
The Bulletin
bl. 39 no. 8 Autumn 2014

._ ,-.

a?
1
i“
g

'lhe Bulletin of the British Vintage Wireless Society £5.00 l free to members ISSN 0955-9345



The BVWS Spares Dept
DeoxlT 05 contact cleaner I lubricant £15.00
aerosol can. Not cheap - just the BEST.
Available at all BVWS events or by post for an
additional £4.00

New manufacture high quality metaliised polyester
ýlm capacitors to replace all old paper types in
vintage equipment. Ideally sized for re-stuffing

All capacitors are 630 Volt working
All prices are for packs of 50 components and include
postage and packing

Available in mix-and-match packs of 50 within price band by post.
Available in smaller quantities at all BVWS events.
0.001 uF Price band A 0.022uF Price band B
0.003uF Price band A 0.047uF Price band B
0.0047uF Price band A 0.1 [1F Price band B
0.01uF Price band A 0.22uF Price band B

Price band A is £25.50 (inc postage)
Price band B is £29.00 (inc postage)

. T  " Il I.
4— 25mm +

+25mm—I-

+25 l l i l l l +  418n‘r'ne- 418mm:-

”'4.

IT

‘ I Iw l i lT
1| in r im

1

Electrolytic smoothing capacitors, standard
‘old-fashioned’ size, 500 Volt DC working

BIBHF, 16!16|.IF, 32l32pF, 5W50uF £7.00 each
16132uF for DACQOA £9.00 each
100uF, 220uF £9.00 each
801250uF for W22 £9.00
BIBuF screw-type, 16hl5pF screw-type, Weasel-type £9.009ach
16’16 pF tubular axial £6.50
10uF tubular axial £4.00
22oF tubular axial £4.00
33 uF tubular axial £4.00
47 HF tubular axial £4.50
?0 [IF tubular axial £4.50

NEW smaller 25mm can types for re-stuffing original
single electrolytic capacitors

BuF, 16uF, 32oF, 500Volt DC working £5.00 each

Postage and packing 1 - 4 caps £3.00 5 - 8 caps £4.50

All prices quoted are for BVWS members
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For non UK addresses, please contact Mike Barker for prices, (see below). All orders should be sent (with payment made out to
BVWS) to: Mike Barker; Pound Cottage, Coats, Devizes, Wiltshire, SN10 3LG. Cheques payable to British Vintage Wireless Society.
Please allow 14  days for processing, but usually quicker! The above capacitors are supplied as a BVWS member beneýt. Anyone
found to be reselling these items for proýt will be expelled from the Society



B'WJS teem Bulletin Editormeeignen Vice Club: Membership “freeman Heinbem‘ Advertisements
Chairmen! Carl Glover. cfo Aleph. Jeremy Day Martyn Bennett Greg Hewitt Gunmittee mm
0- ii Ior 33 Rangers Square. 62 Sherboorne Drive. Wood Cottage. 54 Llnnel Road. Guy Peskett.
Mike B i ’ London SE10 BHR Old Sarah. Saþsbury 53 Church Road. Hillrnorion. RUQDY. l 3  Warneford Road.
Pound Cottage Tel: 020 3459 2904 Wiltshire SP4 SGA Fleet. Hampshire. Warks Oxford. Oxon
Coats Devizes' Fax: 020 8694 481? vioe_chair@bvws.org.uk GU51 4LY CV21 4AW 0X4 1LT

' ' billetin_editor@bvws.org.uk Tel: 01252 613500 treasmerýbvwsbrguk Tel: 0t865 24?9?1
Wiltshire. Gunnery Committee rneml l . org uk org uk
SN103LG 8w Editor: Members: pþbrrus. ' 5m Archivist: secretaiyþhms. ‘
Tel: 01330 emrsr ian Higglnbottom Jon Evans Organiser: Lorne Clark Webmaster:
diairmanebvwsmgmk Tel: 0121 5447005 Vic Willimtson. 16 Kil I l I ite 0 Paul Storming

Tony Martini TE" ”7305 213339 Twyiord. Bede. new sax 3323:: I I Road
terrmferrogrepl'nyorldcom Tel: 0115 9045006 Bournemouth BH2 5BR

Arctivistýbvwsorguk webrnesterþbvwsorguk

Bulletin of the British Vintage Wireless Society 'I mm m From the Chair
Volume 39 No.3 Autumn 2014

www.bvws.org.uk

Cowlght:l~bpenotthiepmlicationmayberepmdned.atored
lnamtrievalsystemu'transrnþtedhanylonhorbyammeane
viiþnritleprtxperniedonoiþ'eptþeltereii‘nýiþshwmge
WSocbty.CcppigiþbabotMWdowþW
@2014Britid1vintagerelessSociety

SepaaþaisardprlnlingbyHasilngaPrint

"comm-s:
HetmetilDrAHýomtablelJoremwl
IanHiggi-boitcmlJonathan H i l l  DevldFieelerald Wale

Front and rear cover: Philips radios from
The British Village Wireless and Television Museum.
West dich. London

PhotographedbyCerlGlover
GraphicdesignbyCarlGioverandChristineBone
Edtadbvcmcimsub—Ednadeyianl'laainbottom
Prool—reedmgbyMiheBarkerandSteveSþaway

Contents
2 The BVWS Spares Department
3 From the Chair
4 A Radio Rentals impulse buy at Wootton Bassett
8 Harpenden. June 2014
10 The Pye PE94MBQ/LW Portable/Mains Radios
15 A 'Tranny’ from Down~Under
13 My crystal set joumey
20 How do they work? Part 5.

Autumn is knocking on the door. The nights
are drawing in and now is the time to sort
out the workshop bench ready for winter
projects. There will be plenty of new treasures
to acquire at Harpenden. the Audiojumble.
Golbome and Royal Wootton Bassett as
the BVWS store is bursting at the seams
with stock and still more to arrange to
collect before RWB. so stock up on all the
essential components. turn on the workshop
heaters and blow the cobwebs from the
soldering iron. There will be lots to do.

This will be the second Bulletin sent out
using the new method of direct mailing from
the printers and i am happy to say that only
one out of more than 1300 items was reported
to have been damaged in the post. This
however was not the plastic damaged. but the
Bulletin being badly creased. Many members
have commented on how well it has worked
and they will not receive a soggy Bulletin in
wet weather as before. it has also worked out
well ýnancially and providing the door takings
at Harpenden and the auction commission on
the day is up to a good standard. we should
be able to afford the Christmas DVD. We
wrtainly have the material to make it. The ýnal
decision will be made at the next Committee
meeting on the advice of the Treasurer:

2015 Dates
With events in mind. I would ask that you
takealookatthediary pageattheback
of the Bulletin as it lists all of the BVWS
2015 dates so everyone is given the best
possible chances at planning for next year.

Wattmeters 8. energy (kWh) meters These dates and maybe some others will
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Harpenden
After careful consideration of the attendance
numbers and the total costs of the Summer
Harpenden event, the Committee has decided
that this particular meeting is no longer
viable. Even though we have given our best
efforts to making this event worthwhile. it
is an unreasonable amount of work for the
poor attendance both by stallholders and
members. It really is a case of ‘use it or lose
it'. this being the result. Therefore there will
no longer be a Summer Harpenden event.

Both the Spring and Autumn Harpenden
meetings are well supported and remain
busy with more than 130 visitors each time
and a hall filled with stalls. The unfortunate
effect of this is the loss of funds raised

by the Bring a Buy stall for the Museum
and we lose an auction. However with the
ever increasing amount of items that we
are accepting for auction. we will have no
choice but to put on other events that are
specifically just an auction to cope with
demand. These events may be arranged at
relatively short notice and will have to fall in
line with availability of venues but we will make
every effort to ensure you are informed and
they do not clash with other related events.

New Punnetts Town meeting
The ýrst Punnetts Town meeting back in
August was an excellent meeting arranged
by John and Brenda Howes and family.
The day started with poorer weather than
was hoped for. but this certainly did not
put off both stallholders and visitors. The
event was so busy at times it was difýcult
to move around our tables. We took a
good number of things to sell on the BVWS
table and thankfully managed to bring
back much less than we had taken.
A date for next year's event will
be found on the diary page.
I would like to extend my thanks to John
and Brands for their hospitality and making
the event most enjoyable. Thank you.

Mike...

W: David Taylor receiving his Geoffrey
Dixon-Mutts" Award from Mike Barker for his article
‘Dwigning and using a universal router jig for making
replica radio backs‘ at the N'v'CF



A Radio Rentals impulse buy at Wootton Bassett
by Ian Liston-Smith

Having thoroughly rummaged around on the stage through the auction lots I was relieved to find
nothing l wanted to bid on in the December 2013 Wootton Bassett auction, so I was preparing to
just sit back and ride out Mike Barker’s impressive performance as auctioneer.
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Mike is very good at ýnding something
positive to say about most items, and lot
121 was no exception. He described it as
something like “a classic little set made for
Radio Rentals, comes apart by removing just
two screws for easy maintenance, trouble
was they never went wrong! A lovely cabinet
made from thick bakeiite. Do l have £10?”

I was sharing a stall with my old friend Paul
who teant over and whispered: "Go on then!
That’s a great set!" And as if hypnotised, I
found myself waving our bidding number
and the damn thing was mine for 220!

When I collected it from the stage. i
must admit my heart sank. I thought to
myself: “Whatever did I buy this for?”

A closer look
A few days later I took a closer look. Yes,
it had a decent bakelite case. The dial
was a little grubby. but more importantly
the lettering wasn't þaking or faded and
looked cleanable with care. All the knobs
were in good condition. And indeed,
removing just two screws from the back
released the entire chassis from the cabinet
as the wave-change switch, tone and
volume knobs passed though oversized
holes in the front of the cabinet.

But what Radio Rentals model was it? I
posted a picture of it on the vintage-radio.
net and “mickjjo” replied saying it was
a Radio Rentals model 53. This was
conýrmed by a bit of Googling which also
suggested that it was probably built by EK
Cole for Radio Rentals around 1943149. I
later noticed clear "58" printed in red on
the dial which I 'd earlier overlooked.

It had had some previous work done. The
original cardboard electrolytic smoothing
capacitors had all been replaced, but very
clumsily with some of the worse soldering
I've ever seen; the joints just pulled apart.

The back was made of what appeared
to be thick paxolin, and riveted to the
chassis. No chance whatever of any untidy
maintenance workshops losing it! In fact
the riveting theme extended to almost all
chassis parts that you'd normally expect to
be screwed together with a nut and bolt. This
meant that the relatively few nut-and-bolt
earthing points attracted long meandering
wires from heaters, dial bulbs. smoothing
capacitors and cathode components. A
possible recipe for hum and instability...?

Basic checks
After completing a few basic resistance
checks everything seemed more
or less ck, so I decided to apply
full mains and stand back...

Bulbs on, slight hum from speaker, loud
burn and crackling when turning the volume
control. A ýnger tentatively applied to the
gram input produced a healthy hum. and a


























































































































