|8| 670 3667

Proprietor: Gerald Wells. Please make appointments beforehand

K SA VOY HILL
P UBLICA TIONS
Vintage SerVice Data
Military & Communications, Valve HiFi &

Audio, Valve Manuals," Vintage Wholesaler
Catalogues, Test Eguipment, Radio &

Television Receivers, Juke Box & Cinema
Audio Ampliýers, BBC, Electrical, Fans,

Transistor, Telephone, Electric Fires,
Domestic Equipment & Art Deco Lighting.

For quotation, brochure & sample copy of
Antique Wireless Newsheet contact: :-

Savoy Hill Publications, 50 Madden St,
Bideford, The Little White Town, North

Devon, EX39 2E0.

Tel: 01237 - 424280
Fax: 01237 - 424280

E. Mail :- tudor.gwilliam-rees@virgin.net

ygones
The leading vintage wireless magazine
INCLUDING IN THE AUG/SEP ’97 ISSUE
- A Lafayette HE-30 receiver revived
. The Grimeton dinosaur —

the last Alexanderson alternator
- A mini~history of Japanese transistor radios
- An Ekco of a golden age —- the P8289
- Photography for collectors

PLUS ALL THE REGULAR FEATURES
0 News and events in the world of vintage wireless
- ‘Can you help?’ — readers’ queries and pleas for

assistance
. ‘Feedback’ — readers’ letters
- RB Bookshelf -— mail-order book service
- Readers’ adverts -— the ones that work!

Annual subscription (6 issues) £18.50 in the UK
' £19.50 to Europe

£23.75 the rest of the world, by airmail
Or send £3.25 or a US$5 Bill for a sample copyr

Please make all cheques payable to G C Arnold Partners

G C Arnold Partners (39), 9 Wetherby Close, Broadstone,
Dorset BH18 8J3, England. TelephonelFAX: 01202 658474

Website:-
K http://frmpm.vlrgIo.ut/torlor.gvrlIlium-rm /

r— National Vintage Communications Fair '1

.0 NBC 0 Hall 11
(note change of hall) 35")

BIGGER HALL - BETTER FACILITIES ' SAME GREAT SHOW!
STALLS still only £35. Why not book this year?

Sun. October 26th ’97
10.303m - 4pm 0 £5 (Under-14s FREE)

- Early Trade Entry at 8am £15 -

VINTAGE RADIOS - 19205 VALVE RECEIVERS
CRYSTAL SETS - HORN LOUDSPEAKERS

EARLY TRANSISTORS - VALVES & COMPONENTS
VINTAGE HI-Fl/CLASSIC AUDIO - EARLY TVs

TELEPHONES - GRAMOPHONES - RECORDINGS
SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS

BOOKS, MAGS, EPHEMERA etc. etc.
and thousands at other

ELECTRICAL & MECHANICAL ANTIQUES
and COLLECTABLES

Al l  enquiries to: NVCF, Spice House, 13 Belmont Road,
Exeter, Devon EX1  ZHF. Telephone: (01392)  411565.

NVCF sponsors and supports the
Br i t i sh  Wireless For The B l i nd  Fund and the Br i t ish  Vintage Wireless Society



.w
q

,l
rl

- 
*1

!“
 

4‘

Bulletin of the British Vintage
Wireless Society
Volume 22 No.3 Autumn 1997

Copyright: No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmit-
ted in any form or by any means without the prior
per-mission of the publishers, The British Vintage
Wireless Society. Copyright may also be the
property of contributors.
@1997 British Vintage Wireless Society

Separations by Cutting Edge
Printed by Apollo

Honorary Members:
Gordon Bussey | Dr A.Ft. Constable
Keith Geddes OBE | Ray Herbert
David Read | Gerald Wells

Front Cover: Alba Ct 12.
Rear : Murphy A42V.

Front cover photography by Carl Glover
Rear cover photography by Mike Barker
Graphic Design by Carl Glover

Contents
Alba Ct 12
Advertisements
From the Chair, News
Ekco’s true colours
Gerry Wells’ garden party,
Harpenden swapmeet

9 A pilgrimage to Prittleweli Priory
10 Condensed Classic
11 News '
12 Alba’s baby
17 New mystery object
18 The Fladionette Kurér
19 A postscript to a Marconi mystery
20 Wireless & the

advertising postcard
26 The ýrst Murphy television receiver
35 AJS receivers
36 The Weconomy H.F.

Ampliýer detector
The Reel thing
Baird ’s Stereoscopic colour
television in 1941

40 letters
2 Loudspeakers

Sinclair micro radios mini-history
BVWS minutes, letters
Back issues, advertisements
News, advertisements

7 advertisements
(Bear Cover) Murphy A42V

e
n

s
u

re
-s

e
a

te
r 

82
3

gh
-

From the  chair

It is so hot in my room that I am sure that if I were
writing this with an old fashioned fountain pen not
ink but a trail of black steam would be issuing
from the nib. As it is, I am using the trusty word
processor. Let the electron take the strain! This
may be a hot and sleepy time of year but
business at the BVWS continues unabated. With
regret I have to report two resignation both
due to pressure of work. Terry Martini felt
that he was unable to carry on the
dual role of Minutes Secretary and
Information Ofýcer. I have written
to Terry on your behalf to thank
him for his past work on behalf of
the Society. Mike Barker felt that
owing to increased responsibili-
ties at Plesseys he could no
longer keep up his post of
Membership Secretary. This was a
particular grievous loss to the
Committee not least because he put in
place as soon as he took up office a highly
efýcient computer routine to deal with the minuti-
ae of membership applications. I am pleased that
he has agreed to stay on the Committee so that
we shall not lose his good council. It is with a
sense of relief that I can report that Pam Zimmer
has offered to take over as Membership
Secretary with immediate effect, and that her
husband Andrew Zimmer has been co-opted

onto the Committee and has agreed to take over
Pam’s previous role of Events Coordinator. So we
now have an extremely powerful husband and
wife team on the Committee. Mike Barker has
agreed to pass on his computer skills to the new
team. Pat Leggatt has agreed to continue to take
the Minutes and he will also complete the

Membership List which was begun by Mike
Barker. So all is well that ends well.

Of more concern is what is happen-
ing to our interest in the world at
large. It is still unclear what the
future holds for the. Marconi
Collection. We also now have to
face the closure of the BT
Museum (to save as Andrew
Emmerson wrote in Electronics

World 16 minutes worth of their
annual profit). And what will happen

to the BBC’s collection (although
some of this will no doubt be displayed in

their £5 million Visitors’ Centre), the material at
Bletchley Park (Colossus and other) and the EMI
treasures (now touring as ‘Music 100’)? It really is
high time that this country establishes a National
Museum of Information Technology.

Willem Hackmann

Bonus pages shock
Some of you may notice that this issue of the
Bulletin weighs more than the normal issue. this
is primarily due to the fact that the magazine (for
this issue at least) has gained an extra eight
pages. These pages are paid for by the three

pages or so of advertising that the Bulletin now
carries. if anybody wishes to advertise through
the BVWS Bulletin please contact the Editor and
he will arrange a space. This is probably the only
way that we will ever get see a ýfty four page '
issue of our humble magazine.

Full page adverts cost £180, half page £90 and
quarter page adverts £45.

Mike Barker no longer
Membership Secretary
Dear Friends,

After much deliberation, l have decided to
resign my position of Membership Secretary of
the BVWS. This is mainly due to the enormous
pressure of my work. I have held on as long as
possible and the Committee have tried to make
the burden of piles of post and many daily phone
calls as easy as possible by taking on some of
the tasks that I was once able to do in good time,
and have recently been unable to give the
attention they deserve.

I have found the position very rewarding with
my introduction of new membership forms, differ-
ent membership options, setting up the sale of
Bulletin back numbers and making sure that the
BVWS has a presence at all the radio events and
in the various radio publications. I am conýdent

Corporation, 33 Rangers Square, London 8610

that the Society membership will continue to
grow, as it has since I took up the position of
Membership Secretary. l have been asked to
remain on the Committee, and this I am happy to
do for the foreseeable future. I will of course help
out at all the events that I am able to attend, and
will I hope still be of value to the membership as
an ordinary Committee member, as there are still
many things to do that I will be able to offer help
and support with. I must however hand over all
current responsibilities for memberships etc.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
you all for your patience and understanding
during the busy times I have experienced, and
would like to express my absolute confidence in
my successor, Pam Zimmer, knowing that your
memberships will be in safe hands!

Pam is well known to many of you and has
volunteered to take up the role of Membership
Secretary with great enthusiasm.

Mike Barker

Membership Secretary/Membership applica-BVWS Committee
Chairman: Willem Hackmann, Sycamore House,
the Playing Close, Charlbury, Oxon, 0X7 30F
Tel: 01608 811110 ,  01865  277282 (work), email:
willem.hackmann@histsci.ox.ac.uk
Bulletin Editor: Cari Glover, c/o Fiunciter

8HR (to whom all editorial enquiries should be
addressed) Tel I Fax: 0181 469 2904
Treasurer: David Reed, 25 Temple Fortune Hill,
London, NW11 7XL Tel: 0181 455 9523
Events Co-ordlnator: Andrew Zimmer, 17
Newhache Dormansland. Surrey RH7 6PX
Tel: 01342 834363 .

tione: Pam Zimmer, 17 Newhache Dormansland,
Surrey RH7 6PX Tel: 01342 834363
Newsletter Editor: Ian Higginbottom,
5 Templewood, Ealing, London W13 88A
Tel / Fax: 01819984594
Ordinary Members: Mike Barker, Pat Leggatt.
Guy Peskett, ' '



Ekco’s t rue coolurs
‘Four remarkable receivers to bring you large profits in the coming year!
Power and purity in the incomparable setting of a Chermayeff cabinet.’

Evidently Ekco were impressed by this set. For some reason wireless
collectors don’t seem to be. Perhaps I can change your mind.

A quick check through the Ekco programme for 1936/37 identifies the
A077 as being one of a range of receivers available in a ‘magnificent
moulded cabinet’. Most long-term collectors will have seen it before,
and some may even remember it being new. Usually, the cabinet came
in brown bakelite or black with ivory knobs and is today hard to find in
perfect condition. It is, in my opinion, a seriously underrated wireless.

What makes this example of special interest
is that it is one of the few coloured pre-war
cabinets that saw anything even approaching
commercial manufacture and was
assembled and marketed in Belgium.
Although it is not a creation of Victor Horta it
does boast an architect-designed pedigree.
The Ekco catalogue proclaims proudly:
‘Magnificent moulded cabinets - in walnut or
black and ivory. New design by famous
architect Serge Chermayeff’

"So what?" I hear you snort.
Serge Chermayeff was a key ýgure in the

modern movement in Britain. He worked with
Eric Mendelson on the plans for various public
buildings and was a friend and neighbour of
Walter Gropius, the former head of the

1; 1 “  
9" “  J
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Bauhaus design school. Chermayeff’s most
famous creations for Ekco were the AC 74 and
the A0 86 (the ‘Dougal’ set). He was also the

, ýrst architect/designer to receive a commis-
sion from Ekco and his success was such that
the futuristic AC 74 managed to sell 120,000
units in 1933 and 34, which was no mean feat
for a wireless that looked as though it had
escaped from Dr. Zarkov’s laboratory.

Ekco were clearly delighted and had him
design further sets including the AC 77. As a
radio it is of reasonable specification. A seven
stage superhet with bandpass input to
pentode first detector; triode oscillator;
transformer coupling to pentode l.F. amplifier,
automatic volume control .on two valves from
double diode, which also acts as a second

4

by Robert Cheaters

beloshe Ekco stand at the British Industries Fair
circa 1937/38. From left to right the sets featured are:

A085, AD65 (both 1934), AD38, UAW78 (or BAW78,
BV78- 1937), A097 (1936), a Radio Rentals cabinet
of 1935), A077 (or A077, 867, BV67, AW87), A037

(1936), AD36, A086 (both 1935)
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detector, feeding high slope output pentode. It
also offered image rejection and a continu-
ously variable tone control - all of which makes
breathtaking reading in the 1936 catalogue.

Personally, I don't altogether know what all
that amounts to, apart from sounding good to
the prospective Ekco agent, who would no
doubt regurgitate the more impressive (less
understandable) details to a customer who
had innocently enquired about the striking
looking wireless in the window. Which brings
me back to the point of my story.

From a design point of view, this set was
quite a development, Ekco had for some time
referred to their table models as ‘consolettes’;
in the styling of the AC 77 this is quite literally
the case, as it is the traditional format of a

Left: A; black and ivory version of the AC7?

Right: A more conventionally coloured AC7?

Below. ivory cabinets being finished at Southendaon—
Sea circa 1946

console scaled down to the size of a table
model. A key feature was ease of operation.
This was achieved by setting the dial at the
top of the cabinet and sloping it at an easy
viewing angle; after all, few people actually
wanted to set their radio up on a shelf, which
is the other way of putting a normally
positioned dial at eye level: prosaic perhaps.
but that is the essence of good design. Not
only that, it is good in that the form of the set
follows its function. Not simply in a decorative
sense but in an ergonomic sense which is a
logical progression from the ideas put forth by
the early Bauhaus designers - form follows
function—an idea that was debated amongst
the members of the Modern Architectural
Research Society (MARS) whose members

5

included Chermayeff, Walter Gropius and
Wells Coates among others.

So it has a dial at a funny angle but it’s still
not round. True. What it is, is standardised.
The example illustrated is an AC 77 but three
other receivers were housed in identical
cabinets. Variants to spot are the BB7; BV 67,
a special vibratory ‘no H.T.’ battery model; AC
77 (or the AC/DC version the AD 77) and the
AW 87 an eight stage ‘All Wave’ superhet that
weighed in at 18 guineas in the Irish Free
State. The AC and the AC/DC chassis were
also used for the console model in that year,
known as the CT77 and CTU 77 respectively.

Employing one cabinet for several different
receivers was an idea which ýtted in perfectly
with the notion of ‘All Electric’ receivers that
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Ekco propagated as a major feature of their
products, so this is an excellent example of the
Ekco wireless philosophy- all electric, architect
designed, with cabinets moulded in the new
substance, plastic. Both examples are
available for each type of chassis. In my
experience, most people enjoy at least the
appearance of choice and this idea did give
people the chance to own this particular set
whatever their electrical or listening needs.

The cabinet itself is made in two pieces,
allowing the cabinets to be produced using
smaller presses if necessary. Reducing the

size of the individual pieces aimed to lower
the failure rates in moulding and gave the
added bonus that if one part failed a whole
cabinet was not lost. However, the real beauty
of this system was that it allowed the cabinets
to be produced more effectively using urea
formaldehyde, which lends itself better to
smaller, comparatively thicker mouldings,
thus providing greater variety in cabinet
colour permutations.

Now I have arrived at the real crux of the
matter. Most collectors are only too well aware
of coloured round Ekcos- and their substantial
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current value (although the seventeen and a
half thousand pound example is the subject of
some dispute as to whether it actually sold or
not: disappearing bidders have been
mentioned). Most do not appear to be
impressed at the thought of owning one until
huge or minuscule prices get bandied about.

Although the A077 is neither green nor
round, it is an interesting example of a pre-war
coloured Ekco moulding. It was produced in
Britain for the Belgian market and, as usual,
was available in a standard brown or, for a little
more money, in black and ivory. The cabinet,
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knobs and chassis where all produced at
Southend-on-Sea and then assembled in
Belgium using locally sourced components in
order to keep the duty charges down (these
were levied by weight) and also giving the
wireless a Belgian nationality, a point that is
always good for sales. What is really different
is that the black and ivory version released in
Belgium took advantage of the two piece
cabinet and the use of urea by producing it in
a two tone ýnish, in a way that the company
seemed reluctant to unleash on the style-wary
British public.

It is not common; after all, think how many
A0773 one might expect to find in a country
the size of say, Wales. I understand from the
editor that they seldom turn up in Belgium but
do appear in Germany and Holland. It is
possible that they turn up in Germany due to
the seizure of sets during the second world
war but I suspect that this would be a little too
romantic a notion. The vintage wireless trade
is a more likely cause, although I still hold on
to romantic notions quite cheerfully.

So. it is a relatively rare wireless, designed
by an architect. its ‘ordinary’ colour is brown -

even abroad and here I am showing off an
unusual coloured cabinet. What more do you
want? A coloured cabinet of extreme rarity for
your post-war collection perhaps?

Readers may be forgiven for mistaking the
radio cabinet illustrated on page 5 for a
breadbin. However, it is a photo of a not so
famous coloured bakelite radio produced by
Ekco in the ‘408.

It is neither pre-war nor round. Instantly
meaning that it does not allow collectors to
gather about it commenting on how unusually
circular it is. This should not deter a



knowledgeable collector from recognising
that it is a wireless that has possibly failed to
survive, unlike some coloured pre-war sets.

Why do I believe that this set could be
unobtainable? After all it’s only a set of the
DAC 90 era and they are always turning up in
ivory cabinets.

The U76, aka The Consort, was generally
available in three bakelite cabinets: walnut,
jade green and black; all of which had an ivory
speaker grill and þywheel tuning. I don’t know
who designed it, I suspect it was one of the
design department at Ekco rather than a
commission given to a well known architect or
designer like Wells Coates or Mischa Black. If
anybody knows I would be extremely interest-
ed to hear. _

Anyway, all these different colours turn up
at venues from car boot fairs to auction
houses with reasonable frequency, However,
no ivory cabinets have managed to pop up as
far as I am aware.

Obviously, my not having seen one in the
plastic is not enough proof, I must have
stronger grounds than that.

It is generally accepted that the A22 (that’s
the post war round dial round Ekco) was only
produced in a coloured cabinet as a one off.
However, the Bakelite presses at Southend,
boasted by Ekco to be the largest in Britain,
produced two cabinets per activation. 80 it is
reasonable to assume that if one was going to
produce a limited run of cabinets, groups of
two would be a logical choice and voila! there
are two cabinets in the picture.

If you have read ‘Bakelite Radios’ by Robert
Hawes and Gad Sassower you will be aware of
the photograph of a row of women all ýling off
the moulding þashes from the AD 65 cabinets.
Ekco, like most factories, liked to try to improve

efýciency by putting a number of people all in
one area working as quickly as possible
mainly because one or two people would ýnd
it difýcult to ýnish 150,000 cabinets within one
year. The solitary lady finishing those cabinets
is displaying a certain care that is not normally
associated with a person who is being timed
on their performance, as workers at Ekco often
were. It would be unusual for that to happen in
a publicity photo I accept, but she still could
not have filed off several thousand cabinets
even if she had the abilities of a much celebrat-
ed Russian coalminer.

Another suggestion has been made to me
concerning this cabinet. That is that it may
have been produced for the export market.
Again, I think the circumstances suggest a
limited run rather than anything even
approaching economic feasibility, which
pretty much rules out even the most heavily
subsidised export programme.

The most likely reason for the production of
this cabinet would have been display at
events such as the British Industries Fair,
which was the purpose of the Ekco stand
pictured in the photograph on page 4, or at
prestigious Ekco agents, such as Harrods.

The sets in this photograph are all pre-war
and judging from the date span of those
present, the shot was most likely taken in
1937/38. The exhibits are arranged symmetri-
cally rather than chronologically and it may be
interesting to some to note that there are two
AVO meter panels in the central display. Of
more interest to me are the tables and chairs
which are in moulded plastic with what look
like the tubular chrome stands produced for
the earlier AC 74 cut up and welded together
to make table legs! (these tables occasionally
turn up at Art-Deco fairs- Editor) I hope that

this is not the case and that they were simply
produced using the same technique and
design aesthetic as the stands.

A number of the cabinets are presumably in
exotic colours chosen to lure the industry into
a deal with Ekco, although a number of them
appear to be standard brown or black and
chrome/ black and ivory versions. Of interest
are the AC85 and matching AC86 on the
opposite side, presumably both in ivory and
the two round sets which I hope are not in
grey as I feel that that would be an enormous
disappointment. As I have been talking about
an AC 77, I think the one shown here is of
particular note. This example appears to have
an ivory surround (it could be light blue for all
I know!) and a black insert (that could be dark
blue for ‘all I know). I understand from the
photograph in The Setmakers (P. 129) that an
all-ivory version was displayed in Belgium -
whether it went into commercial production or
not I don't know at present but there are
definitely two of them in the picture. I have
heard a lovely rumour that an ivory cabinet is
lurking somewhere on the continent: beware
fakes, they are not impossible. Of course, the
set in the British Industries picture could have
been part of an ivory cabinet made into
another variation for display purposes, 'I hope
that a BVWS member has either seen one or
perhaps even knows of its whereabouts.

Remember, there are five coloured round
sets, four definite and one heard of but
unseen. Three are green and two are ivory. the
AD 65 service sheet reproduced in the Spring
‘97 Bulletin shows that it was commercially
available in made-to-order coloured cabinets.

The question now to ask is: how many ivory
or ivory and black Belgian sets have survived?

Top right: a view of Gerald Wells‘ garden party,
traditionally held the day before the first Harpenden
swapmeet of the Summer. A fine day was had by all
despite a hoax telephone call saying that Gerald’s
garden was a fire risk. The weather was sunny
enough for the editor to get his arms sunbumt.
Gerald’s party attracted over a hundred guests, _
which shows the popularity of Gerry and that of his
Summer event.

Top and bottom left: the swapmeet at Harpenden on
Sunday 8th June. the first Harpenden for new
organiser Ian Gurtcn in conjunction with Pam
Zimmer. It was a busy affair with some very interest—
ing pieces of apparatus changing hands during the
swapmeet. An ideal way to pass the hours.


















































































